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ADVERTISEMENT. 





‘THe events related in the following 
pages, naturally became a, frequent fubject of 


 converfation with my children and my friends. 


They felt fo much fatisfaGtion at the accounts 
which I gave them, that they repeatedly urged 
me to commit the whole to paper; and their 
affectionate partiality induced them to fuppofe, 
that the narrative would be, not only agree- 


able to them, but interefting to the public.. In 
complying with their folicitations, I am far from 
being confident that the fuccefs of my efforts _ 


will juftify their hopes: I truft, however, that 


too much will not be expected, in regard to Be 
. literary. compofition, from a perfon whofe life 
~~ hase been principally devoted to the duties of a i 


foldier and the fervice of his country—and that 


a {crupulous adherence to truth will compenfate 


for many blemifhes in ftyle and arrangement. 
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JOURNEY TO INDIA, &c. 
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My pEAR FREDERICK, ah i Ht 


‘THE tendernefs of a fond father’s heart 
admonifhes me, that I fhould but poorly requite the 
affectionate folicitude you have fo often expreffed, to 
become acquainted with the particulars'of my journey 
‘over land to India, if I any longer with-held from you ~ 
an account of that fingular and eventful period of my 
life... I confefs to you, my dear boy, that often when 
J have endeavoured to amufe you with the leading in- 

- cidents and extraordinary viciflitudes of fortune which 
chequered the whole of that feries of adventures, and 
obferved the eager attention with which, youag though 
you were, you liftened to the recital, the tender fen< — 
fibility You difclofed at fome paflages, atid the earnett 
defire you exprefied that “ I fhould the whole relate,” _ 
I have felt an almoft irrefiflible impulfe to indulge you. — 
with an accurate and faithful narrative, andhave more 
than once fat down at my bureau for the purpofe: but 
fober and deliberate refle@ion fuggefted that it was 
too foon, and that, by complying with your defire at 
fuch a very early period of your life, I fhould bate : 
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der the great end I propofed by it abortive, fruftrate 
the inflruction which I meant to convey, and imprefs 
the mere incident on your memory, while the moral 
'  deducible from it muft neceflarily evaporate, and leave - 
‘no trace, or rather excite no idea, in a mind not fuf- — 
_ ficiently matured for the conception of abftraé prin- 
~ ciples, or prepared by practice for the deduétion of 
moral inferences. : 
I am aware that there are many people, who, con- 
templating only the number of your days, would con- 
__ <fider my undertaking this arduous tafk, and offering it 
to your reflection, even now, premature : but this is a 
~fubje& on which I have fo long and fo deliberately 
dwelt, which I have difcuffed with fo much care, and 
_ examined with fuch impartiality, that 1 think 1 may 
' be acquitted of vanity, though Pfay ami competent 
to form a judgment on it. The refult of that judge- 
‘ment is, that I am determined to indulge you without 
further delay ; and I truft that you will not, on your 
part, render it an empty indulgence, but, on the con- 
trary, by turning every circumitance to its beft-ufe, by 
converting every feeling which thefe pages. may excite 
in your heart into matter of ferious refle€tion, and by 
making every event (as it happens to deferve) an ex- 
ample to promote either emulation on the one hand, 
or circumfpection and caution on the other, juftify me 
in that opinion of you on which I found this determi- 
-— nation." 
=. IT remember, that when, at an early age, I entered 
upon that ftage of claffical education at which you are 
now, at an carlier age, arrived—I mean, the Aeneid 
__ me-l was not only captivated with the beautiful ftory 
» of the Hero, in the fecond: Book, but drew certain in- 
ferences from parts of it, which I fhall never forget, 
and which afterwards ferved to give a direétion to the 
_ growth of my fentiments on occafions of a fimilar nat! 
‘ture : above all, the filial piety of Zineas made a deep. © 
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impreflion on my mind, and, by imperceptibly ex- 
citing an emulation in my bofom, augmented confider- 
ably the natural warmth of my affection and refpeét 
€ for my father. It is under the recollection of this _ 
~ fenfation, and a firm perfuafion that your heart is fully 
as fufceptible of every tender impreflion, and your un- 
derftanding as fit for the reception of ufeful hiftory, 
as mine was then, that I overlook your extreme youth, 
and write to you as though you were an adult. If 
there be a thing on earth of which I can boait a per- 
fe& knowledge, it is my FREDERICK’Ss heart : it has 
been the objeé of my uninterrupted ftudy almoft fince 
it was firft capable of manifefting a fenfation ; and, if 
1 am not very much miftaken in it indeed, the lively 
intereft he feels in the occurrences of his father’s life, 
is the refult, not of idle curiofity, but unbounded filial 
affeétion. Such an amiable motive fhall not be difap- 
pointed in its end; and while I difcharge the duty of 
a parent in gratifying it, I fhall be encouraged and 
futtained under my labours by the fanguine expetta-" 
tion, that he will derive from my exertions the moft 
folid advantages in his future progrefs through life. 
As thofe advantages are expeéted alfo to extend to my — 
dear boy Joun, whofe tender years difqualify him 
from making the fame immediate refle@ions on the 
various fubjeéts as they occur, my FrepericKx will 
perceive that it becomes his duty, not only as a good - — 
fon, but as an affectionate brother, to afift and en-. — 
force them upon his mind, to explain to him the dif 
ficulties, and furnifh him with his reafonings and ISA 
ferences on them, fo as that they may make, as nearly 
as pofible, equal impreflions on the heart and under- 
ftanding of both. f Rp ae 
“ Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum :”” ime 
‘And though few have the felicity to be warned-by= 


ether men’s misfortunes or faults, becaufe they 
: B2 : 
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_dcm make deep imprefiions on their feelings, I ‘am 
“cnvinced that my fufferings and errors, as. they will 
~ ihtereft my FrebDERick’s heart, and gratify his curio- 
© fity, cannot fail to enlarge his underitanding, and i 
prove his conduct. 
q am my dear Frepericnx, Se. 





D. G: 





LETTER I. 
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: Te. in compliance with your reiter- 
fed iWictatioes, determined to give you a narrative of 
- may journey to the Haft Indies, and the fingular turns 
‘of fortune which befel me there, I think it: neceffary, 
on refleGion; to prepare you ftill further for the recep- 
_tion of it, by propofing certain terms to be fulfilled on 
your part; and as, in my laft, I told you that Tex- 
pe&ed you, and, with your affiftance, your brother, 
to turn my. relation to a more ufeful account than the 
_  §ratification of mere idle curiofity, by letting the mo- 
ral deducible from my errors and misfortunes flrike 
~~ deep and take root in your mind—fo there are other 
things, which, though not fo extremely important, are 
too weighty to be negleéted ; te which I defire, to 
dire&t your attention. 

I believe you muft have already erated that the 
well-being of yourfelf and your brother is my firt—I 
might, perhaps, without trefpattt ing much upon Shed = 

_ fay, ‘my only objeétin life 5 that, tothe care cfiyour)y 
= dues and the ensan “Of your r tind, Is | 
nel fia sian 
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fively devote my time and my thoughts ; and that, to 
infure your future happinefs, I would facrifice every ~ 
thing I-have a right to difpofe of, and rifk even life - 





itfelf. The time, I truft, is not far diftant, when your 


brother will be as well qualified to underftand this as~ 
you are now—when both will feel alike the important _ 
duty it enforces on you—and when your only emula- 
tion will be, who fhall produce the moft Juxuriant har- 
veft to reward the labours I have taken—to reward 
yourfelves. 
In order, therefore, on my part, to give every thing — 
I doa tendency to the great objeé&t of my wifhes, and 
induce. you, on your’s, to contribute: your fhare to it, . 
I fhall give you, as I proceed in my narrative, a topo- 
graphical defcription of the various Countries through 
which I fhall have occafion to condu& you, and, as 
concifely as may be, an account of their manners, po- 
licy, and municipal inftitutions, fo far as I have been’ _ 
able to colleét them; which I hope will ferve to-_ 
awaken in you a thirft for thofe indifpenfable parts of 
polite education, Geography and Hiftory. I expe — 
that you will carefully attend to thofe fciences, and — 
that you will not fuffer yourfelf, as you read my Let- _ 
ters, to be carried away by the rapid flream of idle 
curiofity from incident to incident, without time or.” 
difpofition for reflection : you muft take excurfions, as _ 
you go along, from my Letters to your Geographical _ 
Grammar and your Maps—and, when neceflary, call — 
inthe aid of your Tutor, in order to compare my ob- 
fervations with thofe of others on the fame places, and _ 
by thofe means to acquire as deterfajnate an idea as 








_ poflible of their local fituation, laws, and comparative _ 


advantages, whether of Nature or Art. You will — 
thus enable yourfelf hereafter to confider how fociety — 
is_ influenced, and why fome communities are better — 


dire&ed than others. . « 






B3 5 jane 3 jadires 


= = tents 


ea . EFFECTS OF IGNORANCE. 


Here I muft obferve to you, that as geography is 
a {cience to which rational converfation, as fupported 
~~ by gentlemen of breeding and education, moft fre- ~ 
__ quently refers, the leaft ignorance of it is continually 
__ hable to deteétion, and, when detected, fubjects a man 

to the moft mortifying ridicule and contempt. 
The mgenious Grorcre ALEXANDER STEEVENS 
has, in his celebrated LeGture upon Heads, given a 
moit ludicrous inftance of this fpecies of ignorance, in 
the charaéter of a citizen, who, cenfuritg the incapa- 
city of minifters, propofes to carry on the war ona 
new plan of his owa. The plan is, to put the troops 
in cork jackets—fend them, thus equipped, to fea— 
and land them in the. Mediterranean: When his com- 
panion afks him where that place lies, he calls-him 
fool, and informs him that the Mediterranean is the 
capital of Conftantinople. Thus, my dear fon, has 
“this fatirift ridiculed ignorance in pretenders to educa- 
tions and thus will every one be ridiculous who be- 

_ trays a deficiency in this very indifpenfable ingredient 
in forming the character of a gentleman. But a ftory 
which I heard froma perfon of ftri@ veracity, will 

_ ferve more ftrongly to. thew you the fhame attendant 

- onignorance of thofe things which, from our rank, we 
are fuppofed to know; and as the fear of fhame never 
fails to operate powerfully on a generous mind, I am 

_ fare it will ferve to alarm you into induftry, and ap- 

. plication to your ftudies, 

~ During the late American war, about that period 

when the Kiye of France was, fo fatally for him- 
elf, though perhaps in the end it may prove fortunate 

for the interefts of mankind, manifelting an intention 

to interfere and join the Americans, a worthy alder- 
man in Dublin, reading the newfpaper, obferved a. pa- 
‘ragraph, intimating, that in confequence of Britith es 
ctuifers having ftopped fome French veffels at fea, and- 
fearched them, France had taken umbrage/ The faga-" 
es Me OUS SS 





EFFECTS OF IGNORANCE. 23>, 


a ee 


cious alderman, more patriotic than learned, took the 
alarm, and proceeded, with the paper in his hand, 
dire&ly to a brother of the board, and, with unfcign- 
ed forrow, deplored the lofs his country had fuftained, 
in having a place of fuch confequence as UMBRAGE 
-ravifhed from it!—defiring, of all things, to be in- 
formed in what part of the world Umbrage lay. To 
this the other, after a torrent of inveétive again{t mi- 
nifters, and condolence with his afflifted friend, an- 
fwered that he was utterly unable to tell him, but. 
that he had often heard it mentioned, and of courfe 
conceived it to“a place of great importance; at the 
fame time propofing that they fhould go to a neigh- 
bouring bookfeller, who, as he dealt m books, muft 
neceflarily know every thing, in order to have this 
gordian knot untied. They accordingly went ; and 
having propounded the action: “¢ what part of the 
globe Umbrage lay in?” the bookfeller took a Gazet- 
teer, and, having fearched it diligently, declared that 
he could not find it, and faid he was almoft fure there 
was no fuch place in exiftence. To this the two al- 
dermen, with a contemptuous fneer, anfwcred by tri- 
umphantly reading the paragraph out of the newfpa- 
per. The bookfeller, who was a fhrewd fellow, and, — 
like moft of his countrymen, delighted in a jeft, ~ 
gravely replied, that the Gazetteer being an old edi- 
tion, he could not anfwer for it, but that he fuppofed 
Umbrage lay fomewhere on the coaft of- America. 
With this the wife magiftrates returned home, partly 
fatisfied: but what words can exprefs their chagrin, 
when they found their error—that the unlucky book- 
feller had fpread the ftory over the city—that the 
newfpapers were filled with fatirical fquibs upon it— 
nay, that a caracature print of themfelves leading the ~ 
city-watch to the retaking of Umbrage, was ftuck mp-in 
every {thop—and finally, that they could fearcel Gk Ke 
beit aldermen) walk the ftreets, without havik the 
B4 
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populace fneer. at them about the taking of Unr 


brage ! ; 
~ Thus, my child, will every one be more or lefs ridi- 
culous who appears obvioufly ignorant of thofe things 


- which, from the rank he holds in life, he fhould be 


expetted to know, or to the knowledge of. which va- 
nity or petulence may tempt him to pretend. 
Tam fure I need not. fay more to you en this fub- 
je& ; for I think you love me tog well to difappoint 
me in the firft with of my heart, and I believe you 


have too. much. manly pride to fuffer fo degrading a 


defe& a3 indolence to expofe you hereafter to animad- 
verfion or contempt. Remember, that as nothing in 
this life, however trivial or worthlefs, is to be procu- 
red without labour—fo, above allvothers,*the weighty 
and inyaluable treafures of erudition are only to be ac- 


‘quired by exertions vigoroufly made and unremittingly 


continued. __ 

© Quid) munus reipublicse majus aut melius afferre 
** poflumus quam fi juventutem bene erudiamus.”— 
Thus faith the matchlefs Tyiuy. If, then, the edu- 
cation of youth interefts fo very deeply a ftate, can it 
lefs powerfully intereft him who ftands in the twofold 


connection of a citizen and parent? It is the lively 
anxiety of my mind, on this point, that obliges me to 


procraftinate the commencement of my narrative to 
another letter, and induces me to entreat that you 
will, inthe mean time, give this the confideration it 
aa and prepare your mind to follow its inftrue- 

ons, a : Sui 
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LETTER Ul 


A. VARIETY of unpropitious circumftances. 
gave rife to my journey to the Eaft Indies, while do- 
meflic calamity marked my departure, and, at the 
very outfet, gave me a foretafte of thofe miferies which 
fate had referved to let fall upon me in the fequel. 
The channels from which I drew the means of fup- 
porting’ my family in that flyle which their rank and 
connettions obliged them to maintain, were clogged 
by a coincidence of events as unlucky as unexpeéted : 
the war in India had interrupted the regular remit- 
tance of my property from thence: a. fevere fhock 
which unbounded generofity and beneficence had given 
to the affairs of my father, rendered him incapable of 
maintaining his ufual punduality in the payment of 
the income he had afligned me; and, to crown'the 
whole, I had been deprived, by death, of two lovely 
children (your brother and fifter), whom I Joved not 
lefs than I have fince loved you and your brother. © 

It was under the preffure of thofe accumulated af- - 
fictions, aggravated by the goading thought of leay- 
ing my family for fuch a length of time as mutt necef- -— 
farily elapfe before I could again fee them, that I fet ~ 
out for India in the month of May, in the year 17815 
with a heart overwhelmed with woe, and too furely 
predictive of misfortunes. “2: ROT 

From. the gloomy cave of depreflion in which my 
mind was funk, Ilooked forward, to feek, in the fu- 
ture, a gleam of comfort—but in vain: not+ 
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peared—Melancholy had thrown her fombre fhadow 
on the whole. Even prefent affliction yielded up a 
fhare of my heart to an unaccountable difmal prefenti- 
ment of future ill; and the difafters and difappoint- 
ments I had pafled, were loft and forgotten in ominous 
forebodings and inflin&ive prefages of thofe that were 
to come. 

OF all the weakneffes to which the human mind is 
fubje&, fuperftition is that againft which I would have 
you guard with the utmoft vigilance. It is the moft 
incurable canker of the mind. Under its unrelenting 
dominion, happinefs withers, the underftanding be- 
comes obfcured, and every principle of joy is blafted. 
For this reafon I wifh to account for thofe:prefages, 
by referring them to their true phyfical eatfes, in:or- 


der thereby to prevent your young mind from receiv- 





ing, from what I have written, any injurious impref- 


fion, or fuperftitious idea of prefentiment, as it is 
fafhionably denominated. ; 

If the mind of man be examined, it will be found 
naturally prone to the contemplation of the future— 
its flights from hope to hope, or fear to fear, leading it 
infentibly from objects prefent and in poffeffion, to 
thofe remote and in expectation—from pofitive good 
to fuppofitious better, or from aétual melancholy to 
imaginary misfortune. In thefe cafes, the mind never 
fails to fee the profpeé in colours derived from the 
medium through which it is viewed and exaggerated 
by the magnifying power of fancy. Thus my mind, 
labouring under all the uneafinefs I have defcribed, 


faw every thing through the gloomy medium of me- — 


Jancholy, and, looking forward, foreboded nothing 
but misfortune: accident afterwards fulfilled thofe 
forebodings; but accident, nay, the moft trifling 


oS, 


change of circumftances, might poflibly have fo totally . 


changed the face of my fubfequent progrefs, that 


_ fortune, inftead of mifadventure, might have been my) 
es as . indira: clot, atio na 
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Jot, and fo all my foreboding been as illufory and fal- 
lible as all fuch phantoms of the imagination really 
are. Thus I argue now—and I am fure I argue 
truly ; but if reafon be not timely called in, and made, 
as it were, an habitual inmate, it avails but little 
againft the overbearing force of fuperftition, who, 
when fhe once gets pofleflion of the mind, holds her 
feat with unrelenting tenacity, and, calling in a whole | 
hoft of horrors, with defpair at their head, to her aid, 
entrenches herfelf behind their formidable powers, and 
bids defiance to the affaults of reafon. 

Thus it fared with me—Under the dominion of a 
gloomy prefentiment, I left London ; and my journey 
down to Margate, where I was to take fhipping, was, 
as SHAKSPEARE emphatically fays, “a phantafm, or 
“¢ a hideous dream—and my little ftate of man fuffer- 
“ ed, as it were, the nature of an infurreétion :”?— 
the chaos within me forbade even the approach of dif- 
criminate refleétion ; and I found myfelf on board the 
packet, bound to Oftend, without having a fingle 
trace left upon my mind, of the intermediate ftages 
and incidents that happened fince I had left London. 

It has been obferved—and I with you always to — 
carry it in memory, as one of the beft confolations un- 
der afflition—that human fofferings, like all other 
things, find their vital principle exhaufted, and their — 
extin@ion accelerated, by overgrowth; and that, at 
the moment when man thinks himfelf moft miferable, 

a benignant Providence is preparing relief, in fome 
form or other, for him. So it, in fome fort, happened 
with me; for I was fortunate enough to findin the 
packet a fellow-paffenger, whole valuable converfation 
and agreeable manners beguiled me infenfibly of the 
gloomy contemplation in which I was abforbed, and 
afforded my tortured mind a temporary fufpenfiontof_ 
pain. This gentleman was General LockHaseeyat 
was going to Bruffels, to pay his court to the-Em- 
; = ineita PETOE once 
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peror JosrrH the Second, who was then fhortly ex- 


= ‘petted in the Low Countries, in order to go through 
the ceremoniés of his inauguration. As Bruffels lay 


in my way, I was flattered with the hopes of having 
for a companion a gentleman at once fo pleafing in his 
»manners and refpectable in his character, and was: 
much comforted when I found him as much difpofed . 
. as myfelf to an agreement to travel the whole of the 
way thither together. Thus, though far, very far 
from a ftate of eafe, I was, when landing at Oftend, 
at leaft lefs miferable than at my coming on board the 
packet. 

As this letter is already {pun to a length too great 
to admit of any material part of the defcription I am 
now to give you of Oftend, and the country to which 
‘it belongs, I think it better to poftpone it to my next, 
which I mean fo devote entirely to that fubject, and 
thereby avoid the confufion that arifes from mixing 
two fubjeéts in the fame letter, or breaking off the 
thread of one in order to make way for the other. 

_ Adieu, my dear boy !—Forget not your brother 


~ Joun. That you may both be good and happy, is all 


~ the with now left to, &c. 
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‘Tuat country to > which I-am now to call” 
your attention—I mean, the Netherlands—is marked 
by a greater number of political changes, and haraffed 
by a more ‘continued train of military operations, than 

erhaps any country in the records of modern hiftory.~ 
It t may truly be called the Cockpit. ‘Royal of 
on which tyrants, as ambition, avarice, 
price, or malignity, prompted them, pitted thoufands 
and hundreds of thoufands, of their fellow-creatuness to 
cut each other’s throats about fome pomt, frivolous as 
regarding themfelves, unimportant to mankind, and 
only tending to gratify a diabolical luft for’dominion : 
Yet, under all thefe difadvantages, (fuch are the natu-° 
ral qualities of this country), it has, till lately, been in 
a tolerably flourifhing ftate ; and would, under a good 
government and proper protedtion, equal any pat of 
Europe for richnedfs. 

Flanders, Brabant, and the country now called the 
United Netherlands, were in general known by the 
name of Netherlands, Low Countries, or Pais-bas, — 
from their fitnation, as it is fuppofed, im refpe& of — 
Germany. Aanciently, they formed a part of Beigic 
Gaul, of which you may remember to have read an 
account in the Commentaries of Jutius Casar, who 
defcribes the inhabitants as the moft valiant Of all the 
Gallic Nations—** Horum omnium Beloz funt fortif- 

*« fimi.”” ‘They afterwards were fubject to. petty 
yeas, and made part ef the German Empire’ jiand,_ : 


9 
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he fixteenth century, became fubje& to CHARLES 
the Fifth of the Houfe of Auftria ; but, being opprefl- 
ed beyond endurance by his fon, Puriip the Second. 
~ of Spain, (that blind and furious bigot), they openly 
revolted—flew to arms to affert their freedom; and, 
after a ftruggle as glorious in effec as virtuous in 
principle—after performing prodigies of valour, and 
exhibiting examples of fortitude, to which none but 
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men fighting in the godlike caufe of Liprrty are . 


competent—led on by the wifdom and valour of the 
Paince of Orance, and aflifted by the Soverzicn 
of Great Britain—they at length fo far fucceed- 
ed, that thofe now called the United Netherlands, 


entered into a folemn league, and forced the gloomy © 


tyrant to acknowledge their independence. But that 
part. to which Iam now partica y to allude, con- 
tinued annexed to the Houfe of Auftria. In 1787, 
they revolted, and made a temporary ftrugele to dif- 
engage themfelves from the dominion of the Empz- 
RoR; but, owing to fome cabals among themfelves,. 


_and the temperate condué of that prince, they again” 


returned to their allegiance, and were rewarded with 
a general amnefty. In 1792, they were over-run by 
the French army under General DumourieR—open- 


ed their'arms to thofe republicans, and were rewarded © 


for it by oppreflion, tyranny, and injuftice. The 
French, however, were driven back out of the coun- 
try; and, wonderful to relate, they again received 


their old mafter, the Emperor, with ftrong demon-_ 


{trations of joy, and manifefted their loyalty and at- 

tachment to him by every expreffion that abjeé& hypo- 

crify could fuggeft. ~ ° 3 
“ Q! how unlike their Belgic fires of old!” 


Here, could I ftop with ftri@ juftice, IT would—_ 


~ But, Behold! the French again came} again 


opened their gates to receive them; and again (they “7 
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were, with tenfold fury and rapacity, pillaged, op=. E 


ting this, the guillotine is doing its office—enforcing 

the payment of the moft exorbitant and enormous 

contributions, and compelling, it is faid, one hundred 
thoufand of the ill-fated inhabitants to take the’ field, 

as foldiers of the republic. 

Human opinion is fo chequered and uncertain, that 
two very honeft men may in certain cafes act in direct 
contradiétion and hoftility to each other, with the very 
beft intentions—He, therefore, muft have but a cold 
heart, and a contracted underftanding, who cannot for- 
give the man that aéts in fuch cafes erroneoufly, when 
he aés from the exaé& diéates of his opinion, and 
upon the principle which he has confcientioufly adop:- 
ed: but when a whole people are feen whifking about 
with every guft of fortune, and making a new prin- 
ciple for every new point of convenience, we muft 
defpife them even when they happen to aé right, and 
can fcarcely afford them fo much as pity in their ca- 
lamities. The, Auftrian Netherlands are now in that 
ftate ; and, without prefuming to fay in which of their 
~tergiverfations they were right, I will venture to pro- 
nounce that they deferve punifhment, and I believe 
they are in hands very likely to give them their due. 

To return—Oftend is a fea-port of Auftrian Flan- 
ders, and is fituated in the Liberty of Bruges. It 
was, at one time, the ftrongeft town in Flanders: but 
a double ditch and ramparts, which conftituted its 
ftrength, are now deftroyed; and in the place where 
the former ftood, docks, or rather bafons, extremely 
capacious and commodious, are formed, for the recep- — 


tion of fhipping. The ground about the town is very — 


low and marfhy, and cut into a number of fine canals 
—into fome of which, thips of the largeft fize may en- 
ter—and in one of which, veffels of great burthen 


may ride, even clofe to Bruges. The harbour her 
%, ei msi Bre a 
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preffed, and infulted; and at the very time lam wri- 










2 Scaealeinel chat it it was once wots 
jeers, entirely fecure from a blockade; and 
; priftine ftrength can in no way be fo well defcribed, 
‘by a relation of the defence it made in the four firft 
_ years of the feventeenth century—though, near the clofe 
of the fixteenth, it-was no better than an infignificant 
_ fihing town. It held out againft the Spaniards for 
_ three years, two mionths, and fixteen days. - Eighty 
thoufand men loft their lives before it, while fifty 
“thonfand were killed or died within. It at laft fur- 
wxendered, but on good terms; and not for want of 
men or provifions, but for want of ground to ftand on, | 
which the enemy took from them, at an amazing 
lofs, flep by ftep, till they had not room left for men 
to defend it. Three hundred thoufand cannon-balls, 
of thirt ds-wi each, v < 4 
adhe beet Hee filled up the breaches made ir in 
their ramparts. with heaps of dead bodies. 
Such, my dear boy, are the miracles that men, 
animated with the all-fubduing {pirit of Liberty, can 
petform—Liberty! that immediate jewel of the foul 
—that firft moving principle of all the animal -crea- 
tion—which, with equal power, influences the bird-to™ 
beat the cage with its wings, and the lion to tear the 
bars of his “imprifonment—the infant to fpring from 
the tender confinement of its nurfe, and the lean and 
fhrivelled pantaloon to crawl abroad, and fly the * 
warmth and repofe of his »whoelefome chamber—Li- - 
berty! which, for centuries enthralled. by artifice and 
fraud, -or lulled into a flaumber by the witching fpirit 
of prieftcraft, now rifes dike a giant refrefhed with 
wine—-in its great efforts for emancipation, deftroys 
and e@verturns fyftems—bnt, when finding no refift- 
ance, and matured by time, will, I-fincerely hope, fink 
; as into a generous calm, and ‘become the blef- 
Secieaee he guardian and ‘proteaor of Scand : JAE, : 
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It is your good fortune, my dear children, to be 
born at a time when Liberty feems to be well under- 
{tood in your own country, and is univerfally the pre- 
valent paffion of men. It is almoft needlefs, there- 
fore, for me to exhort you to make it the groundwork 
of your political morality: but let me remind you to 
guard, above all, again{t the defpotifm of certain ty- 
rants, to whom many of the greateft advocates for 


liberty are {trangely apt to fubmit—I mean, your paf- — 


fions. . Of all other tyrants, they are the moft fubtle, 
the moft bewitching, the moft overbearing, and, what 
is worfe, the moft cruel. Beneath the dominion of 
other defpots, tranquillity may alleviate the weight of 
your chains, and {often oppreflion; but when once 
you become the flave of your paflions, your peace is 


for ever fled, and you live and die in unabating - 


mifery; 
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ae ‘Tue pride of the Englith is remarked all 
over the globe, even to a proverb! But pride is a 


word of fuch dubious meaning, fo undefined in its. 


fenfe, and ftrained to fuch various imports, that you 
fhall hear it violently execrated by one, and warmly 
_applauded by another—this denouncing it as a fin of 
the firft magnitude, and that maintaining it to be the 


moft vigilant guardian of human virtue... Thofe dif- 

ferences in opinion arife not from any defect im the — 

intelleéts of either, but from each viewing the fubje& — 
ss gto 


c 


oie 





— 


JOURNEY TO BRUGES. ~ 


$n that one point in which it firft ftrikes his eye, or 


‘belt fuits his tafte, his feeling, or his prejudices. I 
‘have no doubt, however, but a full confideration of 
the fubjec&t would fhew, that pride, as it is called, is 


only good or bad as the object from which it arifes is 


mean or magnificent, culpable or meritorious. That 
noble pride which ftimulates to extraordinary atts of 
-generofity and magnanimity, fuch as, in many in- 
ftances, has diftinguifhed, above all others, the nobi- 
lity of Spain, exaés the homage and admiration of 
mankind: But I fear very much that our Englifh 
pride is of another growth, and {mells too rankly of 
that over{trained commercial fpirit which makes the 
bafis of the prefent grandeur of Great Britain, but 
which, in my humble judgment. raifes only, to debafe 
her—by ‘toe fabile. Pe poifons the cal 
principle, enflaves the once bold fpirit of the people, 
detraéts from their real folid felicity, and, by con- 
founding the idea of national wealth with that of na- 
tional profperity, leads it in rapid ftrides to its down- 
fall. In hort, we are approaching, I fear, with daily 
accelerated fteps, to the difpofition and fordid habits 
of the Dutch, of whom Doétor GoLpsmiTH fo very 
pertinently and truly fpeaks, when he fays, 


“ Ev’n Liberty itfelf is barter’d here!” 
Without leading your mind through a maze of dif- 


quifition on this fubje&, which might fatigue with ab- 
ftrufenefs and prolixity, I will bring you back to the 


point from which the matter ftarted, and content my- 


felf with remarking, that the pride of the Englith, 
fpeaking of it as a part of the national charaéter, is 
the meaneft- of all pride.. The inflation of bloated, 
evergrown wealth, an over-weening affection for mo- : 
ney, an idolatrous worfhip of gain, have abfolutely = 
confounded the general intelle&, and warped them 
judgment of the many to that excefs, that, in eftima 
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ti ing men or things, they refer always to what is he 
worth?’ or, “ what will it fetch?” This fordid ha- 
bit of thinking was finely hit off by a keen fellow, 
the native of a neighbouring kingdom, who, for many 
years, carried on bufinefs in London, and failed :— 
Sitting one day in a coffee-houfe in the city, where — 
fome wealthy citizens were difcuffing a fubje& not en« 
tirely unconnetted with cafh concerns, one of them 
obferving him rather attentive to their converfation, 
turned to him, and faid, ‘‘ What is your opinion, 
Sir, of the matter ??—' “ ’s blood, Sir!” returned he, 
peevifhly, *« what opinion can a man have in this 
country, who has not a guinea in his pocket >” : 
‘Under the influence of all the Various caprices in . 
fpired by this unhappy purfe-pride, Tam ae “to fay 
our countrymen do, when they go abroad, fo play the : 
fool, that they are univerfally flattered and defpifed, 
pillaged and laughed at, by all perfons with whom 
they have any dealing. In France, Mi Lor Anglois 
is, or at leaft was, to “have fix times as great a profu- 
fion of every thing as any other perfon, and pay three 
hundred per cent. more for it; and the worit of it 
was, that a Mi Lor was found fo conducive to their 
intereft, that they would not, if they could help i it, 
fuffer any Englithman to go without a titl—nay, 
would fometimes, with kindly compulfion, force him 
to accept of it, whether he would or not: but if an 
Englifhman be, above all others, the obje& of impo- 
fition in foreign countries, certainly none pillage him 
fo unmercifully as his own countrymen who are fet- 
tled there. In all the places through which I have 
travelled, I have had occafion to remark (and the re- 
mark has been amply verified by every gentleman TF 
have ever converfed with on the fubject), that the 
moft extravagant houfes of entertainment are thofe 
kept by Englifhmen. At Oftend, as ell as othief 
places, it was fo: therefore, as economy, when it - 
e.2 
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does not trefpafs upoa the bounds of genteel libera- 
lity, is the beft fecurity for happinefs and refpe&, 1 
advife you, whenever you fhall have occafion to vifit 
the Continent, in the firft place to avoid all appear- 
ance of the purfe-proud oftentation of John Bull; 
and, in the next place, to avoid all Englith houfes of 
-. entertainment. : 
~~ It is a fingular circumftance, and belongs, 1 fhould 
fuppofe, peculiarly to Oftend, that the charity-children 
of the town are permitted to come on board the veflels 
arrived, to beg of the paffengers, one day in the week. 
Before I bid adieu to Oftend, I muft remark one 
heavy difadvantage under which it labours—the want 
ef frefh water; all they ufe being brought from 
Bruges..In. oing fro 1 Oftend to. Bruges, a traveller 
has it in his choice to go by land, or water—If by 
land, he gets a good voiture for about ten fhillings 
of our money ; the road is about fourteen. or fifteen 
miles—If by water (the mode which I adopted, as by 
far the cheapeft and the pleafanteft), he travels in a 
veffel pretty much refembling our Lord Mayor’s barge, 
fometimes called a trackfchuyt, but often la barque, or 
Darke: it is, in truth, fitted up ina ftyle of great 
neatnefs, if not elegance; ftored with a large ftock of 
provifions and refrefhments of all kinds, and of fupe- 
rior quality, for the accommodation of the paflengers ; 
and has, particularly, a very handfome private room 
between decks, for the company to retire to, in order 
to drink tea, coffee, &c. &c. or play at cards. In 
this comfortable, I might fay, delightful vehicle, as 
perfeétly at eafe as lying on a couch in the beft room 
in London, are paffengers drawn by two horfes, at 
the rate of about four miles an hour, for about ten 
pence, the fame length of way that it would coft ten 
fhillings to be jumbled in a voiture over a rough paved 
road. trie "y 
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» The country between Qftend and Bruges is very 
level, and of courfe deftitute of thofe charms to a 
mind of tafte, which abound in countries toffed by 
the hand of Nature into hill, dale, mountain, and val- 
ley: the whole face of it, however, is, or at leaf 
then was, in fo high a ftate of cultivation, and fo 
deeply enriched by the hands of art and induftry, 
aided by the natural fertility of the: foil, that its ap- 
pearance, though far from ftriking or delightful,, was 
by no means unpleafant; and on approaching the 
town of Bruges, we pafled between two rows of trees, 
beautiful, fhady, and of lofty fize—forming, with the 
furrounding objets, a fceae, which, if not romantic, 
‘Was: et, Leal oie bar Clegg ae 
- In paffing through countries groaning beneath the. 
defpotic fcourge.of unlimited monarchy, where fubfi- 
dies are raifed, and taxes laid on ad libituin—where 
guilty diftruft and fufpicion, with the eyes of a lynx 
‘and “the fangs of a harpy, ftand fentinels at every 
gate, to fcrutinize the har pafldhger, awake him 
to the clanks of his fetters, ‘and @We him into compli- 
ance, a free-born Briton feels-a cold-horror creep 
through his whole frame: his foul- recoils at the 
gloomy. ferocious and infolently ftri& examination, 
with which a centinel, at the entry of a town, ftops, 
inveltigates, demands a paffport ; and, in hort, puts 
him, pro tempore, in a ftate of durance, with all its 
hideous formalities and appendages, its gates, its bars, 
its armed ruffians, its formal profeflions of laws, and 
its utter violation of reafon. and of juftice. Enter- 
ing the town of Bruges, we were flopped by a centi- 
nel, who, with all the faucy, fwaggering air of autho- 
rity, of a flave in office, demanded to know, whether 
we had any contraband goods? whether we were in 
any military capacity ? whence we came ? and whither 
we were going? with a variety of other interrogato- 
ries, to my mind equally impertinent and detelta 

3 
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but which feemed to make no greater impreffion on 
the good Flemings themfelves, than demanding the 
toll at a turnpike-gate would make on an Englifh 
waggoner, : 

Talking over this fubje&, fince that time, with a 
gentleman who is well acquainted with all thofe 
places, he informed me, that in the war between the 
Emperor and the States General, fome French offi- 
cers, travelling through Flanders to join Count Marn- 
LEBOIS, were ftopped at the gate of Bruges, and, by 
order of the Emperor, fent to his army, turned into 
‘the ranks, and obliged to do duty as common fol- 
diers.—-Here, my dear FREDERICK, was an a&, not 
‘only defpotic in itfelf, but aggravated by circum- 
ftances of collateral profligacy, of fuch enormous mag- 
nitude, as bids.defiance to all power of amplification, 
and leaves eloquence hopelefs of defcribing it with: 
greater force than it derives from a fimple narration 
of the fa&: on the one hand, the inroad upon the: 
juft perfonal rights of the individual; on the other, 
the rights of a nation violated, Some men in Eng- 
land, judging from their own conttitutional fecurity, 
may difbelieve the fa&: but let them confider, that 
the Marquis de la Fayerre, an alien, taken upon: 
neutral ground, is now, even now, held in illegal, un- 
jut thraldom and perfecution—let them, I fay, re 
member this, and let their incredulity ceafe. : 

Blefs your ftars, my dear boy, that you were born 
in a country where fuch outrages as thefe can never 
be perpetrated by any, and will never be approved of 
but by.a few. er eke 
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In my laft, [ carried you paft a ferocious, 
impertinent fetitinel, into the town of Bruges; and 
now, having got you there, I muft endeavour, from 
the loofe materials I have been able to colle&, to 
give you a thort deéfeription of it. : 
“T had heard much of Bruges, ‘iGiipcaadeis: and its 
opulence; you will guefs my furprife then, when, on 
entering it, I found ‘nothing but an old- fathioned, ill- 
built, irregular town; the ftreets, in general, narrow - 
and dirty, and moft of the houfes ftrongly expreflive 
‘of poverty and fqualid wretchednefs : yet this was 
anciently a moft flourifhing city. Did the difference 
between the town at this time, and its ftate as it is 
reprefented of old, confift only in its external appear- 
ance, we inight readily account for that, in the great 
improvements made by the moderns in the art of 
houfe-building ; but its prefent inferiority goes deep- 
er, and is the refult of departed commerce—com- 
merce, that fluéuating will-with-a-wifp, that leads 
ftates in hot purfuit after it, to entrap them _ulti- 
mately into mires and precipices, and which, when - 
caught, ftays till it extinguifhes the fpirit of feedort 
in a nation, refines its people into feeble flaves, and 
there leaves them to poverty and contempt. 
Perhaps there is no fubjeé& that affords an ain pie 
field for a fpeculative mind to expatiate upon, than 


the various, and, I may fay, incongruous revolutions = 


which have chequered the progrefs of human { 
; ; C4 : 
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from the firft records of hiftory down to the prefent 
time. It is indeed a fpeculation which not only tends 
to improve the underftanding, by calling in experience 
to correét the illufions of theory, but is highly inftruc- 
tive in a moral point of view, by pointing out the in- 
ftability of the very beft ftri@ures of human wifdom, 
and teaching us how little reliance is to be placed upon 
human cafualties, or earthly contingencies. Look to 
Greece, once the fountain-head of arts, eloquence, 
and learning, and the mother of freedom—her poets, 
her legiflators, her foldiers, and her patriots, even to 
this day confidered the brighteft examples of earthly 
glory !—fee her now funk in flavery, ignorance, floth, 
and imbecility, below any petty nation of Europe. 
Look to Ronie—in her turn, the queen of arms and 
arts, the land of liberty, the nurfe of heroes—the 
{tage on which inflexible patriots, accomplithed philo- 
fophers, and a free people, acted for centuries a 
drama that elevated man almoft above his nature !— 
fee her now reduced to the laft ftage of contemptibi- 
lity—even. below it, to ridicule and laughter—{fwayed 
by the moft contemptible impofture, and funk into 
the moft defpicable enflavement, both of perfon and 
opinion—the offices of her glorious fenate performed 
by a kind of heteroclite being, an hermaphroditical 
impoftor, who, deducing his right from the very dregs 
and offscourings of fuperilition and fanaticifm, and 
aided by a fet of difciples worthy of fuch a matter, 
rules the people, not with the terrors of the Tar- 
peian rock, nor yet with that which to a Roman 
bofom was more terrible, banifhment—but with the 
horrors of eternal damnation !—fee her valiant, vigo- 
rous foldiery converted into a band of feeble fidlers 
and mufic-mafters, and the clangor of her arms into 
fhrill’ concerts of fqueaking caftratoes; thofe places 

where her Cicero poured forth eloquence divinies~ _ 

and pointed out the paths that led to true morality 4 
where-y 
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where her Brutus and her Cato marfhalled the 
forces of freedom, and raifed the arm of juftice againtt 
tyrants, over-run by a knavifh hoft of ignorant, beg- 
garly, bald-pated friars, vomiting, to a crowd of 
gaping bigots, torrents, of fanatical bombaft, of mira- 
cles never performed, of gods made of wood or cop- 
per, and of faints, that, like themfelves, lived by im- 
pofture and deception !—fee her triumphs and mili- 
tary trophies changed into proceflions of priefts finging 
pfalms round wafers and wooden crucifixes; and that 
code of Philofophy and religion, which operated fo effec- 
‘tually upon. the morals of her people that there was 
none among them found fo defperate or fo bafe as. to 
break an oath, exchanged for the Roman Catholic 
branch of the Chriftian Faith—for difpenfations for 
inceft, indulgences for murder, fines for fornication, 
and an exclufive patent for adultery in their prieft- 
hood. Then look to England!—fee her, who once 
ftooped beneath the yoke of Rome, whofe chief, 
GaracrTacus, was carried there in chains to grace 
his conqueror’s triumphs, while herfelf was made the 
meaneft of the Roman provinces, now holding the ba- 
lance of the world, the unrivalled miftrefs of arms, 
arts, commerce—every thing. ; 
It was in this irrefiftible mutation of things, that — 
Bruges funk from the high ftate of a _moft flourifhing 
city, where there are ftill (unlefs the French have de- 
ftroyed them) to be feen the remains of feventeen pa- 
laces, anciently the refidences of confuls of different 
nations, each of which had diftin& houfes, magnifi- 
cently built and furnifhed, with warehoufes for their — 
merchandifes: and fuch was the power and wealth of . 
the citizens in thofe days, that it is an indubitable — 
fa&, they kept their fovereign, the Archduke Max-~ 
IMILIAN, prifoner, affronted his fervants, and abufed 
his officers ; nor would they releafe him until he took 
an-oath to preferve’inviolate the laws of the ffa 
; 
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Even fo late as the time I was there, Bruges had fome 
trade—indeed as good a foreign trade as moft cities 
im Flanders. The people feemed cheerful and happy, 
and the markets were tolerably fupplied. 

Several fine canals run in a variety of directions 
from Bruges: by one of them, boats can go, in the 
courfe of a fummer’s day, to Oftend, Nicuport, 
Farnes, and Dunkirk; and veffels of four hundred 
tuns can float in the bafon of this town. Another 
canal leads to Ghent, another to Damme, and ano- 
ther to Sluys. The water of thofe canals is ftagnant,: 
without the leaft motion; yet they can, in half an 
hour, be all emptied, and frefh water brought in, by 
means of their well-contrived fluicés. This water, 
however, is never ufed for drinking, oreven for culi- 
nary purpofess a@ better fort being conveyed through 
the town by pipes from the two rivers Lys and 
Scheldt, as in London; for which, as there, every 
houfe pays a certain tax. 

Although the trade of this city has, like that of all 
the Low Countries, been gradually declining, and 
daily fucked into the vortices of Britifh and Dutch 
commerce, there were, till the French entered it, 
many rich merchants there, who met every day at 
noon ia the great market-place, to commurficate and 
tranfa@ bufinefs, which was chiefly done in the Fle- 
mifh language, hardly any one in it fpeaking French". 
a circumftance that by this time is much altered—for 
they have been already made, if not to fpeak French, 
at leaft to fing Ca-ira, and dance to the tune of it 
too, to fome purpofe. ee BR pee 

The once-famed grandeur of this city confifted: 
chiefly, like that of all grand places in the dark pe- 
riods of Popery, of the gloomy piles, the oftentatious 
frippery, and unwieldy maffes of wealth, accumulated 
by a long feries of monkith impofture—of Gothic ,-. 
ftructures, of enormous fize and fable afpect, ps Be 
: with 7 
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with dreary cells, calculated to ftrike the fouls of the 
ignorant and enthufiaftic with holy horror, to infpire 
awe of the places, and veneration for the perfons who 
dared to inhabit them, and, by enfeebling the reafon 
with the mixed operations of horror, wonder, and re- 
verence, to fit the credulous for the reception of 
every impofition, however grofs in conception, or 
bungled in execution. Thofe are the things which 
conttituted the greatnefs and fplendor of the cities of 
ancient Chriftendom ; to thofe has the fturdieft hu- 
man vigour and intelle& been forced to bend the 
knees : theywere built to endure the outrages of 
time ; and will ftand, I am fure, long, long after their 
power fhall have been annihilated. 
What a powerful engine has fuperftition been, in 
the cunning management of priefts! How lamentable 
it is to think, that not only all who believed, but all 
who had good fenfe enough not to believe, fhould, 
for fo many centuries, have been kept in proftrate 
fubmiffion to the will and dominion of an old man in 
Rome!—My blufhes for the folly and fupinenefs of 
mankind, however, are loft in a warm glow of tranf- 
port at the prefent irradiation of the human mind ; 
and though I can fcarcely think with patience of that. 
glorious, godlike being, Henry the Second of Eng- 
land, being obliged by the Pope to lafh himfelf naked. 
at the tomb of that faucy, wicked prieft, THomas 
a Becxet, I felicitate myfelf with the reflection, 
that the Pope is now the moft contemptible fovereign 
in Europe, and that the Papal authority, which was 
once the terror and the fcourge of the earth, is now . 
not only not recognifed, but feldom thought of, and, 
when thought of, only ferves to excite laughter or 


difguft. 
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~ “THE town of Bruges, although the ftreets 

be, as I have already defcribed them, fo mean, nar- 

row, dirty, and irregular in general, contains, never- 

thelefs, fome few ftreets that are tolerable, and a few 

fquares alfo that are far from contemptible.—I fhould 
think it, neverthelefs, not worth another letter of de- 
{criptions-were-it'not that the churches, ‘and church- 
-euriofities, demand. our attention; for you will ob- 
ferve, that in all rich Popifh countries, every church 
is a holy toy-lhop,; or rather a mufeum, where pic- 
tures, ftatues, gold cups, filver candlefticks, diamond 
crucifixes, and gods, of various forts and dimenfions, 
are hoarded up, in honour of the Supreme Being. 
This city having been for centuries the fee ofa bifhop, 
who is fuffragan to the archbifhop of Mecklin, and 
at the fame time hereditary chancellor of Flanders, 
it is not to be wondered at, if ecclefiaftical induftry 
fhould haye amaffed fome of thofe little trinkets 
which conftitute the chief or only value of their 
church. The mitre of this place conveys to the head 
that wears it-a diocefe containing fix cities, from the 
names of which you will be able to form fome {mall 
judgment of the opulence of one poor fon of abfti- 
nence and mortification.—Thofe cities are, in the firft 
place, Bruges itfelf, then Oftend, Sluys, Damme, 
Middleburgh in Flanders, and Oudenberch—not to 

mention one hundred and thirty-three boroughs and . 


' villages ; and if you could compute the number site 
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ferior clergy with which the ftreets and highways are 
filled, you would be thunderftruck.: There, and in « ° 
all thofe Popifh countries, they may be feen, with 
grotefque habits and bald pates, buzzing up and down 
like bees, in fwarms, (a precious hive!)—and, with 
the moft vehement proteftations of voluntary poverty 
in their mouths, and eyes uplifted to Heaven, fcram- 
bling for the good things of the earth with the eager- 
nefs of a pack of hounds, and the rapacity of a whole 
roll of lawyers! With loaded thighs (1 might fay, . 
loaded arms too, for they have large pockets even in 
their fleeves, for the concealment of moveables), they 
return to the great hive, where, contrary to the law 
of bees, the drone lives in idle ftate, and he plunders 
them: contrary, too, to the habits of thofe ufeful in= 
fe&ts, they banifh the queen-bee, and fuffer no female 
to approach their cells, but keep them in contiguous 
hives, where, under cover of the. night, they vifit 
them, and fulfil in private that which they deny in 
public—the great command of Providence... 

The firft building in nominal rank, though by no 
means the firft in value, is the great cathedral, which 
has at leaft bulk, antiquity, and gloominefs enough to’ 
recommend it to the faithful. It is by no means un- 
furnifhed within, though not in fo remarkable a man- 
ner as to induce me-to fill'a letter with it. Ia a word; 
it is an old Popith cathedral, and cannot be fuppofed 
wanting in wealth: at the time I write, it has been 
ftanding no defs a time than nine hundred and twenty- 
hine years, haying been built in the year 865. 

The next that. occurs to me, as worthy of notice, © 
is the church of Notre Dame, or that dedicated to 
our Lady the Virgin Mary. This is really a bean- 
tiful ftru@ure of the kind—indeed magnificent. Its 
fteeple is beyond conception ftapendous, being fo very 
high as to be feen at fea off Oltend, although itis 

. Bot elevated in the fmalleft degree by any rife imsehe; 
ground 
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ground; for, fo very flat is the whole ‘intermediate 
= €ountry, that I believe it would puzzle a fkilful level- 


~ Jer to find two feet elevation from high-water-mark 


at Oftend up to this city. The contents of this church 
“are correfpondent to its external appearance—being 
enriched and beautified with a vaft variety of facerdo- 
tal trinkets, and fine tombs and monuments. As to 
the former, the veftments of that fame THomas a 


Becket whom I mentioned in my laft, make a part | i 


_of the curiofities depofited in this church: this furious 
and inflexible impoftor was © archbifhop of Canter- 
bury ; and his ftruggles to enflave both the king and 
people of England, arid make them tributary to the 


Pope, have canonized him, and obtained the very ho- 


nourable depot I mention for-his: veftments. To do 
juttice, however, to the fpirit and fagacity of the holy 
fathers who have fo long taken the pains to preferve 
them, it muft be commemorated, that they are, or at 
leaft were fet with diamonds, and other precious 
ftones! Probably, among the many priefts who have, 
in fo many centuries, had the euftody of thofe divine 
relics, fome one, more Pas than the reft, might 
conceive, that, to lie in athurch, and be feen by the 
all-believing eyes of the faithful, a little coloured glafs 
was juft as good as. any precious ftone, and wifely 
have converted the originals to fome better purpofe. 
If fo, it will be fome confolation to Holy Mother 
Church to refleét, that fhe has bilked the Sans-culottes, 
who certainly have got poffeflion of Saint Tomas 
a BecKket’s facerdotal petticoats; and, if they have 
been found enough to ftand the cutting, have, by this 
time, converted them into comfortable campaigning 
breeches. . O monftrous! wicked! abominable !—= 
that the Royal Mary, filter to the great Emperor 
Cuarwes the Fifth, fhould, fo long ago as the Re- 


formation, have bought at an immenfe price, an dee 


pofited in the treafury of the church of our Lady the, 
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bleffed Virgin MAry, the veftments of a faint, onl 
to make breeches, in the year 1794, for a French {fol- 
dier! The time has been, when the bare fuggeftion 
of fuch facrilege would have turned the brain of half 
the people of Chriftendom : but thofe things are now” 
better managed. . : 

Of the tombs in this church, I fhall only mention 
two, as diftinguithed from the reft by their coitlinefs, 
magnificence, and antiquity. They are made of cop- 

er, well gilt. One of them is the tomb of Mary, 
atte irefs ‘to the Ducal Houfe of Burgundy ; and the 
other, that of CuarLes: (commonly called the Har- 
dy), Duke of Burgundy, herfather. © 

‘In Bruges there were*four great abbeys,:and an- 
amazing number of convents and nunneries. “fhe 
buildings; I prefume, yet ftand; but there is little 
doubt that their contents, of every kind, have been, 
before this, put in reguifition, and each part of them, 
of courfe, applied to its natural ufe. 

The church once belonging to the Jefuits, is built 
in a noble ftyle of archite@ure: and that of the Do- _ 
minicans has not only its external merits, but its'in- 
ternal: value; for, befides the ufual fuperabundance 
of rich chalices, &c. it poffefies fome very great cu- 
riofities— — os . eae 

As, firft, a very curious, highly wrought pulpit— 
beautiful in itfelf, but remarkable for the top being 
fapported by wood, cut out, in the moft natural, de- 
ceptive manner, in the form of ropes, and which 
peguile the {pettator the more into a belief of its 
reality, becaufe it anfwers the purpofes of ropes. 

Secondly, a piéture—and fo extraordinary a pic- 
ture! Before I defcribe it, I muft apprife you that— 
your faith muft be almoft as great as that of a Spa- 
nifh Chriftian to believe me—to believe that the hue 
gman intelle@ ever funk fo low as, in the firft inftaneeg = 
to conceive, and, in the next, to harbour and ad 
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foch a “piece ‘But I miftake—it has its merit ; it is 
~a-curiofity—the demon of fatire himfelf could: not 
pci for a greater. 


This picture, then, is the reprefentation of a mar- 


_ tiage !—but of whom ? why, truly, of Jesus Curist 


with Saint Carmarine of Sienna. Obferve the con- 
gruity—Saint CarHarine of Sienna lived many 
centuries after the tranflation of Jesus Curist to 
Heaven, where he is to fit, you know, till he comes 
to judge the quick and the dead !—But who marries 
them? In truth, Saint Dominic, the patron of this 
church! The Virgin Mary joins their hands—that 
is not amifs—But, to crown the whole, King Davin 
himfelf, who died fo long before aoe was born, 
plays the harp at the, weddings) se 

My dear Frepericx, I fhall nee 3 it “as Saeeall 


“inftance of your dutiful opinion of me to believe, that 


fach a piéture exifted, and made part of the holy 
‘paraphernalia of a temple confecrated to the worfhip 
of the Divinity : but I affure You it is a fact; and as 
I have never given you reafon \ fufpeé& my veracity, 
T expeé you to believe me in this inftance, improba- 
ble though it feems: for fuch a farrago of abfurdities, 


fuch a jumble of incongruities, impoflibilities, bulls, — 
, and anachronifms, never yet were comprefied, by the 


human imagination, into the fame narrow compais. 

I protraé this letter beyond my ufual length, on 
purpofe to conclude my account of Bruges, and get 
once more upon the road. 

The monaftery of the Carthufians, another order 


of friars, is of amazing fize, covering an extent of. 


ground not much lefs than a mile in circumference. 
The Carmelites, another order, have a church here, 
in which there is raifed a beautiful monument, to 
the memory of Henry Jermyn, Lord Dovers_a 


“peer of England—But the monaftery called is = 
as by 


_ Dunes, a fe& of the order of Saint BERNARD, 
4 


ame 
4 
6 


dhi National 
forthe Arts 


PASSAGE TO GHENT: 4g 
far the nobleft in the whole city: the-cloifters and 
.garden$ are capacious and handfome; the apartment 
of the abbot is magnificent and ftately, and thofe of 
the monks themfelves unufually neat. ‘Thofe’ poor 
mortified penitents, fecluded from the pomps, the va- 
nities, and enjoyments of life, and their thoughts, no 
doubt refting alone on hereafter, keep, neverthelefs, 
a fumptuous table, fpread with every Juxury of the 
feafon—have their country-feats, where they go a- 
hunting, or to refrefh themfelves, and attually keep 
their own coaches. 

Among. the nunneries there are two Englifh : one 
of Auguftinian mans, who are all ladies of quality, 
and who entertain ftrangers at the grate with fweet- 
meats and wine; the other, called the Pelicans, is of 
a very {trict order, and wear a coarfe drefs. 

To conclude—In the chapel of Saint Bastx is faid 
to be kept, in perfeé prefervation, the blood which 
Josepx of Arimathea wiped off with a fponge from 
the dead body of Curist. Finis coronat opus. 

I fancy you have, by this time, had as much of _ 
miracles as you can well digeft: I therefore leave you 
to refle& upon them, and improve. 1 gn 
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As I was going to the barque, at Bruges; 
to take my departure for Ghent, the next town it 
my route, I was furprifed to fee a number of officious, 
bufy, poor fellows, crowding round my ager um 
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feizing them—fome my trunk, fome my portmanteau,, 
&c, I believe two or three to each: but my aftonifh- - 
ment partly fubfided when I was told that they were 
porters, who plied on the canal, and about the city, 
for fubfiftence, and only came to have the honour of 
carrying my*baggage down to the veflel. Noting 
their eagernefs, I could not help {miling. I know 
there are thofe, and I have heard of fuch, who would 
‘blofter at them: but my mirth at the buftling im- 
portance which the poor fellows affected, foom funk | 
into ferious concern ; I faid within myfelf, ° Alas, 
how hard mutt be your lot indeed !”? and my imagina- 
tion was in an inftant back againén London, where 
a porter often makes you pay for a job, not in money 
only, but in patience alfo, and where the furlinefs of 
independence feowls upon his brow as he does your 
work. Every one of my men demanded a remunera- 
tion for his labour: one man could have eafily done 
the work of five—but 1 refolved not to fend them 
away difcontented: he is but a fordid churl that 
would; and I paid them to their full fatisfaction. 
Here, my dear Freperick, let me offer you (fince 
it occurs) my parental advice on this point—from the 
prattice of which you will gain more folid felicity 
than you can poffibly be aware of now: never weigh 
“{crupuloufly the value of the work of the*poor ; 
rather-exceed than fall fhort of rewarding it: it is a 
very, very {mall thing, that will put them in good 
dumour with you and with themfelves, and relax the — 
hard furrows of labour into the foft fmile of grati- 
tude—a {mile which, to a heart of fenfibility fuch as 
yours, will, of itfelf, ten-thoufand-fold repay you, 
even though the frequent praétice of it fhould abridge 
you of a few of thofe things called pleafures, or de- 
trac a little from the weight of your purfe. se 
Being again feated in my. barque, I fet off for 
Ghent, a city lying at a diftance of twenty-four * 
miles 
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miles from Bruges. I muft here remark to you, that 
the company one meets in thofe veffels is not always 
of the firft rank; it is generally of a mixed, motley 
kind: but to a man who carries along with him, 
through his travels, a love for his fellow-creatures, 
and a defire to fee men, and their cuftoms and man- 
ners, it is both pleafant and eligible—at leaft I thought 
it fo, and enjoyed it. There were thofe amongft us 
who {poke rather loftily on that fubjeé&= I faid no- 
thing ; but it brought to my mind a reflection I have 
often had occafion to concur in, viz. that a faftidious 
ufurpation of dignity (happily denominated /2atel ne/s} 
is the never-failimg mark of an upftart or a blockhead. 
The man of true dignity, felfere& and ftrong, needs. 
not have recourfe, for fupport, to the comparative 
wretchednefs of his fellow-creature, or plume him- 
{elf upon fpurious fuperiority. You will underftand 
me, however! When I ‘fay, ** the man of true dig- 
nity,” I am far, very far, from meaning a lord, a 
{quire, a banker, or a general officer—I mean a man 
of intrinfic worth—homo emunéte naris—one who, 
in every ftation into which chance may throw him, 
feels firm in the confcioufnefs of right—who can fee. 
and cherifh merit, though enveloped and concealed 
behind a fhabby fuit of clothes—and who fcorns the 
blown-up fool of fortune, that, without fenfe or fen« 
timent, without virtue, wifdom, or courage, prefumes 
to call himfelf great, merely becaufe he poffeffes a 
few acres of earth which he had neither the induftry. 
nor merit to earn, or becaufe his great-great-great- 
grandfather purchafed a title by perfidy-to his coun- 
try, the plunder of his fellow-citizens, or the flaugh- 
ter of mankind. - 7m 
‘Although the face. of that part of the country 
through which we are now pafling, like that of the 
preceding ftage from Oftend to Bruges, wants diver. 
fity, it has its charms, and would be particularlyyde- > 
: dn2 lightfuly 


lira: Gandhi Nationat 


52 | BASSAGE TO GHENT. 


lightful in the eye of an Englifh farmer ; for it is co- 

vered with the thickeft verdure on each fide of the 

al, and the banks are decorated all along by rows 
fit ftately trees, while the fields in the back ground 
are cultivated to the higheft degree of perfeétion, and 
bear the oe of producing the moft abundant har- 

Pee 

“You will be able to form a judgment of the trifling 
expence of travelling in this country, from my ex- 
pences in this ftage of twenty-four miles. I had an 

excellent dinner for about fifteen pence of our money 5 

my paflage coft me but fixteen more, amounting in all 

to two fhillings and feven pence: compare that with 
travelling in England, Silere one cannot rife up from 
an indiflerent. di inn, under five fhilling 
the leaft, and you 
portion. 

Ghent is the capital of Duiaders, and is to be rec- 
kconed among the largeft cities of Europe, as it covers 

a {pace of ground of not lefs than feven miles in cir- 
conicteacs; but there is not above one half of that 
occupied with buildings, the greater part being thrown: 
into fields, gardens, orchards, and pleafure-grounds. Si- 
tuated on four navigable rivers, and interfected into. 
no fewer than twenty-fix iflands by a number of ca- 
nals, which afford an eafy, cheap, and expeditious 
carriage for weighty merchandize, it may be confider- 
ed, in point of local advantages for eammerce, fupe- 
rior to moft cities in Europe; while thofe iflands are 
again united by about a hundred bridges, fome great 
and fome fmall, which contribute much to the beauty 
of the city. 

_ To a man accuftomed to mould his thoughts by 
what he fees in Great Britain, the ftrong fortifications 
that farround almoft all towris on the Continent 

vey the moft difagreeable fenfations—reminding, ie 
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alas! too truly, the difpofition of man to violate the 
rights of his fellow-creatures, and manifelting the ty- 
rannous abufe of power. On me, though trained and 
accuftomed to military habits, this * dreadful note of 
preparation” had an unpleafing effe& ; for, though 
born, bred, and habituated to the life of s foldier, I 
find the feelings of the citizen and the man claim a 
paramount right to my heart. ~~ 

Ghent was once extremely well fortified, a ee. 
lated, by nature as well as by art, to repel encroach- 
ment. It had a very {trong caftle, walls, and ditches; 
and now, though not otherwife ftrong, the country 
may, by fhutting-wp the fluices, be, for abeve a mile - 
round, laid in a very {hort ‘time under water. Tt was 
formerly fo populous and powerful, that it “declared 
war more than once again{t its fovercign, and raifed 
amazing armies. In the year 1587, it fuffered dread- 
fully from all the ravages of famine, under which a 
number not lefs than three thoufand of its inhabi- 
tants perifhed in one week. 

This town is diftinguifhed by the nativity of two 
celebrated charaéters : one was the famous Joun of 
Gaunt, fon of King Epwarp the third of England; 
the other, the Emperor Cuarves the — who 
‘was born therein the year F500. ~ 

~ Tt was in this city that the Confederitsln the 
States, ‘well known under the title of the Pacification 
of Ghent, which united the Provinces in the moft 
Jafting union of intereft and laws, was held: this 
union was chiefly owing to the vigorous, unremitted 

_ efforts of WiLLram the Firft, Prince of Orange, to 
whofe valour and virtue may ’be attributed the inde- 
pendence of the United States. 

‘In this city there were computed to be fifty com- 
panies of tradefmen, among whom were manu : 
a variety of very curious and rich cloths, ftuffs, “anc 
filks : it is cértain, that the woollen man 
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rifhed here before it had made the fmalleft progrefs 
in England, whofe wool they then bought. There 
was alfo a good branch of linen manufacture here, ~ 
and a pretty brifk corn trade, for which it was locally 
well calculated. You will obferve, once for all, that 
in fpeaking of this country, I generally ufe the paft 
tenfe ; for, at prefent, they are utterly undone. 

Ghent was the fee of a bifhop, who, like the bifhop 
of Bruges, was fuffragan to the archbifhop of Mech- 
lin. Thus, in moft Chriftian countries, are the in- 
telleéts, the confciences, and the cafh too, of the peo- 
ple, fhut up and hid from the light, by prieft within 
dean, and dean within bifhop—like a ring in the hand 
of a conjurer, box within box—till at laft they are 
enveloped in the great receptacle of allvdeception, 
the capacitaaeeleee oF the -archbifhop. Let not 
fceptered tyrants, their legions, their fcaffolds, and- 
their fwords, bear all the infamy of the flavery of 
mankind! Opinion, opinion, under the management 
of fraud and impofture, is the engine that forges their 
fetters!!—-Jansznius, from whom the  Janfenifts 
took their name, was the firft bifhop of this place ; 
and the late bifhop, I think, may be reckoned the 
laft 


The municipal government of this city is correé, 
and well calculated to fecure internal peace and order. 
The chief magiftrate is the high bailiff; fubordinate. 
to whom are burgomafters, echivins, and counfellors. 

Ghent is not deficient in ftately edifices ; and, true 
to their fyftem, the holy fathers of the church have 
their fhare, which, in old Popith countries, is at leaft 
* nineteen twentieths. In the middle of the town is a 
high tower, called Belfort tower ; from whence there 
is a delightful profpect over the whole city and its 
environs. Monafteries and churches, there, are with- 
out number; befides hofpitals and market-plaées::— 
that called Friday’s market, is the largeft of all; and © 
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is adorned with a ftatue of Cuarzzs the Fifth, in 
his imperial robes. The ftadthoufe is a magnificent 
ftruc&ure—So is the cathedral, under which the reve- 
rend fathers have built a fubterraneous church. 
What deeds are thofe which fhun the light! Why 
thofe holy patriarchs have fuch a defire for burying 
themfelves, and working like moles under ground, 
they themfelves beft know, and I think it Js not diffi- 
cult for others to conjecture. 2 SRS 
This cathedral, however, is well worth attention, 
on account of fome capital piftures it contains. The ~ 
marble of the church is. remarkably fine, and the altar=. 
piece {plendid beyond all poffible defcription ; and, 
indeed, in all the others, there are paintings, eminent. 
for their own excellence, and for the celebrity of the 
mafters who painted them. a 
In the monaftery of St. Pizrrg, there is a grand 
library, filled with books in all languages; but it is 
chiefly remarkable for the fuperlative beauty of its 
ceiling, one half of which was painted by Runens. 
Thus you may perceive, my dear FrzpERicxK, the’ 
charity of the clergy !—how, in pure pity for the fins. 
of mankind, and in paternal care of their fouls, they 
exact from the laity fome atonement for their crimes, 
and conftrain them at Jeaft to repent—and, with un- 
paralleled magnanimity, take upon themfelves. the 
vices, the gluttony, the avarice, and the fenfuality, of 
which they are fo careful to purge their fellow-crea-: 
fures, Seat ee <i 
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awe given you a general <tr oF 
- the city of Ghent, I fhall now proceed to give you an. 
account of one of the moft excellent,.and certainly 
the moft interefting, of all the curiofities in that place. 
It is indeed of a fort fo immediately correfpondent to 


the moft exalted me of. ee aon maya ant fo per- 
int z fenfible 


of the ete sr that I Trefolved to refcue. 
it from the common lumber of the place, and give it 
to. you in a frefh letter, when the ideas excited by my 
former might have faded away, and left your mind, 
more clear for the reception of fuch refined impach 
pO ee ee ee pea eee 

On one of the many bridges in Ghent Goad re 
large brazen images of a father and fon, who obtained. 
this diftinguifhed mark of the admiration of their ike 
low-citizens by the following incidents : 

Both the father and the fon were, for fome oflehes: 
_againft the ftate, condemned to die. Some favour-- 
able circumftances appearing on the fide of the fon, 
he was granted a remiffion of his fhare of the fen- 
tence, upon certain provifions—in fhort, he was of- 
fered a pardon, on the moft cruel and barbarous con- 
dition that ever entered into the mind of even monk... 
ith barbarity, namely, that he would become the ex- 
ecutiorer of his?father! He at firft refolutely refufed 
to preferve his life by means fo fatal and deteftable: 
This is” t to be wondered at; for I hope, fot fhe a 

honour? 
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honour of our nature, that there are but few, very 
few fons, who would not have {purned, with abhor- 
rence, life fuftained on conditions fo horrid, fo unna- 
tural. The fon, though long inflexible, was at length 
overcome by the tears and entreaties of a fond father, 
who reprefented to him, that, at all events, his (the 
father’s) life was forfeited, and that it would be the 
greateft poflible confolation to him, at his laft mo- 
ments, to think, that in his death he was the. inftru- 
ment of his fon’s prefervation. The youth confented 
to adopt the horrible means of recovering his life and 
liberty : -he lifted the axe; but, as it was about to 
fall, his arm funk nervelefs, and the axe dropped 
from his hand! Had he as many lives as hairs, he 
would have yielded them all, one after the other, ‘ra- 
ther than again even conceive, much lefs perpetrate, 
fuch an aét. Life, liberty, every thing, vanifhed be- 
fore the dearer interefts of filial affection : he fell upon 
his father’s neck, and, embracing him, triumphantly 
exclaimed, ** My father, my father! we will die to- 
gether |’? and then called for another executioner to 
fulfil the fentence of the law. 

Hard muft be their hearts indeed, bereft of every 
fentiment of virtue, every fenfation of humanity, who 
could ftand infenfible fpectators of fuch a fcene—A 
fudden peal of involuntary applaufes, mixed with 
groans and fighs, rent. the air. The execution was . 
fufpended ; and on a fimple reprefentation of the 
tranfaction, both were pardoned: high rewards: and 
honours were conferred on the fon ; and finally, thofe 
two admirable brazen images were raifed, to comme- 
merate a tranfaétion fo honourable to human nature, 
and-tranfmit it for the inftruction and emulation of 
pofterity. The flatue reprefents the fon in the very 
act of letting fall the axe. 

Lay this to your mind, my dear FREDERICK ale 
Be it to your brother; indulge all the charmiig:” 
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fympathetic fenfations it communicates: never let a 
miftaken fhame, or a falfe idea (which fome endea- 
vour to imprefs) that it is unmanly to melt at the tale 
of woe, and fympathize with our fellow-creatures, | 
{top the current of your fenfibility—no! Be affured, 
that, on the contrary, it is. the true criterion of man- 
hood and valour to feel; and that the more fympa- 
thetic and fenfible the heart is, the more nearly it is 
allied to the Divinity. 


T am tow on the point of conduéting you out of 
Auftrian Flanders—One town only, and that compa- 
ratively a fmall one, lying between Us‘and Brabant: 
the name of this town is Aloft, ats as the ae , 
fpell it, Acltt. wotiiaeiee san: 

From Ghent to ‘Bruffels ( he next great ‘flage in 
my way), I found, to my regret, that there was no. 
conveyance by water: I therefore was obliged to go 
in a voiture, and ftopt at Aloft, as an intermediate 
flage; and mathematically intermediate it is—for it ° 
hes at equal diftance from Ghent and Ss ng . 
exactly fifteen miles from each. : 

This is a fmall, but exceeding neat. town, fituated 
on the river Dender ; and being a remarkably great 
thoroughfare, accommodations of every kind are tole- 
rably good in it. It would be idle to fuppofe, that 
Catholic zeal had left fo many fouls unproteéted and. 
andifciplined, where there were fo many bodies ca- __ 
' pable of drudgery to pay for it. In truth, there 
has been as ample provifion made for the town of 
Aloft in the way of facerdotal bufinefs, as for any 
other town in the Netherlands—regard being had to 
its bulk; for there were feveral convents of friars, 
and of courfe feveral of nuns : befides, there was a 
Jefuit’s college of fome note. How they all te 
this time, it is difficult for me to nog noe © 
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~The church of Saint Marrin could boaft of fome 

excellent piétures, particularly a moft capital piece, 
“ La Pele,’ by RuBens. 

In a convent mhabited by a fet of monks, deno- 
minated Gulielmite, I faw the tomb of THrzrr¥ 
Martin, who firft brought the art of printing from 
Germany to that place. His name and fame are 
tran{mitted to us by an epitaph upon his tomb, writ- 
ten by his friend, the ingenious Erafmus. 

This tomb of THrzrry MarrTin ftands a monu- 
ment, not only of his merit, but of the fhort-fighted- 
nefs and folly even of monks. Alas, filly men! they 
little knew, that when they granted THierry Mar- 
tin the honours of the convent, they were harbour- 
ing, in their hallowed ground, one of their greateft 
enemies, and commemorating the man who was con- 
tributing to the overthrow of their facred order : for 
the art of printing, wherever it reached, illuminated 

_the human mind, and firft kindled up that light, be- 
fore which prieftcraft, and all its pious impoftures, 
like evil fpeétres, have vanifhed. ‘To the art of print- 
ing is human fociety indebted for many of the advan- 
tages which it poflefles beyond the brute or favage 
tribes—for the perfection of arts, the extenfion of ici- 
ence, the general enlargement of the mind, and, above 
all, for the emancipation of perfon and property from 
the fhackles of defpotifm, and of the human intelle& 
from the fetters of blindnefs and ignorance with 
which facerdotal fraud’ had chained it for centuries to 
the earth. 

The territory of this city is of pretty large extent, 
and is called a county, having, in ancient times, had 
counts of its own; and the whole of it is extremely 
fruitful in pafture, corn, hops, flax, and moft other 
produétions of thofe climes. 


I made but a very fhort flay at Aloft, when I pros 
ceeded on to Bruffels; and, having thus brought yor!- 
Sis through © 
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through that part of the Netherlands called Auftrian 
Flanders, I think I ought to'give you a general ac- 
count of the country at large, as I have hitherto ¢on- ~ 
fined myfelf merely to the cities and towns of it ; but — 
as this letter is already of a length that will not allow 
of any great addition, I fhall poftpone my intended 
defcription to my next. oe 





LETTER” X 








ere : ey “4 : Fiche at a, 
WERE mankind to be guided by modera- 
tion, reafon, and juftice—were there no luft for terrie 
tory in particular ftates—no ambition or defire in 
kings for an undue enlargement of their power—no 
unjuftifiable infraétions attempted by one ftate or po- 
tentate upon ‘the peace and pofleffion of another—no 
armies to carry defolation and plunder through the 
world, nor churchmen more mild, but not more mo- 
derate, to drain them with their fubtle deceptions— 
were the hufbandman, the fifherman, the manufaétu- 
rer, and the labourer, permitted to make, by their in- 
duftry, the beft-ufe of the foil on which chance or 
nature had planted them, and to lift the fruits of their + 
labour to their own lips—no people were more happy 
than the inhabitants of Auftrian Flanders. = 
This country is bounded, to the north, by the 
Scheldt ; to the north-weft, by the Northern Sea; 
to the fouth, and fouth-weft, by~ Artois, one of the 
fineft Provinces of France ; and to the eaft, by B: 
bant. Its -greateft length is feventy-five miles; aad 
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its greateft breadth, fifty-five. The air is good; 
but it is faid to be better in proportion as it recedes 
from the fea. The winters are fometimes: long and 
fevere, and the fummers fometimes wet and fultry ; 
yet, in general, the climate is agreeable. The. foil 
is in moft parts fertile, and in fome-to-a degree equal 
to that of any part of Europe. It is chiefly famous. 
_ for its pafturage; in confequence of which, great 
numbers of black cattle, horfes and fheep, are bred 
in it, and immenfe quantities of butter and cheefe 
made. It is, befides, abundantly productive of ail forts, 
of culinary -vegetables—fruit in great quantities— 
corn and flax, which laft is not only raifed in great 
plenty, but is celebrated for the finenefs and ftrength 
of its ftaple. It is true, that in fome parts they 
have not corn fufficient for the inhabitants; but this 
is well recompenfed by other produdtions, ‘with the 
- redundance of which they purchafe the fuperfluous 
grain of their neighbours—for, where the inhabitants 
do follow tillage, the produce is unequalled, and the 
fuperfluity muft of courfe be great. 
. The fuperior fecundity of the fheep of this country 
is. very remarkable, and difficult, perhaps,to be ac- 
counted for—a ewe here bringing forth. conttantly 
three -Jambs.-at a -birth,. fometimes four, {ometimes 
fives and fome have been known to produce-as many 
as fix and feven—no {mall inftance of the prodigality 
_ of nature in- providing for this fpot. 
At fome diftance from the fea-coatt, the fuce “of 
the. country is decorated with a profufion of wood, 
fitted either for timber. or for fuel ; and towards the 
coaft, where nature has been rather niggard of that 
bleffing, the inhabitants fubstitute, in its ftead, for fuel, 
a kind of turf, which they find at the depth of four 
of five feet from the furface of the earth, and which 
makes a fire, not only cheerful, plesfant, and hot 
der — wholefome, being free from the « Ge 
Re trud 
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truétive fulphureous and bituminous vapour attendant 
“upon coal. eee 
Perhaps no part of the world is better fupplied than 
this province with all forts of fith, as well thofe of 
fea as frefh water: fowl and venifon were extremely 
plenty and reafonable ; and a great deal of excellent 
_beer was brewed in it. It is wafhed by feveral rivers, 
four of which are noble ftreams, namely, the Scheldt, _ 
the Lys, the Scarpe, and the Dender; and there are 
feveral canals, the chief of which is that between be 
Bruges and Ghent. 
Thus in whatever way it be confidered, nature 
fecms to have made ample provifion for the happinefs 
of the people: how far they are fo, you fhall hear 
when I come to give a general:view of the Nether- 
lands—that which is applicable to Auftrian Flanders 
being equally fo to all the other parts of the Nether- rm 
ands, excepting thofe under the dominion of the 
Republic of the United States. Es 
The States of this country, according to the con/ 
ftitution it once poflefled, confifted of clergy, the no- 
bility, and the commoners. The clergy were the 
bithops and abbots: the nobility was compofed of 
certain families holding hereditary offices or baronies, 
to which that privilege was annexed; and the com- — 
moners were made up of the burgomafters, penfioners 
and deputies of the cities and diftri@s. But the — 
only religion profeffed or tolerated in this country, 
was the Roman Catholic. i A 
Of the people of Auftrian Flanders a celebrated — 
Author gives the following account, which I tranf-_ 
cribe for your ufe, the rather as my ftay there was 
too fhort to enable me to make any material obfer- 
vations on them, or their manners.— ies 
** With refpe& to the perfons and charaéters of — 
the inhabitants,” fays he, « they are, generally fpeake = 
ing, lufty, fat, and clumfy—vyery induftrious, both#n ees 
—-cultivatings 
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cultivating their lands, and in their trades and manu- 
fa&tures—lovers of liberty, and enemies to flavery— 
and not defeétive in good fenfe or judgment, though 
they have not fo lively an imagination as fome other 
nations. ' Their women are fair, handfome enough, - 
and~honeft by their natural: conftitution, as well as 
from a principle of virtue: as they cannot pretend 
to wit and repartee, they do not make themfelves 
ridiculous by the nanfeous affectation of them. Both 
fexes are great lovers of public diverfions ; and every 
city, town, and village, have their kermifles, or fairs, 


~ in which all forts of fhews are exhibited.” 


. Many arts which now enrich other nations, and 
the importance of which has excited contefts and 
firuggles of the moft ferious kind im the political 
world, were invented or improved in that country. 
Weaving, in general, though not invented, was 
greatly improved ; and the art of forming figures of 
all forts in linen was firft invented there. To the 


_Flemings we are alfo indebted for the arts of curing 


herrings, dyeing cloths and ftuffs, and oil-colours. 
But thofe arts, and the manufactures, have gradually 
flid away from them, and left but a {mall fhare be- 
hind, when compared with their former flourifhing 
ftlate: they have flown to a land of liberty and 
fecurity, where hoftile feet never tread, were flavery 
corrupteth not, where war devoureth not, nor Priefts 
nor Defpots break in and fteal. Neverthelefs, filk, 
cotton and woollen ftuffs, brocades, camblets, tapeftry, 
linen; and lace, are ftill manufactured here to fome 
fmall extent. 

This province. had counts of its own, from the 


- ninth century up to the year 1369, when it was 


made over, by marriage’ (like a farm of cattle) to 
the dukes of Burgundy; and ‘afterwards, again, was 
by: them made:over, in like way of marriage, to the _. 
Hoofe of Auftria. «In 1667-France-feized the fouther®. 7 
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part; and the States General obtained the northern, 
partly by the treaty of Munfter, and partly by the © 
Barrier treaty of 1715. 

- To reckon upon the natural endowments of this 
country, one would fuppofe that it fhould be a ter- 
reftrial paradife: yet fuch is the wickednefs of man, 
and the outrageous fpirit of power, that it is almoft 
the laft country in Europe in which I would have pro- 
perty, and fix a permanent refidence. Juft now, while I 
am writing, Ihave before me an account, that the 
French to whom they opened their gates, have plun- 
dered them to the laft atom of their moveable pof- 
fefhons ; and that the property of the unfortunate 
people is now in waggons, on its way to Paris. 

Once more, my boy, I fay, blefs your Gop, that 
planted you'in a country cheered by the voice of 
freedom, defended by Britith valour, and, what is of 
more confequence, furrounded by the Ocean. 


va 
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Havinc conducted you through that part 
of the Netherlands called Auftrian Flanders, we are 
now to dire& our attention to that called Auftrian 
Brabant, of which part, as well as of the Nether- 
Jands in general, Bruffels, where I arrived the fame 
day I left Ghent, is the capital, giving its name to 
a quarter or territory that furrounds it. atioge 

In all parts of the Netherlands through whieh 1 
travelled, I could not help admiring the uniform) agai 
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corations of the roads, rivefs, and canals, with rows 
of lofty trees, which form a moft agreeable fhade 
from the fummer’s burning fun, and yet do not ob- 
ftru& any great extent of profpeé, the country is fo 
extremely flat. And one thing I remarked, and 
which certainly feems at firft view, extraordinary, is, 
that in the great extent of country through which 
we have hitherto paffed, from Oftend to Bruffels, 
being fixty-cight miles, I fcarce faw one nobleman or 
gentleman’s~ feat—nothing above the houfe of a | 
hufbandman, a curate, or fome perfon of {mall for- 
tune: and-yet the country is extremely rich ; and I 
faw many {pots, as I went along, charming beyond 
defcription, and fuch as would tempt, I fhould think, 
a man of tafte and- opulence to fettle in thems — This 
muft appear unaccountable to thofe who do not re- 
colleé&, that in a country fubje& like this to the 
ravaging incurfions of contending armies, fortified 
towns are confidered as the moft pleafing, becaufe 
the moft fecure retreats of opulence. 

As I approached the city of Bruffels, I was ftruck 
with a mixed fenfation of furprife and delight at the 
appearance it made—none that I had ever feen being 
comparable to it, and not one in Europe, by the 
account of travellers, being im that refpect fuperior 
to it, Naples and Genoa only excepted: like them, 
however, it, when~ entered, falls far {hort of the ex- 

ation raifed by its external appearance, being all 
compofed of hills and hollows, which not only fatigue, 
but render the appearance of the ftreets, though well 
built, contemptible and mean. 

-Bruffels ftands on the beautiful little river Senne, 
on-the brow of a hill) <The city is about feven 
miles in circumference, has feven gates, with exten- 
five fuburbs, and is encompafled with a double wall 
made of brick, and ditches ; but its fize is too great 
for flrength, as a face of defence of fuch sail 7% 
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could not poflibly hold out a long fiege—a great 
and ifuperable defe& in fuch a country .as I have © 
defcribed. 
_ Great as is the extent of ground on which this 
city ftands, it is neverthelefs very well built, and 
extremely populous. It is ornamented with no fewer _ 
than feven {quares, all of them remarkably fine, par- 
ticularly the great fquare or market place, which is 
reckoned to be perhaps the fineft in Europe. Around 
it are the halls of the different trades, the fronts of 
which are adorned, in a fuperb manner, with emble- 
matical feulpture, with gilding, and a variety of Latin 
infcriptions. One quarter of this {quare is entirely 
occupied by the town-honfes, a noble pile of build- 
ing, in which there were apartments where the States 
of Brabant met, finely adorned with tapeftry in gilt 
frames, and fome admirable original paintings. “At 
the time I was there, the whole city was in motion, 
preparing for the Inauguration of the Emperor, who 
was then impatiently expe&ted, and whofe approach 
made fuch a buftle, and promifed fuch a fpeétacle, 
as made me regret the neceflity I lay under of pro- 
ceeding on my journey. The town-houfe was put 
into the higheft order, and fubfequently fell a. facri- 
fice to the great and, important event for which it 
was prepared. . 

The fteeple of this building is*of a moft ftupen- 
dous height—three hundred and fixty-four feet ; and 
on the top of it is erected a ftatue of Saint MicraEL 
killing the Dragon, of the enormous height of feven- 
teen feet: this coloffal ftatue is fo conftru@ed as to 
ferve for a weather-cock ; and being made of ¢op- 
per, well gilt, is at once confpicuous, magnificent, and 


ornamental, 


The public buildings of Bruffels, particularly, the 
palaces and courts of the feveral princes, coun ‘andy 
other perfons of diftinGion, (and, you may be fure; © 
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the churches and cloifters too), are fpacious, ex- 
penfive, and magnificent. Behind the imperial 
palace, which ftood in the higheft part of the city, 
but was burnt down many years ago, is a park, well 
ftocked with deer, and planted with trees, like St. 
James’s-park at London, for the inhabitants to walk 
in. At the farther end of it is a fine pleafure-houfe,, 
built by the Emperor Cuarxes the fifth, after his 
abdication. mer Sheer iat Aaiee ey ceo 
_. ‘The palace is a magnificent ftru@ure : the rooms 
of it are finifhed in a ftyle far fuperior to thofe of any 
palace in England, and enriched with many fine paint- 
ings: that of thefamily of HecTor, in the council. 
chamber, Jays claim to the firft-rank of eminence. 
Of the other buildings (the grandeur of which enti- 
tle them to the names of palaces), thofe of the Prince 
déla Tour and Taxis, and the Britifh earl of Aylef- 
bury, are diftinguithed by great beauty and magnifi- 
cence. Indeed, in all the palaces, there are collec- 
tions of original paintings, by the moft eminent maf- 
ters, both Italian and Flemifh. 

The royal library of Bruffels claims particular at- 
tention, for the magnitude and liberality of its efta- 
blifhment, containing a grand colle@ion of the mott 
excellent books in‘all languages, and being open all 
the year on Tuefdays, Thurfdays, and Saturdays, to 
publucacceieis 2S é ea 

The arfenal of Bruffels is extremely well worth 
going to fee, on account of the very. curious antique 
arms it contains—of which itis, at this diftance of 
time, impoflible for me to give you any account worth 
attention. The armour of the Emperor CuarLes 
the Fifth, together with the furniture of his hore, 
aud ftate fword, are fhewn: I could fee nothing either 
novel or interefting in them—a ftrong mark, I pre- 
fume, of my want of tafte; but I confets my organs; — 
are not fo refined as to fecl any extraordinary 
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tions at the fight of a heap of inert matter, merely 
becaufe it once enveloped the carcafe of a tyrant : 
neither were they fo very coarfe or dull as not to un- 
dergo very pointed fenfations at the fight of the ar- 
mour of Montezuma, the injured emperor of Mex- 
ico, the viétim of avarice and rapine, under their 
~ ufual mafk, religion. Why Montezuma’s armour 
fhould make a part of the trophies of a Popith ftate, 
and be triumphantly exhibited, is hard to account: for 
in human folly : why that fhould be exhibited which 
isa flain of the deepeft-damned black, in their black 
code of faith, is aftonifhing, unlefs we allow the truth 
of the old faying, “* Quos Deus vult perdere, prius 
-dementat;” and that, after having violated every 
principle of virtue, morality, and. human: feeling— 
after having furpaffed in cruelty all that we know of 
the worft monfters of the earth, or of the deep, the- 


fell hyena, or the ravening fhark—after having fuc- ~ 


cefsfully emulated the worft efforts of the moft malig- 
nant fpirits that are faid to hold counfel for the ruin 
of mankind in hell—they were defirous to tranfmit 
the fpoils of their ravages to pofterity, to tell them 
what glorious things have been atchieved in days of 
yore, for the love of Curist—to demonftrate what 
benefits are to be derived from a religion which has, 
for fo many hundred years, given fanétion to every 
enormity that ftrikes the foul of man with horror, and 
thereby to make converts to their principles. Mon- 
fters! fools! Away with your idle cants, ye hypo- 


crites, who would brand the cruelties of the prefent 


days, the maffacres of the Jacobins, with the crime of 
infidelity, and attribute thofe much lamented defec- 
tions from humanity to a falling off from. the Chri 
tran faith. Look to Mexico !—fee a monfter, a high 
pricit of your religion, colleéing, by fair promifes 
and {weet periuafion, a people round him ; and, wht 


a plain was filledy commanding his bloodhounds, 2a 
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ed with fword and crucifix, to fall upon and mur- 
der them—becaufe one poor creature, who - knew 
not what a book meant, had accidentally dropped a 
bible from his hands!—fee him not {paring age or 
fex, but butchering all, for the love of Curist!— 
When have ‘the deluded and enfrenzied mob of 
France perpetrated, in the full torrent of popular 
frenzy, fuch atrocities as this cruel prieft committed 
in cold blood? when have they hunted down their 
fellow-creatures, maffacred children, and given their 
et panting members to their dogs for food, as pious 
Chriftians, “headed by a pious prieft, have done in 
Mexico? Never! never !—Learn wifdom, then, ye 
hypocrites! and if you cannot convince your enemies 
by reafon, or conquer them by force, and if their pre- 
datory and wicked progrefs is not to be ftopped, do 
not fanétify their enormities, or palliate their crimes, 
in the eye of reafon, by a comparifon with thofe of a 
deeper dye: remember, that ‘ not to be the worlt 
ftands in fome rank of praife,” and that the Jacobin 
cruelties of Paris, horrible though they were, were 
pity and tender mercy, compared with the Chriftian 
butchery in Mexico, in Europe, in Afia, in every 
place where Popery ever fet its bloody hoof. 

You are not, from what I fay, to infer that I enter- 
tain any illiberal animofity to Popery, as many men, 
and more women, do, merely becaufe its articles of 
faith differ from thofe in which I was bred ; I truft 
my heart and underftanding are above fuch very de- 
grading prejudices : but I abhor every thing that m’- 
-Jitates againft human happinefs—every thing that — 
cruthes the operations of intelle&—every thing that 





ftops the current of opinion, and prevents its courfe 


from enlarging and meliorating our condition: 1 ab- 
hor the impertinent and hypocritical intrufion of all 
churchmen upon national or domeltic concerns 5 = 
more, when that introfion is mifchievous ; and 
<x E3 
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fill, when it affumes the mafk ‘of piety—for that 
is at once a fraud upon man-and an abufe of Gop. 
All thofe caufes of abhorrence attach, more or lefs, 
to all fe&s of the Chriftian réligion, the Quakers 
only excepted—but to Popery rather more than to 

any of the others ; for it is obferved, that while the 
very firft principles of Chriftianity, as originally laid 
down in theory, are peace and good-will towards 
men, warfare, perfecution, and bloodfhed, have prac- 
tically marked its footfteps wherever it has trod, and 
its very effence been perverted by its own minifters, 
who, entrufted with the key of the temple, fteal the 
veftments from the altar, to cover ‘the deformed, 
crooked back ot vice. But the rays of dawning rea- 

_ fon now break with fuller light: uponmankind ; and 
it haftens to meridian refplendence, before which thofe 
phantoms raifed by pious jugglers’ will vanith, and, 
like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion, leave not a 
wreck behind,”’ 





LETTE Rx. 





bee In the arfenal of Bruffels was another curio- 
fity, which I overlooked in my laft—a model of a 
_ cannon, conftruéted fo as to throw feven balls.at once. 
It is fome confolation to philanthropy to reflect, that 
_ of all the abominable engines and inftruments which a 
the inventive’ faculties of man have difcovered to in- 
creafe the cruelty and carnage of war, not one has 
been of late times adopted. This model lies here, r- 
therefore, only as a memorial of the diabolical genius: ~~ 
of the inventor, > a inn 
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_ The opera-houfe of Bruffels, accounted the nobleft 
and largeft in Europe, is built after the Italian man- 
ner, with rows of lodges or clofets, in moft of which 
are chimneys. One of thofe, which belonged to a 
prince, whofe title I now forget, was hung with look- 
ing-glaffes, in which, while he fat by the fire, took 
refrefliments, or reclined on his couch, he could fee 
the whole reprefentation, without being expofed to the 
view of either the adtors or the audience. 

The markets of Bruffels are very remarkable. The 
dukes of St. Pierre paid no lefs than forty thoufand 
florins, or upwards of three thoufand pounds Sterling, 
for four pictures. of them, painted by Rugens and 
SynpER—LeEwis the Fourteenth of France offered — 
an immenfe fum of money for them; but they found 
fficir way at laft into the colleétion of the Britith Earl - 
of Orford. The value of them is faid, by connoit- 
feurs, to be beyond computation. : 

Bruffels is extremely well fupplied with, water ; 
for, befides the river, it has twenty public fountains, 
adorned with ftatues, at the corners of the moft pub- 
lic ftreets ; and the lower part of the city is cut into 
canals, which communicate with the great one, ex- - 
tending from Bruffels to the Scheldt, fifteen miles: 
by means of this Canal, which was finifhed in 1561, 
and coft the city eight hundred thoufand florins, a 
perfonagey fail frém Broffels to the North Sea; and 
barques do aétually go twice a-day to Antwerp, and 
back again. 

This city. is full of churches, of which the moft 
_ remarkable is that of Saint Micuazi and Saint 
Gupuxa, commonly called the cathedral. It is a 
fuperb, old Gothic ftru&ture, and, from its celebrated 
fituation, a moft beautiful ornament to the city. It: 
is not only grand in its external appearance, but: 
finely adorned within. The pillars which fupportgbe _ 
roof are lofty and elegant : and againit each is a dta- 
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tue of ten feet in height. . There are no lefs than fix- 
teen chapels in it; and each chapel is enriched with 
abundance of {plendid ornaments, altar finery, candle- 
fticks, crucifixes, &c. and with fome excellent pic- 


tures too: a pitture of Jesus Curist prefenting the . 


keys of Paradife to Saint Perr, which is reckoned 
among the chef-d’ceuvres of Rusens, hangs in one 
of thofe chapels. There are fome monuments, alfo, 
of very great merit, in the choir of this church. But 
that which I think by far the greateft and moft admi- 
rable curiofity (I mean of human workmanfhip) in 
the church, is a pulpit—one of the richeft and moft 
exquifitely wrought pieces I have ever.feen: at the 
bottom are feen Apam and Eve as large as life,.re- 
prefented as at the moment when.the angel drove 
them out of Paradife: in both of their faces” afe 
deeply and expreffively marked the traits of a mind 
agonifed with anguifh and remorfe: behind Eve isa 
figure of Death, which follows them ; and on the top 
of the pulpit are feen the figures of Jesus Curist 
and the Virgin Mary crufhing the head of the Ser- 
pent. . The ftrong expreflions in the faces of all thofe 
figures, and the exquifite turn of the workmanhhip, is 
the more remarkable, as it is all cut out of oak wood. 
Of fupernatural curiofities, one of the chapels in 
this cathedral contains fome, that, for miracle, yield 
to none in the long catalogue of ea 
. Three hofts or wafers are daily worfhipped by the 
people; which hofts or wafers, the priefts firmly af- 
fert, and the people as firmly believe, were, fa long 
ago asthe year.1369, ftabbed by a Jew, and bled 
profufely. They are expoféd on every feftival, an a 


chalice richly fet with diamonds ; and on the firft Sun-: 
day after every thirteenth of July, there is a yearly. 
proceflion in memory of this ftabbing and bleeding, 
when the hofts aré carried in great ftate round thé | 


city, embelltfhed with all manner of precious gee 
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the magiftrates, the courts of juftice, and even by the 
governor of the province : the chapel where they are 
kept is of marble, and the altar of folid filver. 

Great Gop! what an opprobrium to the human 
underftanding, that, at the time when the mind of 
man is fufficiently enlightened to avoid the weaknefs 
of fhameful credulity, a whole people fhould ftoop to 
fuch extravagant impofition! what a fhame to juiticc — 
and honefty, that thofe who are trufted to guard the 
tights of a people, and who certainly are too well 
informed to yield their belief to fuch trafh, fhould 
yet join in, and give the weight of their authority to 
fo grofs, fo wicked a deception on a community! ‘The 
magiftrates, the courts of juftice, and the governor— 
they walk, too, in company with the bald-pated im- 
poftors—Good Gop! can more be faid? volumes of 
comment could not elucidate or render it more con- | 
fpicuoufly abfurd than the bare recital of the fact itfelf. 

It is impoflible for me to recount to you the num- 
ber of nunneries, of various orders, in which unfor- 
tunate women were cloiftered up, fome from bigotry, 
and others by force, in this city. There were, how- 
ever, two of them Englifh—one of Dominican ladies, 
founded by Cardinal Howarp, in the reign of 
Cuarues the Second, of which a lady of the noble 


Houfe of Norfolk was always abbefs ; the other is of — 


Benediétine nuns ; the Beguinage of the latter is like 
a little town, furrounded with a wall and ditch, and 


divided into pretty little {treets, where every Beguine © ~ 
has her apartment; the number of them amounts in 


general to feven or eight hundred, fometimes more. 
If population be the true ftrength of a_ nation, 


this part, of Popery is very impolitic. The fucceffion of 
4 women in this one convent fince the reign of CHARLES 


‘the fecond, muft amount to many thoufands, _- 


thofe been married, and, on an average, had~ iy 
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two.children each, with the children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren, down. to_the prefent day, 
im all the ramifications of defcent, there is no doubt 
but their number would equal that of the whole 
people of fome extenfive provinces. What, then, 
mutt. be the lofs to the population of the earth, 
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arifing from the celibacy of fo many millions of 


males and females as have been configned to fterility 
m the catholic countries, ever fince that extraor- 
dinary dottrine came firft into fafhion? It is out of 
the reach of calculation : not but, now and_then, they 
may have children—indeed they certainly have; but 
thafe are generally difpofed of in a way not to 
bring fhame on the frail Sifterhood, or their Con- 
feffors. 

In wading. through fuch a torrent of offenfive ideas 
zs the innumerable abfurdities and deceptions. of 
_ Popith countries continually raife in the mind, it is 
a pleafing circumftance to be relieved by the con- 
templation of fome really ufeful, humane inftitution ; 
and fuch a one prefents itfelf now to my recolleétion : 
At Bruffels, and, I am told, at all great towns of 
the Netherlands, there is a public office for lending 
money at 2 very moderate intereft upon pledges : 
it is called the Mount of Piety ; and was eftablifhed 
nearly 108 years ago by the Archduke, ALBERT, 
and IsapeLLa, his wife. By this inftitution, the 
poor are faved from the fleecings and frauds of pawn- 
brokers: and to render it ftill more perfe& in ac- 
commodation, there are private paflages for en- 
trance; fo that thofe who would with to conceal 
their neceflities, are exempted from the mortification 
of being feen publicly going in, or coming out. 

You have read, I prefume, that in the days of 


Heathenifm, the Deities of that curious Mythol 3 ae 


were fuppofed to rejoice in the number Three. Th 
Popith Code has fixed upon Seven as ge lucky num- 
4 ~~ bets 
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ber. Thus they have feven facraments, feven deadly 
fins, &c. &c. Bruffels has improved upon that; and, 
taking the hint from their bleffed liturgy, has feven 
grand ftreets ; feven parifh-churches ; feven Patrician 
families, out of which the Magiftrates aré or were - 
elected ; feven large {quares ; feven midwives, licenfed 
and fworn by the Senate; and feven gates, lead- 
ing to feven places of recreations and exercife, one to 
a place proper for fowling, a fecond to a place for 
fithing, a third to one for hunting, a fourth to pleafanr 
fields, a fifth to paftime grounds, a fixth to fprings 
and vineyards, and a feventh to gardens. Befides all 
which fevens they boaft of having once had the 
great good fortune of entertaining, at one time, feven 
crowned heads, with feven thoufand horfe belong; 
to their retinue. If there were any {pell in the num. 
ber Seven, the people of Bruffels furely muft have 
been fecure from all mifchief; but the Sans-culottes 
have broken the charm, difperfed the necromancers, 
‘and lowered poor number Seven to its mere arith. 
metical value, 

The inns, or eating: houfes, in this city, were 
equal to any in the world: a {tranger might ..dine 
‘there better and cheaper than in any “place per- 
haps, on earth. _ The wines, alfo, were excellent 
and cheap; and coach-hire beyond expeétation reg. 
fonable—And here I recolle& to remark to you, 
that, all the way from Oftend to Broffels, one js 
obliged to fit, dine, &c. in bed-chambers 3 a circum. 

ce which is extremely difcordant to the feelin 
of thofe who have been ufed to Britith inns, although 
‘the bed-chambers are, to fay the truth, large and 
“commodious. At the very walls of Bruffels begins the 
_ famous: wood of Sogne, from which the inhabitants. 
~ were allowed to cut wood for fuel: as fat as. thes 
frees were cut down, frefh ones were planted in 
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-ftead ; by which means the wood was preferved, and it 
afforded a continual fupply to the poor. ~~ 

_ Broffels is fo very remarkable, a place that I have 
taken more than my ufual fcope of defcription of it. 
Jott as I had finifhed it, 1 read a paragraph im the 
public papers, flating that it is likely to be annexed 
to the territories of the French Republic. 





LETTER Xk 





Hirruerto, as I have proceeded on my 
travels, I have been purpofely very particular in my 
-deferiptions of the towns through which I paffed on 
my way to India, in order to give your mind a dif- 
pofition to inquiry, and point out to you an over- 
flowing fource of improvement and delight. Having 
fo far {hewn you how amply you will be rewarded, 
even m amufement, by the trouble of fearching 
ito books, for the accurate topographical deferip- 
tions of towns, cities, buildings, &c. &c. I think I 


may fpare myfelf that labour for the future, and : 


confine myfelf to thofe points that more immediately 
apply to the enlargement of the mind—I mean, the 
government, laws, manners, and character of the people 
of each country; and only ufe the former as fubfer- 
vient to the latter purpofe, at leaft until I come to 
thofe places where, the ground being but little trod- 
den by Britifh feet, more precife defcription may™ _ 

become neceflary. z SZ tein | 
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But, before I leave the Netherlands, I muft make - 
a few remarks upon the country and people, which it 
would be unpardonable in me to omit, after having been 
already fo minutely particular in things of inferior 
merit to the fcope of my plan. — 

Although perfonal appearance be, in the éye of 
Moral Philofophy, a very inferior confideration, and 
mind the proper ftudy of man; yet, in defcribing a 
people, I cannot think it altogether unneceffary to 
include their perfonal appearance, as it will be found 
that there exifts a greater analogy between the 
perfon and the mind of men than is generally per- 
_ ceived. Thus the lively hilarity, the reftlefs activity, 
_ the levity and fantaftic chara&ter of the French, are 
ftrongly pourtrayed in the national perfon. In like 
manner, the lufty, fat, clumfy and misthapen perfon 

of the people of the Netherlands, is ftrongly illuf 
" trative of the temper. and habit of their mind, in- 
telleé&s and {fpirits: induftrious and heavy; dull of 
underftanding, but not defe&ive in judgment ; flow 
in work—but, perfevering in effort, and unerring in 
the procefs, they are generally fuccefsful in the end: 
in-war, cold and “backward. at offenfive operations, 
‘but inflexible and terrible in refiftance ;_ like the boar 
of the foreft, they feck not the combat with any; 
but will not go out of their way to decline it with 
the moft powerful: their appetites and defires cooler. 
than other nations, but lefs fubje& to change or ~ 
caprice: never violently in love, but rationally at 
tached to their wives; and both men. and women: 
faithful to their conjugal vow, as well from natural 
‘temperament, as from a principle of virtue. ia 

Thus conftituted by nature, the effects of their 
duftry are wonderful in every thing, but chiefly 
their canals-and fluices, which ferve not only for | 
fupport of their commerce, and the facility ¢ 
courfe, but for their defence againt ene 











—ufes, commerce, has fo entirely abforbed all their in — A 
telle&, and pofleffed their very fouls, that they feem 


to flavery, they are become a fort of ftrange, in-— 


~ 4efelf would find a difficulty in defcribing. They retain 


where they fhould attach themfelves, where refift, or 
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in other times; but, alas ! the former of thefe 
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almott entirely negligent of the latter ; and from being,» 


of all people, the moft wife and vigilant in determining 


and afcertaining their rights, the moft zealous afferters 
and defenders of their independence, the moft ardent 
friends to liberty, and the moft determined» enemies 


confiftent, hotch-potch politicians, whom ingenuity 


fo much of their ancient and noble vigilance as ferves 
to make them fufpicious—fo much of their indepen- 
dence as difpofes them to change—fo much of their 
jealoufy as ftimulates them. to refiftance—but not 
one particle of their former wifdom, to inftrué them 


where refolve to a&t—nor of their courage to carry 
any refolution they might form into effec. 

In the year 1781, the Emperor Josreru the Second 
came to Bruffels, in order to indulge “his paternal. 
feelings'as a monarch with the contemplation=and ~ 
view of his fubjeéts, and alfo to be inaugurated; 
and perhaps upon no occafion that has ever occurred” 
in the moft volatile nation, was.there greater joy 2 
more univerfally exprefled. For fome time before his 
arrival, the whole country was in motion; and, even with a. 
them, domeftic induftry ftopped its ufual perfevering ——__ 
pace, fufpended in the eager, anxious ‘expeétation of 
his arrival: Every thing in the birth, education, 
natural difpofition and perfon of the young Emperor; 
united to intprefs his fubjeéts with the moft exalted: Ee 
opinion of his goodnefs, and to infpire all ranks of 3 
people with the moft fortunate prefages of a wife and 
beneficent government. — Nor did he difappoint them = 
his conduét, when among them, is handed over to. 

= 
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and condefcenfion, which fhowed that the grandeur E 
of the monarch had not made him forget the nature ; 
of the man, and that his heart was better fitted for 
the mild, domeftic enjoyments of a fubjett, than the ; 
ftern and unbending hhardihood fit fora King: for I 
am perfectly of opinion with the celebrated Junrus, 
that there are virtues in a private man which are vices 
in a King ; and that the monarch ofa country, in order 
to preferve refpeé, fhould avoid familiarity, and keep 
his perfon facred from too general obfervation. SHAK- 
SPEARE has put into the mouth of his Henry the 
Fourth, a beautiful expreffion on this fubjeét, well 
worth the attention of Kings— = 

« Had I fo lavith of my prefence been, 

So common hackney’d in the eyes of men, 

Opinion, that did help me to the Crown, 

Had fill kept loyal to poffeffion, 

And left me in reputelefs banifiment, 

A fellow of no mark, nor likelihood. 

By being feldom feen, I could not ftir, 

But, likea comet, I was wonder’d at: 

That men would tell their children, This is he.” 


Of the number I have heard, I will mention one 
anecdote only, and one remarkable expreffion of Jo- 
sePH’s, which will ferve to fhew in its mue light 
what his difpofition was; and when you confider’ 
them as the aét and fentiment of a young man aurfed 
in the lap of defpotifm and pride, you cannot but 
confider them as marvellous. : poe 
~ In his journey to the low countries, ‘he wifitted ~~ 
Wurtzaurg ; and, in his perambulating alone and =~ 
incog. {topped at a little public-houfe, where the 
people were bufily employed in entertaining them- 
felves: he went in, and inquired why they were fo_ 
merry Sir,” faid one of the country people, w 
are celebrating a marriage.” “¢ May I be permitt 
to jo the company?’ faid the difeuifed Empe 
The hoft obtained that permiffion for him. Wh 
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entered the room, the siacriad couple were prefenited 
to him, and he received them with great gaiety, fat 
down, drank their health, and, having informed him- 
felf of their fituation, took leave of the company : but 
what was their aftonifhment, when, on lifting up a 
bottle of wine, they found a draft for fix hundred 
florins, figned Joszru, and payable for the ufe of the 
married couple. . 

At Luxembourg, when the people called aloud on 
Heaven to fhower down bleffings on him for his af- 
fability, he made ufe of this remarkable expreflion, 
while his feelings moiftened his eyes : “ I with I could 
make you as happy in my care, as I am in’your affec- 
tion !”” 

The affability of monarchs has often been magni- 
fied by the foolith, and often blamed by the wife: | 
But, if all the inftances of condefcenfion praétifed by 
kings were like that I have recited of JosrpH; if — 
they arofe from a found, unqueftionable {pirit of phi- 
lanthropy, not from gaping curiofity, broad folly, or 
a puerile inquifitive habit ; and if, inftead of conceiving 
thofe they vifit paid for their intrufion with the honour 
of having converfed with majefty, and leaving them 
churlifhly, they would generoufly pay them with hard 
_ eath, as the good Emperor Josepu did; then, indeed, 
- their affability might defy the exaggeration of foolsy 
and mutt certainly command the applaufe of the wife. 

On the 13th of July, the ceremony of inauguration 
took place at Bruffels. Nothing could equat the 
iplendour of the place but the general joy of the peow 
ple: the crowds were beyond all conception immenfe, 
and every thing was carried on with regularity till 
evening, when, in playing. off fome fire-works, that 
noble building the town-houfe took fire, and Was 
burat: fix unfortunate perfons loft their lives, and aL 
twenty were dangeroufly hurted: thofe who perithed. ~~ 
were abfolutely roaited, and their cries were beyond © 
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defcription piercing. To fuch a temper as JosErH’s, 
you will readily conclude that this muft be a moft 
afflicting circumftance—it was fo; and he left Bruf- : 
fels under the preffure of very different feelings from =, 
thofe with which he entered it, and was followed by ~~ 
the prayers and bleflings of all the people. z 
But now we are to view the reverfe of the medal. 
The found of their prayers for his welfare, and praifes 
of his goodnefs, had hardly died away upon their 
lips; ere their minds turned to revolt and rebellion, 
J will not fay that they were not right in one or 
other, or which of thofe two extremes : certainly they 
could not be right in both; much lefs can their fub- 
fequent condué be juftified, or accounted for, in any 
principle of human nature, but that of the moft ab- 
je meannefs, daftardly feeblenefs, and grofs folly. 
They returned to their allegiance, and befought for- 
givenefs : that forgivenefs was granted. How they 
have behaved fince, I have already informed you, 
(fee Letter IV.) ; and I have now to add, that, pil- 
laged by the French, and likely to be left unproteé- 
ed, they have again held their necks out, foliciting 
the proteétion and the yoke of Auftria, and have 
aétually offered to raife 100,000 men for the empe- 
ror; if he will again drive the French out of their . 
territories—An excellent word thatir! - Reg 
‘How a people, once formed for manly pith ang 
love of. freedom, could bend fo low, is unaccountable. 
It is a queftion hard to be determined, whether an ob- - 
ftinate adherence even to a bad canfe, is not more - 
refpedtable, than a fickle, alternate dereliétion, and. 1 
adoption of right and wrong, as it fuits the caprice or at 
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oe 


convenience of the moment? Of two things fo very 
contemptible, I think the former the leaft odious and 
leaft unmanly. saree 
At the fame time, my see on.the county a 
led me to conceive, that under the name of freedoms ""\*) 
F 
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the ‘groaned under the yoke of tyranny} for, though 


Beesonry was, as I have deferibed it, charming,: its 
~~ fecundity unfurpaffed, its face-decorated with the beft 
gifts of Providence—I mean, fmiling fields and bleat- 
tog plains—though Ceres profufely repaid the labours 
of the hufbandman, though: every ficld had the ap- 
pearance of a garden, and though, upon inquiry, I 
found that land which would bring in England five 
pounds an acre, rented at eight, nine, and ten fhil- 
lings of our money-at moft—yet, in fpite of -all this, 
_ . the farmers were’ rather poor in general—not even 
one of them to be found rich or fubftantial, like the 5a 
middle rank of that-clafs of men in Englands. They ~— | 
wanted the great ftimulus to. induftry—fecurity of : 
their property :. they were liable.to:he turned. out by 
their Jandlords at pleafure, and to be plundered when 
itthould pleafe fome- monarch to make war. © yu. 
_-‘Bhe frit of thefe, however, you will obferve, is 
not the oppreflion of the emperor: it is the tyranny 
of that worft of all conflituent parts of a ftate, ao a 
ariftocracy—a_ vile ariftecracy!—that univerfal, that © 
. every-day “defpotifin, under which all- places groan, = =~ 
more or lefs—which is exercifed in all the various ~~ 
gradations of life that chequer fociety, from the great 
tan who, under the name of minifter; domineers over 
the peer, to the country fox-hunting favage,-who puts” 
4 poor wretch in: jail to pine for years, (his family, 
the while, fupported by the parith charity), only for 
doing that which makes the enjoyment. of his: own 
life, “killing a partridge: ora. hare !|—that ariftocrati¢ 
tyranny which is feea feowling on.the brows:of a 
_ fwaggering fellow in power, adopted: by his fecretary 
with tacreafe, by him handed down to’an upftart fet 
of fellows in office, dependent: on his’ fmile, and b 
them difplayed in all the naufeous, defpicable:-forms 
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fected ftare, the liftlefs tod, the feigned deafnefs, = 
blindnefs, ‘abfence; and other fathionable perfections, . 
which ferve as vents for upftart arrogance, and indem- i 
nify the fycophant for the vile homage and fubmiffion % 
which he has before paid fome wretch mean and arro- Zz 
gant as himfelf!—TI tell you, my dear FReDERICK, it 
is this ariftocratic ufurpation of power, where power 
exifts not, nor is neceflary—this infulting affamption 
of fuperiority,. this hidden petty oppreflion which ~ 
Tears its head in every manor,.nay, almoft every town 
and village.in the kingdom, that puts the nations out 
of tune, mars the harmony of focial arrangement, and 
renders power inthe aggregate obnoxious.. Why, 
our very women have their faucy, ariftocratic, fuper- 
cilious front, their haughty flare, their contemptuous 
titter ; and barter the winning foftnefs of the fex, the 
dimples where the loves fhould dwell, for the haughty 
tofs of the head, the ill-natured fneer, and the infult- 
ing Heétor’s frown—And thus the fpirit of arifto- 
cracy, like a poifonous weed, grows and expands from 
one to the other with baleful luxuriance, gradually 
overfpreading the whole face of humanity, flopping — 
the wholefome current of the focial atmofphere, and 
choaking up the lefs rank but more ufeful plants— 
Thus it goes round in: {hameful traffic; and, as the 
poet fays, - wee Sl pesceerenee te aoe p ee Se oie : ae Se ‘ 

spew pit Pease Che 7 cA; dienes Kes aes - ress. 

» . = "The wh—re fhe kicks her cully, ~~~ 
= Court-waiters are kick’d ‘at cally 3° 

2 We are all kick’d, yet bully = > 
“1, While iavreft- kicks the ball.?.. <= .- 
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Yam perfuaded, that if the grievances of the moft 
defpotic ftates were fairly eftimated, and affigned to 


their real authors, the princes of fach ftates would be = Ez 


found refponfible for a very {mall fhare indeed, 
compared. with the ariftocrac sand by 21 
mean not merely lords, bat all men who 
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wealth which Providence has beftowed upon them to 
the purpofes of tyranny, exactions, impofition, and 
oppreffion—under which four heads we will again 
find, not only imprifonment for begging alms, impri- 
fonment for fhooting a partridge, but often feduction, 
adultery, and perfecution for refifting or reforting to 
law for punifhment of that feduétion or adultery. Of 
all thofe things, the proofs, I fear, in all nations, are 
abundant : I am fure they are fo in the beft governed 
ftate in Europe—I mean, England— 


~~ Qui capit, ille facit.” 


I have thrown up a fool’s cap: how many are 
there who will privately put it on! 





EET TER AWN, 
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AS the time of my departure from Bruffels 
approached, I found the bitter fenfations with which 
I left London, in fome meafure, returning. My for- 


tunate encounter with General LockHarT had af- 


forded me a temporary refpite ; but now I was once 
-more to face an unknown country alone, without the 
chance of again meeting a friend to folace my mind, 
or mitigate my woe, on this fide of Indias 

Having feen as much of Bruffels as my time and 
occafions would at all allow, and, in truth, having 


rather‘trefpafled on my plan, for the reafons juft memp ,- 


tioned, I determined to pufh forward as faft as it was 


poflible, and took poft for Liege, where I ar hee. 
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after pafling through a beautiful, fertile, well-culti= . 
vated country, to the charms of which the renewed 
agony of my feclings rendered me almoft infenfible, 

As we have now almoft the whole length of Ger- 
many before us to travel through, it will be proper, 
before I proceed further, to give you a general idea 
of the conftitution of this vaft empire—over all which, 
while one great monarch nominally prefides, there are 
{pread a2 number of petty potentates, who really rule 
after as diftin® forms of government as almoft any 
two governments, however remote, in Europe. 

Confidering the nature of government abftractedly, 
one would fuppofe® that it arofe from the general will 
of the fociety governed, and was formed for their ufe 
and benefit alone: but if we view the different fy 
tems fcattered over the civilized part of the earth, we 
fhall find that they originated from force and fraud; 
and that, in their firft formation, when bodily prowefs, 
not intellectual power, bore fway—when he that 
could carry the ftrongelt armour, and ftrike: the hea- 
vieft blows, was fure to govern—when mere animal 
ftrength and ferocity difinherited reafon of her rights, 
and robbed her of that afcendency to which the in- 
vention of gunpowder, aided by the art of printing; 
has fince in fome fort reftored her—the bafis upon 
which governments were raifed was, one man, not the 
whole fociety ; the point then was, how this or that 
ftrong ruffian could ‘colle moft flaves about him, not 
how this or that fociety fhould choofe the beft head; 
if he had ftrength to carry havoc through the ranks. 
of their enemies, and then to overawe themfelves, he 
was fure of dominion over the people, and left it to 
his fon; but if it fo happened that he did-not alfo 
bequeath to him bodily prowefs to preferve it, a 
next ftrong ruffian feized the reins, flung him - 
his feat, and kept it till he, or fome one of hi 
was again ferved fo in his turn by fome other: 
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«per. Hence arofe the cabals and intrigues of courts, — 

~ the fpirit of party, and inteftine commotion ; till at 
length the people, for their own fecurity, and to - 
avoid the horrors of civil-war, made choice (from 
difmal neceffity) of fome one family to rile them. 
As fociety advanced, and opulence held forth temp- 
tation, fome greater ruffian, followed by a horde of 
needy, famifhed barbarians, made incurfions on thofe 
rulers; and being irrefiftible, as well from numbers 
firmly connected, as from the powerful impulfe of ne- 
ceflity, under whofe banners they generally robbed 
and ravaged, was fubmitted to on terms, and became 
Lord Paramount of a number of petty fovereigns, 
who did homage to him, and fleeced the miferable 
fubjects, to keep him in humour; and thus, in a feries 
of time, the power of both took root, and remained 
immoveable, unlefs when torn up by fome violent 
tempeft that convulfed the ftate, and fhook it to its 
foundations. 

Reading this account, you will very naturally ex. 
claim, ‘* Good Gon! how abfurd! how irrational !?? 
Yet fo it is; and from this fource, muddy though it 
be, is modern honour, and modern greatnefs, and mo- 
dern high blood, derived: from this foul and turbid 
fountain have moft of the governments of the world 
iflued ; from thofe ftrong men of yore have moft of 
our modern governors defcended: and as it generally 
happens’ (fo equally has Providence diftributed the 
gifts of nature) that the ftrength of the intelle@tual 
part is in the inverfe ratio of the animal, perhaps that 
is the reafon why monarchs are formed, in general, 
of greater bodily vigour than mental endowments, 
and better fitted for the field than the cabinet—and 
for this reafon are obliged to take from the puiine 
ranks of their fubjeés fome affiftant, fo far removéd™ — 
from the great ftandard of antique dignity, as to poke 
fefs under{tanding enough to govern. Scale 
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Upon a retrofpettive view of the Hiftory of Europe, 
it will be found, that for a long time after the birth 
of Curisr, Germany was divided among fuch petty 
rulers as 1 have defcribed, who each held his little 
ftate in fovercignty,-and ‘was called Princeps in Latin, , © 
or, in plain Englith, Prince. After the downfal of ~~ 
the Weftera Empire, a nation called Franks, from 
that part called Franconia, over-ran. a great part of 
‘Gaul and Germany, and in the fifth century took — 
poffeffion of that part of Gaul which lay north of 
the river Loire. In the year 800, CHaRLEMAGNE, 
the fon-of Pepin, their king, formed an immenfe em- 
pire in the well, comprehending a great part of Ger- 
many, France, Italy, and a part of Spain. About 
eighty years afterwards, the petty princes of Germany 
fhook off the French Carlovinian race, and- ele&ted 
an emperor.of their ewn from the Houfe of Bavaria. 
At laft Henry the Fourth, having difpleafed that 
grand arbiter the Pope, was put under the ban, and 
in confequence depofed by the ftates ; on which occa- — 
fion his Holinefs: had’ the addrefs to make that great 
dignity elective, he having uncontroled power over 
the’ eleétors; fince which it has continued fo, with 
fome modifications, and under certain regulations, 
formed by Caarues the Fourth, at the diet of Nu- 
remberg. The election, however, has been always 
fo managed, that it has never departed from the re- 
gular line of fucceffion but when there was an aétual 
want of heirs. ene 
- Ina country over which the Pope had fuch influ- 
ence, it might reafonably be fuppofed that intolerance 
is carried to a great length ; but it is not fo, as a re- 
view of each particular {tate thews. The eftablifhed _ 
religion, in general, is Popery. _JosepH the Second, 
that good and wife monarch, difplayed a great 
rit of toleration than any’ other Catholic pr 
Henry the Fourth of France... He was not 
mea Rod F4 wor 
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by a friar for it, it is true—thofe days of pious bar- 
barity are paft; but he was vifited on the occafion by 
his Holinefs, who, after a variety of remonftrances 
againft the relaxation he gave to religious feverity in 
his own dominions, finding him unmoved by papers, 
refolved to attack him in-perfon:. but, whether it 
was that the pontifical amulet loft its charm when out 
of the air of Rome, or that his Holinefs was not pro- 
perly anointed before (like Hecate in Macbeth), he 
took his flight, or that he forgot fome of thofe reliques 
which were expetted to operate on JosEPH’s mind, 
fo it was, that the good emperor continued inflexibly 
attached to his former refolve; and, after killing his 
Holinefs’ toe, and a thoufand other pretty polite- 
neffes, fent him back to Rome. again. with his finger 
in his mouth; and a ftory to relate, that would, at 
one time, have fet all Europe in a flame, and fent.the 
good monarch, like Henry the Second of England, 
to lath himfelf naked over the rotten remains of fome 
vagabond fraudulent prieft. 

In the election of emperor, the laws of the empire 
have laid down no qualification but that which ought 
to be the fine gud non of all princes, namely, that he 
be yuftus, bonus, et utilis—eNeither have they made any 
limitation in regard to religion, nation, ftate, or age > 
neverthelefs, the majority of cletors being Papifts, a 
Roman Catholic prince is always chofen, ate 

~The rank of the emperor is very great: he is 
looked upon by all crowned heads as the firft Euro- 
pean potentate; and, as fuch, precedence is always 
given him and his ambafladors: he is the fupreme 
head of the German empire; but his. power in the 
adminiftration thereof is very limited indeed. In an+ 
cient times, the emperor had confiderable domains 
and incomes; but warfare and prodigality have difli-- 


ted the greateft part of them, and they haye beens. 
eflively alienated or mortgaged, fo that his reves 
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nues were very inconfiderable lately, and now, fince . 
the French war, are almoft as nothing. 

The prefent emperor Francis found the empire, 
when he was elected, incumbered with difficulties of 
the moft enormous magnitude—a war on which the 
exiftence of every monarchy in Europe feemed to de- 
pend, an exhaufted treafury, anda difpofition to re- 
volt in a part of his dominions, the Netherlands. At 
this prefent time, his fituation is, beyond that of every 
other prince, lamentable :—almoft all his refources 

"gone, and an infolent, formidable, triumphant enemy, 
proceeding and carrying conqueft by rapid ftrides 
through his country. He called upon his people to 
fupport him. The ftates of the Netherlands, inftead 
of affifting him to ftop the progrefs of the enemy, 
invited and opened their gates to them, put them in 
their bofom, and were ftung. Of the other ftates, 
fome refufe their aid, while fome have recourfe to 
feeble expedients ; and, to evade the weight, tempo- 
rife, procraftinate, and fhufle, till at length will come 
the French army, and force them to do for their 
enemy ten times more than (if done timely, and with 
a good grace) might fave the empire and themfelves. 
The Kine of Prussia, one’of thofe ftates, on being 
called upon, fays he is bufily employed in fecuring 
the plunder of Poland, and cannot come—while the 
tyger is glutting in the blood of the harmlefs flocks, 
the huntimen are ¢oming upon him, to cut him off, 
Asan Englifhman, zealous for the welfare of my 
country, I wifh the Kine of Prussra may not, by 

his attention to Poland, facrifice all Germany to the 

French. . As an honeft man, I cannot help entertain- 

ing a with, that the fcandalous and outrageous wrongs 
done to Poland, and this treachery to the allics whom - 
he himfelf brought into the prefent difficulties, ma 
be. expiated by any calamity, however great, ‘that ys 

does not extend fo the intereft or wellbeing of Europe "i 
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Je “is a maxim in courts of equity, ~ that°@ mait 
‘coming to demand redrefs, fhould come’ with clean 
hands, and, feeking equity, fhould do equity. “This 
maxim has unfortunately never yet extended to deci- 
fions between ftates: power is their right, and force 
* decides—Yet, in a conteft like the prefent; the very | 
foundation of which is: hoftility to kings, and which 
is carried on in the twofold way of arms, in’ the open 
field, and private negotiation for infurreétion ; when, 
for the intereft of the caufe they efpoufe, as well as 
their own perfonal fafety, kings fhould affume at once 
their beft form to appreciate themfelves, and difcredit 
their enemies in the eyes of mankind—in fuch a ftate : 
of things, I fay, for the Kinc of Prussia and the 
Empress of Russia to take the part they have done | 
with regard to Poland, is fo extravagant, that we can : 
only account for it m the will of the AtmrcurTy: 
predifpofing them for fome extraordinary crifis. No 
one would expect them: to depart from their accuftom- 
ed crooked path of policy, if fafety did not loudly 
call upon them to proceed in the dire@ road. | It is 
monftrous to fee beings endowed with common fenfes 
expending themfelves in an unjuft ftruggle for ageran- 
dizement, while the fword of extinétion is fufpended 
bya hair over their heads. eta Pan” 
But to return—in this flate is the young emperor 
at this moment, deferted by his people in the Low - 
Countries, unaided by his Continental ally, and fup- 
ported only by Great Britain. What the iffue may 
be, Gop alone can tell: but every one poffefling 4° 
"heart of feeling, or a-fingle fentiment of honour or 
juttice, muft with that young prince a fortunate deli- - 
very from the difficulties which the impolicy and 
wickednefs of others have led him into, and which 
the treachery of fome of them make more formidabley~ __ 
af not utterly infuperable. a ge a: 
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2 CHE vin various diftriéts or territories into svhick 
Serie ‘is divided, go under a variety of defigna- 
tions, not known among us as independent titles to 
power—principalities, feigniories, counties, el@orates, 
margravates, and bifhoprics lay and fpiritual. _ Of the 
Jay bifhoprics, Ofnaburg, the prince bifhop of which 
is our Duxe of York, makes one: and Liege, where 
Wwe. are now arrived is the territory of a bifhop lay 
and fpiritual, or fpiritual and temporal, one of the 
faireft kind of that clafs—for he pofleffes temporalities, 
and enjoys them; whereas their lordfhips merely _ 
fpiritual, enjoy and have the ingratitude and impu- 
dence to renounce them: but no matter for that; — 
the bifhop of Lieve poffeffes a bifhopric, fruitful in corn, _ 
wine, wood, and pafture, with air extremely pleafant 
and temiperate ; and while the latter gives his terreftxial 
clay health and appetite, the former afford him the 
means of preferving the one, and indulging the other, 
with true {piritual: comfort, and high ecclefiaftical 
voluptuoufnefs. In cafes of repletion; too, the mineral 
“waters of the bifhopric, particularly the well-known one 
of Spa, offer their aid; and fome of the beft beer in 
the world, which is brewed in thefe territories di- 





verlifies his fpiritual Lordfhip’s cup, and, with its) 
pungent bitter, fends back his palate to his wine’ witht 


renovated relifh. Ms 
-It is aftonifhing how inconfiftent with hein 


and how difcordant in their conftituent eT ; 
om 
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fome very wife inftitutions are. Thus epifeopacy, 
and all other branches, pofts or ranks, high or low, 
commiflioned or non-commiffionéd, of the church, 
publicly and fyftematically profefs poverty, abftinence, 
and an utter indifference to temporal concerns, while 
their livings are enormous, and themfelves overfed. 
’ Nay, fo cautioufly has ecclefiaftical law provided for 
that, even in our liberal eftablithments, that a bithop, 
at his inftalment, pofitively declares, in the face of 


- Gop, at the holy altar, that he is averfe to being 


a bifhop—anzlo epifcopari: Under fuch conditions, 
what muft not the charity, the condefcenfion, the 
mortifying fubmiflion of a divine be, to ftoop to a 
bithopric, and fuffer fuch a heavy load to be heaped 
upon his back—againft his will ! Affuredly, the im- 
pofing a bifhopric upon him muft be a great aé of 
violence on his inclinations: for I cannot think it 
poflible that a Chriftian divine would, in the firl 
place, commit the crime of fimony by feeking prefer- 
ment, and gaining it by proftitution; much lefs can 
I believe that he would be guilty, at the holy altar, 
of a folemn a& of perjury, by fwearing xolo epif- 


copari, if he was not aétually, and bond fidé, averfe 


to a bifhopric. 3 
The bithop.of Liege, however, may be fairly: tom 
quitted on the fcore of his temporal half, for the 
fhare of tranfgreflions committed by his fpiritual half, 
‘And ungueftionably, as a Chriftian divine, he muft 
groan in fpiritual humiliation, when he refleéts that 


his title is emblazoned with the gorgeous vanities of — 


prince of Liege, duke of Bouillon, marquis of Franche- 
mont, count of Looz, &c. Such a fet of proud worldly 
titles are of themfelves fufficient (putting the wine 
and beer, and repletion, out of the queftion) to anni- 
hilate the fpiritual merits of the bifhop, and expunge'tl 


erace of Gop from his name here, if not from a 6 


hereafter 3 ara 
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OF all kinds of flavery, that nation groans beneath 
the worft, which has the name, without the effence, 
of a free conftitution; and Germany abounds with 
fuch. By the conititution of this bifhopric, the govern- 
ment confifts of three flates, the firft is the chapter 
of Liege ; the fecond, the nobility ; and the third, the 
deputies of the towns and capital. Thefe, however, 
are very feldom called together, except to-raife taxes, 
or on fome fuch extraordinary emergency : but there 
is a.committee of the flates who meet three times 
a-week, and in time of war daily; they are always 
about the prince bifhop, to make remonitrances, and 
demand the redrefs of grievances—from whence we 
may reafonably infer, that the people are well protec- 


ted, or at leaft well governed; the continual iater- — 


courfe between the committee and bifhops, no doubt, 
tending to promote a very happy influence in favour 
of the people! 

In forming this conftitution, fpecial care has been 
taken to give the firft ftlate a great preponderance. 
The chapter is to confift of fixty perfons, who mutt 
either prove their nobility for four generations, both 
by father and mother, or have been. -doctors or 
licentiates of divinity for feven years, or of law for 
five years, in fome famous univerfity, before they can 
be admitted. ag ene 

- How. is it that the profeflion of the law fhould bear 
fuch potent fway in almoft all countries—that even 
in Liege; a Catholic country and ecclefiaftical govern- 
ment, five years fludy of the law thould be deemed 
an equal qualification to feven of divinity ? In England, 
and its dependencies, the afcendancy of the Jaw is {till 


greater; and even in America, that profeflion is the — 
firft ftep to ftate honours. The truth is, that the. — 


ee eee a 


fcience of the law, which, however defpicable im prac 


tice, is the nobleft of human fciences, quickens amy ;- 


invigorates the ugderflanding more than all i<- er 
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“kinds of learning put together; while theftudy of © E | 


divinity (I do not mean real divinity or morality, but 
that whimfical jumble of miracles and incongruities, 


of fulfome cant and fenfelefs rhapfody, called fo’ by - 


churchmen) contraés the underftanding, and bends 


it into a kind of crooked cunning. Formerly, the 2 : 


clergy were the difpenfers of the: laws, and they alone 


ftudied it—Happy times! happy people! When the 


united powers of both lawyers and priefts were lodged 

-n the fame -perfon, it is no wonder that they were 
able to enflave the perfons, when they had got 
poffeflion of the underftanding, of the people—that 
we at this day fee fo many {ftupendous monuments 
remaining of their pride and power, and that the 
bloated load of epifcopacy filli has its votaries and 
fupporters. : Sere ee 





The bithopric of Liege is very populous and e ; 
tenfive, containing many large towns, many baronies ~ 


and feigniories, feventeen abbeys: for men, who muft 


be all gentlemen, and eleven for ladies, exclufive of 


fwarms of inferior note. ~ In this diftribution of the 
abbeys, male and female, I do not. think that fuf- 
ficient regard has been-had to equality of numbets* 


I really think the fathers have been ill ufed. : The © 


ladies, though, I dare fay, are well enough contented 
with the arrangement. a 
Although, as I have ‘already -apprized you, I do 


not mean to enter into a minute defcription of towMs, 


fo very eafily found in many volumes of geography 
and hiftory, there occafionally occur certain curiofities 
in fome of thofe towns, which -it- would -be: unpar 
donable in me to pafs over, as they may not pet 
haps be: found in fuch books of thote {ciences as fall 
in. your way. = fs a Scoot 


Liege, the capital of the bifhoprics is unqueftiona 


- 
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bly a beautiful city, of immenfe fize.: its opulence, 
its pleafantnels, its plenty, and falubrity, may. be. 
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lated from the name it: ‘has long Been exprefsly called 
by Lar of eminence—the Paradife of Prielts.—Indeed, 
it muft needs be a holy and happy city ; for it is chiefly 
occupied with convents, churches, and other religious 
foundations. 

The Paradife of Prick: !__Excellent ! Why, if the 
genius of fenfuality himfelf were to torture his in- 
vention for centuries, to {trike out an appellation for 
the grand emporium of luxury, voluptuonfnefs, and ’ 
fenfyal enjoyment, he could not have hit on one fo 
fingularly appropriate as the Paradife of Pricits. 

‘In a grand cathedral hére, are five great filver 
chefts full_ of reliques, befides feveral filver ftatues — 

_ of faints ; and a Saint GEoRGE on horfeback, of mafly 

gold; and in Saint WiLL1am’s Convent, without 

the city, is the tomb of the famous Englith traveller, 
Sir Joun. Manpevite,. from whom all lying tra- 
vellers have been fince proverbially called Mandevilles 
—an appellation. which, I promife you, I will hazard 
the imputation of dulnefs rather-than incur. I fuppofe- 
it was for his truly prieftlike powers in the marvellous 
that he was honoured with a birth among. their 
reverences. ‘They have thought it neceflary, how- 
evér; to entreat, by an infcription in bad French, all. 
perfons. who. fee. it, to pray. for. his foul “Tn -trath, 
poor. Sir Joun’s marvellous {tories were as-harmlefs 
as evey were invented, and entertaining to boot. If 
fo much could be faid for their reverences, they might 
venture. to reft their future: fafety on. their own 
innocence.and Gop’s mercy : Lut I fear their miracles 
cut deeper, and will be found to-go to.a much more ~ 

important-and ferious account... . 

In:the bifhopric of Liege, twenty. ules fromthe: 
capital, ftands the-famous.town of Spa, fo, renowned. 
for its excellent. waters,-that i has. become.a vulgar, 
name for almoft all mineral waters whatfoever.., Th 
are-faid to open-obfirudtions,. concoct cruditi 23y 
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up exceffive moifture, and ftrengthen the nerves‘ and 

‘bowels ; and fuch is their reputation, that prodigious 

' quantities of them are carried into foreign countries. 

~ Fortunate coincidence, to have fuch a choice and 

-‘eafy panacea for intemperance attached to the Paradife 
of Priefs! : 
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AtX-14-Cxapzinz—The imperial city of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, by the Germans called Achen, lies 
at the diftance of twenty-fix miles, nearly eaft, of 
Liege. As it was a moderate ftage, the weather fine, 
and the face of the country around beautiful, I found 
_ My journey extremely pleafant, and entered that famous 
city in as good a difpofition to be pleafed with it, as 
-circumftances and refleétions fo melancholy as mine 
(which, in fpite of every effort, would intrude them- 
felves} may be fuppofed to allow. It is certainly a 
very fine city, and well deferves the reputation it has 
in all parts of the world. selon 

Perhaps no city in Germany has a fairer claim to 
antiquity than Aix-la-Chapelle; for it was famous, 
even, in the time of the ancient Romans, for its waters, 
and was by them called Aguifgranum, or Urbs Aquenfise 
It was deftroyed by the Huns, who, like the French 
now, deftroyed and trampled under foot every veltige 


of refinement, wherever they carried their conqueltss~ es 
and it lay in ruins till it was rebuilt by CuarLéq—/= Z 


MAGNE, who made it the feat of his empire on t 
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fide of the Alps... By him it was ordained, the kings — 
of the Romans fhould be crowned there : and it has 
_ been famous, fince that time, for councils and treaties, 
particularly that famous one between France and 
Spain in 1663, and another lately between France and 
Great Britain. — 
Although there are many Proteftants, both Luthe- 
rans and Calvinifts, in this city, they are obliged to 
go to church two miles ‘off, at a place called Vaels, 
in the dutchy of Limburg; fo that Popery prevails 
with fome portion of its intolerance. Here, as in all 
other places fubje& to its power, it has raifed the 
Gothic ‘gloomy piles.accumulated enormous mafles of 
wealth, and hoarded up: treafures, under the gulling 
pretexts of religious paraphernalia: a golden cafket, - 
fet with precious ftones of ineftimable value, is hoard- 
ed up, not for the aétual value of the moveable, but 
asthe: only fit receptacle for a relique it contains—a 
curious one, too, even of its kind—a bit of earth !— 
A bit of earth? yes! a bit of earth, common earth! 
«only with this fortunate circumftance in addition, 
that a drop of the blood of Saint SrzpHen fell, of 
is faid to have fallen, upon it, as he was ftoned to . — 
death! think of that, mafter Frepericx ! Why, 
when thofe things occtr to me, I-feel myfelf.agitated — 
by a whimfical tumult of fenfations, ferious and Indi- — 
crous, forrowful and merry, that it is impoflible to 
defcritit—fomethine like that ftate in-which the fpirits 
flutter when a perfon whimpers between a laugh and 
cry. But, to carry the matter farther, when we fe‘. - 
colle& that fome of the wifeft and brighteft of man-- 
kind, fome of the braveft warriors, fterneft philofo- 
phers, and-ableft ftatefmen, that ever exifted, have 
been the. dupes of thofe hallow artifiees, and aétu 
have knelt in devout homage to thefe bits of 
bone, flicks; and ftone; &e. we mult allow 1 
anfwers a great ‘and noble end, by pointm 
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us the infirmity of our nature, and fhewing us, to ufe 
the words of one of our brighteft luminaries, “ what 
fhadows we are, and what fhadows we purfue!”_— 


~ We have already had, and are likely yet to have, a 


fuch aclumfy load of cathedrals to attend to, that I 
fhould not mention that of Aix-la-Chapelle (a large, 
gloomy, dreary, old-fafhioned, Gothic pile), were it — 
not that it carries along with it fome matters worthy 


of notice. What think you, then, of an emperor, — 


a pope, and three hundred and fixty-five bifhops, in 
one company? Oh! precious affemblage ! ‘But where, 
-Thear you afk—where, in the name of Gon, colle& 
the bifhops ? a pope and emperor are eafily had! My 
dear FrepERIcK, three hundred and fixty-five bi- 
fhops might eafily be picked up in Chriftendom, and 
leave more behind, too, than would ferve any ufeful 
purpofe to the world.—Yes, the Emperor CHARLE- 
MAGNE, and three hundred and fixty-five bifhops, — 
were prefent at the confecration of this cathedral by 
Pope Leo the Third. That emperor lies now in 
great flate under the altar of the choir: Pope Lzo 
rots in Rome; and for the bithops, they are gone, 
perhaps, as Hamlet fays, “ to ftop a beer barrel.” — 


se Th* imperial Cxsar, dead, and turn’d to clay, 
Might ftop a hole, to keep the wind away.” 


From fuch a fplendid and opulent attendance at the 
confecration, one would naturally expeé that this ca- 
thedral would have been, at the very outfet, enriched 
with coftly and valuable trappings: but no—one 
image of that of Liege would purchafe the whole. Jt 
fhould be recollected, however, that they were all, 
excepting the emperor, Churchmen—a clafs, whofe 
charity, generally fpeaking, has, like a ring, neither. 
end nor beginning ;. or at leaft ends and begins init= 
felf, where nobody can fee it; or, according to" 
old proverb, begins at home, 
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_ ‘To compenfate, however, for thofe worldly, worth= 
lefs vanities, gold, filver, and jewels, his Holinefs, and 
their three hundred and fixty-five Graces, prefented 
the cathedral with fome exquifite pieces of relique, of 
more ineftimable value, by their account, than the 
mines of Potofi or Golconda: the firft, an old cover- 
ing—it would be folly for me to fay, whether gown, 
petticoat, or fhift—but they, that is to fay, the 
priefts, fay, and the faithful believe them, that it was. 
the fhift worn by the Virgin Mary at the birth of 
Curist—how their Holinéffes came by it, is hard to 
conjecture in the next place, a piece of coarfe 
cloth, which, they alfo fay, and are believed when they 
fay, was girt about Carts on the crofs:—thirdly, a. 
piece of cord, with which they fay he was bound: 
—fourthly, fome of the blood of Saint SrrePHEn, now 
eighteen hundred years old :—and, fifthly, a pi€ture — 
of the Virgin and Child, emboffed on a jafper, by 
Saint Luxe: With all due deference to their Reve- 
rences’ knowledge, I fhould think a dozen ftatues in 
gold of the apoftles would be rather a more valuable — « 
gift, and more ornamental, than thefe rags and cords; 
which I dare fay did not coft altogether fix pence. 
We talk here of our blue ribbons, our red ribbons, 
and our ftars, as great donations; but I thinkthe 
prefents of the Pope and three hundred and fixty-five. 
bifhops to the cathedral of Aix-la-Chapelle, beat - 
them out of the field, whether we confidér the mag« 
nificence of the gift, or the generofity of the givers. 
But that which, above all things, renders Aix-la- 
Chapelle worthy of notice, is the falubrity of its wa- 
ters, which bring from England, and all other Euro- — 
pean nations, a vaft concourfe of valetudinarians, who” 
contribute at once to the gaiety and opulence of the 
city and adjacent country. Some of thofe waters ar 
ufed for drinking, and others for bathing, refembling= 
very much, in their quality, the virtues of thofe of. 
: a Se < 
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Bath in Somerfetfhire, but that fome of them are ftill ye 
hotter and flronger : they are unpleafant to the tafte 
till ufe reconciles the palate to them, and moft of them 
have a very offenfive fmell ; but they are often pow- 
erful in effec, and give relief. in a great variety of 
maladies; and they are rendered ftill more palatable 
by the commodious neatnefs of the baths, the excel- 

_ lence of the accommodations, and the great plenty of — 
provifions, which are at once good and reafonable in 
this city. 
~ I ftaid fo fhort a time at Aix-la-Chapelle, that I 
could not, without the aid of fome of the miracles 
wrought by the faints of the Romifh church, or Sir 

- Jonn Manpevitve, acquire a fufficient knowledge 
of the people, to attempt a defcription of them, or — 
their. manners—but it and Spa are fo well known, 
‘that you cannot have much trouble in finding a de 
fcription of them already written. — = * 

As far as my obfervations enabled me to judge, 
there was nothing in the German charafer that had~ 
the power either to create intereft, or excite great 
beams are rather to be approved than ad- 
mired ; and, wanting thofe prominent features that 
fo whimfically chequer other nations with the ex-. 
-tremes of bad and good, majeftic and ridiculous, afford. 
little fubjeét to the traveller for the indulgence of fen-_ 
timental reflection, or to the philofopher for the ex- 

- ereite of moral fpeculation. + PAE 
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LETTER Xvn. 


Saas: BING adieu to the famous city of Aix- 

Ja-Chapelle, which, very untraveller-like, I pafled 
without drinking of its waters, I pufhed on, and foon 
arrived at the city of Juliers, the capital of a dutchy 
of that name, fixteen miles from Aix. The country 
itfelf is wonderfully fruitful, teeming with abundance 
of all forts of corn, wood, pafture, woad, coal, and 
cattle ; above all, a moft excellent breed of horfes, 
“of which great numbers are exported. _ 

As tothe city, though a capital, there was no- + | 
thing in it that I thought worth attention—that of 
neatnefs is its greateft praife. It is not, like Liege, 
overloaded with enormous church edifices ; but, what 
is much better, the people are opulent, the poor well 
fupplied, and all happy. In all likelihood, this is 
owing to the inhabitants being a mixture of Proteftant 
and Roman Catholic; for, by a treaty between the 
Ele@or Palatine and the Emperor of Brandenburg, 
refpeéting the fucceffion of the territories of the Duke 
of Cleves, both the Lutherans and Calvinifts of this ~ 
dutchy, and of Berg, are to enjoy the public exercife 
of their religion, and all other religious rites. ae 

If experience would allow us to wonder at any = 
thing in the management of the rulers of nations, it 
mutt furely-be matter of aftonifhment, that in an arti« 
cle of fach confequence as eternity, and which 
be dire&ted by private fentiments alone, fuch vio 
fhould fyftematically be offered to opinion, and That 
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mankind fhould be dragooned, as they have been for ~ 
fo many weary centuries, jnto the profeffion of -par- 
ticular modes of faith, Combating opinion by force- 
is fo abfurd, that I am fure thofe who have attempted 
it, never could flatter themfelyes with the flighteft 


- hopes of fuccefs. It js therefore Clear, that it was in 


motives very different from real withes for the eternal 
"welfare of man’s foul, that religious perfecution ori- 
ginated. Political finefle and ffate ftratagem are the 
parents of perfecution : and Until every conttitution is 
clean purged of religious prejudices, it muft continue 
to be clogged with obftrngions, and involved in con-. 
fufion. If it be objefteq that certain religious feéts. 
are hoftile to certain flates, it may be anfwered, that» 
they are fo becaufe the ftate is hoftile to them. Ceafe- 
to perfecute, and they wil] Ceafe to be holtile—Sub-- 
lata caufa tollitur fequs. tis folly, broad folly, to 
fuppofe that there ate in any particular religion, feeds 
of hoftility to goverment, aly more than in any. pats 
ticular name, complexion, ftature, or colour of the’ 
hair. Put, for experjment, al] the men in the king- 
dom, of above five feet ten inches high, under 
tefts and difqualifications, (and it Would be full as ra~ 
tional as any other tefts J—Aand, my life for it, they 
would become hoftile, ang very juftly, too ;. for there 
is no principle, huMan or divine, that enforces our at- 
tachment to that government which refufes us protec 
tion, much lefs to that which brands us with difqua- . 
Iifications, and ftigmatifes ys With unmerited marks of 
inferiority. ee 
The ftates of this dutchy, and that of Berg, confit 
of the nobility and the deputies of the four chief 
towns of each; and they Jay claim to great privileges 
in their diets—but they are fubjeat to the Elegor Pa- 
Tatine, to whom they anually grant a Certain faml for 
the ordinary charges of the government, befidesi.ano= 
ther which bears the pame of a free gilt. <n ae 
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~ Some authors fay that this town was founded by 
JuLtus; others deny it; the difpute has run high, 
and is impoffible to be determined: fortunately, 
however, for mankind, it does not fignify a ftraw who 
built its nor could the decifion of the queftion anfwer 
any one end that I know, of inftrudtion, profit, or en- 
tertainment. Parva leves capiunt animes Thofe who 
rack their brains, or rather their heads, for brains 
they can have none, with fuch finical impertinent in- 
quiries, fhould be punifhed with mortification and dif- 
appointment, for the mifufe of their time. But what 
elfe can they do? You fay, Why, yes; they might fit 
idle, and refrain from wafting paper with fuch ex- 

ecrable ftuff; and that would be better. By the bye, 
if there were two good friends in every library in Eu- 
rope, licenfed to purge it, like the Barber and Curate 
in Don Quixotte, of all-its ufelefs and mifchievous ftuff, 
many, many fhelves that now groan under heavy 
weights would ftand empty. 
~ Travelling over a very even road, and a country 
extremely flat, (for from Aix-la-Chapelle I met with 
put one hill), I arrived at Cologne, the capital, not 
only of the archbifhopric of that name, but of the 
Circle of the Lower Rhine. My fpirits, which were 
, not in the very beft tone, were not at all raifed on 
entering the city, by the ringing of church-bells, oF 
all tones and fizes, in every quarter. Being a ftran~ 
ger, I thought it had been ‘a rejoicing day ; but, on 
inquiry, found that it was the conftant  pradtice. 
Never, in my life, had J heard fuch an infernal clat- 
rer: never before had Ifeen any thing fo gloomy 


and melancholy—the ftreets black—difmal bells toll- 
ing—bald-pated friars, in myriads, trailing their long: — 
black forms through the ftreets, moulding their faces 


into every fhape that art had enabled them to a 


in order to excite commiferation, and begging alms .~ 


with a melancholy fong calculated for the pt 
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’Someabat. Hike es of our blind peagies Poiaadons 
and produive of the fame difagreeable efie@ pom 
the fpirits. In: fhort, I was not. an hour in Colognes 
when thofe circumftances, con{pising with the intupes: 
rable melancholy of my mind; made me wiih royicll 
out of it. 
_ Neverthelefs, Cologne -is. a. fing city; and a be 
“any fatisfaction to you ta {pin thofe fine imaginary 
ligaments that, in the braim of the beok-worm, conned 
the. ancient ‘and modern world, | will inform you, 
that it was anciently called Colonia Agrippina, becaule 
Acaivprna, the mother of Nzro, was born there; 
and honoured it with a Roman colony, becaufe it 
"was her birth-place. ‘The. mind, forced back to that 
period, and contemplating the mifchiefs ef that mom: ~ 
iter Nero, -cannot help withing that Cologne had 
been burst the night of her birth, and Mis AcRrim 
PENA buried in the ruins, ere fhe-had lived te: oe oh 
_ birth to that fcourge of the world, waren 
_., Although -the eftablithed religion. here ‘ the bees 
Romana Carholic, extraordinary as it May appeals 
they are very. jealous of. power; and though 
eleétor, by his officers, adminifters jultice in: all crime. 
nal canles: they will not permit him, in perfon, to refide 
above three days at a time in the city, nor to bring 
a great train with him when he vifits it; for~ ie ; 
ae he commonly refides. at Bonne,. ° 
_ Cologne has a very confiderable aie peeeul eee 
in Rhenith wine; and its gin is reckoned the «belt 
in the world, and ‘bears a higher Brice hee py othes 
in all the nations of Europe. 
Like alkoreat Roman Catholic cities, it has. a ‘pik: 
fion of piuaches, crofles, miracles, faints, and churely 
trinkets ; and J really think it has more ffeeples and 
bells than any two. citiesin Germany. As Liegerwes 
called the Paradife of Priefts, this ought to be calléd 
the Golgotha of Skulls aad Skuil-caps. Inthe elit 
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of Saint Ursuna, they fhew, or pretend -at leaf 
to thew, the bones of eleven thoufand virgin mar- 
_tyrs. The fkculls of fome of thofe imaginary virgins 
are ia filver cafes; and. others in fkull-caps, of cloth, 
of gold, and velvet. And in the church of Saint 
GéRion, are no lefs than. nine hundred. heads of 
Moorith cavaliers, of the army.of the Emperor Gon- 
STANTINE, (previous..to. that faint’s converfion to 
Chriftianity), who, they fay was beheaded for refufing 
to-facrifice to idols:.by the bye, the Popith divines 
urn, inftead. of beheading, for not facrificing ‘to 
idols—Every one of thofe. heads, however, has.a cap 
of.fearlet, adorned witht. pearls, ‘Phe -whole forms 
a fpefacle,no doubt, equally agreeable and edifying. 
Tt-ftruck me, however,’ as an extremely ludicrous — 
fight, malgre the folemnity of fo many. death’s heads : 
and.when. their {tory-was recounted, I could not help. 
iméernally chuckligg, and faying (rather punningly, 
t0 be fure), ° Ah! what - dlickheads ye muft have 
been, to fuller yourfelves to be feparated from your 
fnug warm bodies, rather than drop down and worthip 
an idol, in which -fo many good Chriftian divines 
have hewn you an example !” This, you will conciudé, 
I faid to myfelf : an avowal of my. fentiments’ in that 
place might have given my head a title to a fcarlet 
cap and pearls; and as F-had fome further ufe for a 
I did -not think it expedient to leave it behind me 
in the church of Saint Gerton—fo, very prudently, 
kept my mind to myfelf. 

Coming out of the church, a multitude of beg- 
gars, all imcanonicals, or ftudent’s habits, furrounded, 
befeeching me for alms—one, pour l’amour de Div ; 5 
another, pour l’amour de Ia Sainte Vierge; a third, - 
pour le fatut de notre Redempteur; a fourth, pour 
Yamour de Saint- Gurion ; and fo on! meee 
‘. ‘When I had gone as far as I withed in donati — 
another attacked me: though I told him aes re 
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bank was exhaufted, he perfevered, and ‘was uncom- 
‘monly folicitous—till at length, having exhaufted the | 
whole catalogue of faints that are to be found in the ~ 
calendar, he raifed his voice from the miferable whine” 
of petition, and exclaimed with great energy, ‘* Par — 
les neuf cent tetes des Cavaliers Maures qui font fanc-- 
tifies au Ciel, je vous conjure de me faire ’aumone!””” 
This was too formidable an appeal to be flighted; — 
and fo, in homage to the skulls and red caps, | put 
my hand: in my: pocket, and {topped his: clamours. ” 
-Thofe miferable modes of peculation are the moft 
pardonable of any produced by the church: we 
have no right to regret a trifle facrificed at the fhrime 
of compaflion, even when that compaffion is miftaken; : 
| 
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but our reafon revolts at impofition, when it calls 
coercion to its aid, and aflumes the name of right.” 
Without any national predilection, which you know 
Iam above, I think our church affairs in Scotland = 
are arranged upon a better fyftem than any other = 
that I know of: hence their clergy are in general . 
examples worthy of imitation, for learning, piety, and 
moral! conduct. 7 
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LaBourED inveftigations to eftablith con 
neétions between the hiftory of the ancient and bufi- 
nefs of the modern world, and virulent difputes: aliont _ 
trifles of antiquity, fuch as in what year this place 
was built, or that great man was born, — Les 
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where Junius Casar landed in England, whether 
he paffed this road or that, what route HANNIBAL 
took over the Alps, and fuch like, are fo effentially 
uninterefling, ufelefs, and unimportant, fo unprofitable, 
and, one would think, fo painful too, that it is wonder: 
ful how fo many men of great learning have been 
unwife enough to employ their lives in the refearch. 

It does not follow; however, that when informa- 
tion that tends to recall to: our minds the great men 
of- antiquity is prefented to us, we fhould reje& it. 
A man of claffical tafte and education feels a delight 
in thofe little memorials of what gave him pleafure in 
his youth. I know a gentleman, who, being at Se- 
ville, in Spain, travelled to Cordova, for no other 
purpofe but to fee the town where Lucan and SE- 
NECA were born: and I dare fay, that if you were 
at Cologne, you would be much pleafed to fee the 
town-houfe, a great Gothic building, which contains 
a variety of ancient infcriptions ; the firft to comme- 
morate the kindnefs of Jutius Casar to the Ubii, 
who inhabited this place, and of whom you have 
found mention made by him in his Commentaries, and 
alfo his building two wooden bridges over the Rhine: 
a fecond commemorates Aucustus fending a colony 
here. There is alfo a crofs-bow of whalebone, twelve 
feet long, eight broad, and four inches thick, te 
they who fpeak of it conje€ture’ to have belonged t 
the Emperor Maxrimin. There are alfo fome Ro- 
man infcriptions in the arfenal, the import of which I 
now forget. 

It is very extraordinary, but certainly a fa&, that 
there are, about Colozne, familiés yet exifting, who — 
indulge the fenfelefs ambition of pretending to be de- 
fcended from the ancient Romans, and who aftually 





produce their genealogies, carried down from the firft= — 
time this city was made a colony of the Roman CIDA 
pire. Of all kinds of vanity, this is perhaps the maf! 
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all are equally high, fince all muft have originated 
from the fame ftock ; and if it be the pride of belongs 


_ yalour or virtue, a.claim which often only ferves to 


grote and ridiculous conneftions.’ I heard of a mam, — 
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avagant : for, if antiquity merely be thé objel, — 





mg to a particular family who were diftinguithed for 


prove the degeneracy of the claimant, it could not 
apply in the cafe of a whole people: but this is 
among the frailties of humanity ; and we are often fo 
dazzled. with the fplendour of terreftrial glory, that — 
we endeavour to be allied to it even by the moft re- 


whofe pride and boaft, when drunk, was, that Dean 
Swirt had once thrown his mother’s oyfters (fhe was — 
an oyfter-wench) about the ftreet, and then gave her — 
half a crown.as an atonement for the injury. On the — 
ftrength of. this affinity did he call the Dean nothing 
but Coujin Fonathan, though the Dean was dead ‘be- _ 
fore he was born ! De 
_ But of all the ftories I have ever heard: as illuftra- 
tive of this frange ambition, that whiclrthe late Lord 
Anson has left us is the moft ftriking. ‘When that 
great man was travelling in the Eaft, he hired a vee 
fel to vilit the land of Tenedos: his pilot, a moderd 
Greck, pointing to a bay as: they failed along, ex 
claimed in great triumph, ‘¢ There, ay, there it was ~ 
that our fleet lay.” What fleet?” interrogate 
Anson—* Why, our Grecian ficet, at the fiege of of 
Troy,” returned the: pilot. © =... = 
_. While: thofe doughty defcendants of the ancient 
Romans indulge the cheerlefs idea of their great an¢ 
Uhettrious line of ancient anceftry, the prince who 
rules them felicitates himfelf with the more fabftantial 
dignities and emoluments of his modern offices. “AS 
eleétor and archbifhop of Cologne, he has dominion 
over a large, fruitful, and-opulent country: hejisthe 
moft powerful of the ecelefiaftical electors : jhe 
many fuffragan princes, lay and {piritual, under’ Hom > — 
sit cnet tee 
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and he is archchancellor of the Holy Roman Empire. 
The revenues of his archbithopric amount annually to 
one hundred and thirty thoufand pounds Sterling ; 
and as elector, he is poffeffed of feveral other great 
benefices._ I prefume, becaufe he is a prince, that he 
is a man of fenfe; and, I will venture to fay, that, as 
fuch, he would not barter thofe good things for the 
power to demonftrate that Lucretia was his aunt, 
Bruruws his grandfather, and the great Jutius Ca- 
sar himfelf his coufin-german. 

‘Curist chofe his difciples out of fifhermen. The 
Chapter of Cologne is, pérhaps, on the contrary, the 
very moft ariftocratic body .exifting, being compofed 
of forty canons, who are princes or counts of the em- ~ 
pire—Of thofe, twenty-five choofe the archbifhop, 
and may advance one of their own body to that great 
and wealthy dignity, if they pleafe. 

From Cologne I. proceeded to the town of Bonne, 
which is faid to take its name from the pleafantnefs 
of its fituation. Here the elector refides, and has a 
very fine palace. The country around is extremely 
fruitful and pleafant, and is bleffed with moft of the 
good things which render the rich magnificent and 
happy, and remind the poor of their inferiority and 
wretchednefs—particularly wine, which is here re- 
markably excellent. It’ contains churches, priefts, 
convents, cloifters,- &c.; but I need not mention 
them—what place couldexift withoutthem? == 

I thould not forget to tell you, that, at this place, 
Juxius Casar built one of his bridges acrofs the 
Rhine—works which would have handed down to 
pofterity the name of a common man, for the magni- 
tude of the ftru@ure and ingenuity of the contrivance, 
but are loft. in the crowd of aftonifhing talents which 
diltinguifhed that brighteft of mortals. The greateft 
biographer of antiquity fays of him, that he was;as. 
great a general as HANNIBAL, as great an orator. 







= Here I fhall ftop, for a thort times my. relation; m 
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GiceRro, and as great a politician as AucuUsTUS§ 
but it might be added, that he was among the fir — 
poets of his day—that he was of the firft mechanical 
genius, and the fineft gentleman, in Rome. + 
' Nature feems to have formed, in Casar, a com- 
pendious union of all human talents, as if to demon- 
ftrate how unavailing they were when oppofed to ftri& 
rigid honefty and virtue in the charaéter of Brurus. 
To go from Bonne to Frankfort, there are two 
ways—one over the mountains of Wetterania, the 
other up the river Rhine. I made no hefitation to 
adopt the latter, and was rewarded for my choice 
with the view of as fine a country, inhabited by as 
fine a race of people, as I had ever feen. Valleys” 
filled with herds, plains enamelled with corn-fields, — 
and the hills covered with vineyards, regaled the eye, 
and conveyed to the mind all the felicitating ideas of 
plenty, natural opulence, and true profperity. My 
anxiety, however, to get forward, and difengage my-” 
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_ felf from a fpecies of folitude in a country where, 


though travelling is cheap, accommodations of molt 
kinds in the public houfes are bad, induced me fo” 
puth on, without taking the time neceflary for making — 
accurate obfervations on the country as 1 paffed; fo 
that, gliding, as it were, imperceptibly, through @ 
number of towns, of which I recolle& nothing dil — 


tinétly but the names of Coblentz and Mentz, I at- 


rived at the great, free, and imperial. city of Frank- 
fort on the Maine. © ee aa 


. ieee 
. 


order to give you time for juft refle@ion and exami-. 
nation of what I have already written: and as, 8 
the latter part of it, I have fkimmed very lightly 
over the country, I defire that you will: fupply the” 
deficiency of my information . by clofe  refearch i 
books ; inform: yourfelf of the great outlines of the. 
Germanic Conftitution ; look back to its origit;) 1085 
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progrefs, and its eftablifhment ; thence proceed to the 
diftin@ parts, or inferior ftates, of which it: is compo- 
fed; ponder them all well; and from thofe draw your 

*own inferences, and let me hear what they are with 
freedom : fhould they be wrong, I will endeavour to 
fet them right; but fhould they be right, they will 
afford me the mott lively fatisfation; for they will 
ferve to correét one of the greateft errors under which 
youth labours—an overweening, fanguine imagina- 
tion, that things in this life are, or at leaft can be 
modelled into perfetion; whereas experience, and 2 
jut obfervation of the hiftory of mankind, will thew, 
that on this ball things will never be as ‘they ought, 
but muft remain as they are—imperfeé. 
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‘Tue country about Frankfort is delightful, 
rich and fruitful, and watered by the beautiful river 
Maine, which Bivides the city into two parts, that 
on the north being called Frankfort, and that on the 
fouth, Saxenhaufen, from the Saxons, who are fup- - 
pofed: to have been the founders of it. The city itfelf _ 
is large, populous, and rich, and diftinguifhed for 
being the place where the emperor and king of the 
Romans is elected—though,» by the appointment of 
CHARLEMAGNE, Cologne has a fuperior claim to 
that honour. The magiftrates, and great part of the 
inhabitants, are Lutherans.or Calvinifts ; notwitl 
a which, moft of the churches are in the sit 
























the Roman Catholics—a landable inftance of the trne 
tolerant fpirit of a wife and virtuous inftitution, anda 
heavy refle&tion upon, as well as a noble example to 
the Popifh Powers of Europe. 
The tetritory belonging to’ Frankfort is of very 
contiderable extent’; and the trade carried on through 
it, by means of the rivers Rhine and Maine, of very 
great importance, not only to the eountry itfelf, but 
to other commercial nations, and particularly to Great 
’ Britain, whofe: manufa@tures are fent to Frankfort, ~ 
and thence circulated throngh the Continent, iti ama- 
zing quantities. ° A 
The fairs of Frankfort are talked of all over Europe — 
—of fuch importance are they in the world of com>” 
merce. They are held, one at Eafter, and another it~ 
September, and continue for three weeks, during which 
time the refort of people there from all quarters 8 _ 
aftonifhing. Every thing is done by the government 
to render them as attractive to merchants as poflible; 
and taxes or duties are extremely low—a bale of the 
value of ten_or twenty thoufand crowns paying duty ~~ 
only about ten or eleven pence of our money. Au 
commodities from all parts of the world are fold there; 
and circulated through the empire ; but, particularly, 
books are fold in prodigions quantities. After the — 
fairs are over, the fhops of the foreign merchants 
are {hut up, and their names written over their doors — 
- To give am idea of the great importance thefe fairs 
are to commerce, I need only mention, that in the 
prefent war, the impediments thrown by the Freach 
in the way of the tranfit of goods up the Rhine 
and the flutting up that fair, gave a moft alarming 
paralyfis to the manufaéturing cftablifhments of Bag: _ 
land, and a fhock to public credit in confequence, that — 
-would, but for the timely interference of Parliament, 
have, im all: probability, been fatal to the natione — 
credit. eee ree ee ee Becerra ae ees 
: I — : : ae Frankfort i 
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Centte-dorthe Arie: 











FRANKFORT DESCRIBED: 11 3 


5 abe Rea ABD (5 Ay! A 


Frankfort is in many refpeéts a pleafant place: the 
merchants are extremely convivial and fociable, and 
form clubs, where they meet to drink tea and coffee, 
and play at cards. ‘There isa playhoufe alfo, a great 
number of coffee-houfes, and other houfes of enter- 
tainment in abundance. The country around is covered 
with woods and vineyards ; and the circumjacent vil- 
lages are very pleafant, and well fupplied with houfes 
of entertainment, to which the inhabitants of the 
city refort in the Summer feafon; and the imns in 
Frankfort are excellent. 

A fingular cuftom prevails here, which I think 
worth mentioning : Taverns are denoted by pine-trees. 
planted before the doors of them ; and the different 
prices of the wines in their ‘cellars are marked in 
ciphers on the door-pofts. 

In the town here is prefented the original Golden 
Bull, or Pope’s Authority, which contains the rules 
- and orders to be obferved at the ele&tion of the Empe- 
rors. The Golden Bull is never fhown to ftrangers 
but in the prefence of two of the council and the 
fecretary—It is a little manufcript in quarto, confifting 
_ of forty-two leaves of parchment, with a gold fealof ~ 
three inches diameter, of the value of twenty ducats, 
hung to it by a cord of yellow filk. It is faid to 
be written in Latin and Gothic charaéters, without. 
diphthongs ; and kept ina black box together with 
two written tranflations of it into’ the German lan- 
guage. ; ee 

- It “is faid of Frankfort, that the Roman Catholics 
pofiefs the churches, the Lutherans the dignities, and 
the Calvinifts the riches. Itis therefore one of the 
few places in Chriftendom where the churches and, * 
the riches do not go into the fame hands. Se 

From Frankfort to Augfburgh, I paffed through-a 
number of towns, all of them fo very inconfiderable 
as not to merit any particular deferiptioa.. Theme 

H 
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~~ before entering the Dutchy of Wirtemberg, the count 
4s covered with fir-trees, and money is fo fcarce in 





cofts but two pence. 
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lies front the Palatinate though the Circle of Suabia 
In the extreme end of the Palatinate, and immediat 


that a loaf of wheaten bread, weighing eight pounds, 


_ This city of Augfburgh is the capital of a bifhopric 
of that name in the Circle of Suabia, and is. worthy ~ 
of the attention of the claffical traveller for its antl 
quity. About twelve years before the birth of CurisT, 
Avucustrus C#sar fubdued all this country, and, 
en the place where Augfburgh now ftands, form 
@ colony, gave the town the name of Augufta Vin 
Jicorum, and put it under the government of Drusus 
the brother of ‘Tipexius, afterwards emperor of ‘S 
Rome. The inhabitants of this place were the Vine ~ 
delici, a branch of the Ilyrians. But, ancient though — 
it be, it has little more of antiquity to entitle it te — 
notice than the bare name ; for it has been pillaged — 
fo often, particularly by that monfter Arriua, that — 
there are fcarcely any remains of its antiquity to be ~ 
found. se 

Augfburgh, is now, however a handfome city— 
the public buildings in general magnificent, and — 
adorned with fountains, water engines of a curious — 
conftruétion, and ftatues. | wees 
The moft rich and fplendid part of the town — 
belongs toa family-ef the name of Fuccers (origk 
naly defcended from a weaver), who enriched them- 
felves by commerce, and one of whom rendered not 
‘only himfelf, but the whole family, confpicuous, by 
entertaining the emperor Cuaruzs the Fifth in a fu- 
perb manner, and fupplying him with money, and then” 
throwing his bond into the fire; in return for which, — 
the emperor, made him a count of the ia ee 








This city is remarkable. for goldfmiths’ ware; 
its mechanics are equal to any in the world, for 
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in gold, ivory, clocks, and time-pieces ; and they en- 
grave better than any people in Germany, which 
brings them confiderable profits. But what they are; 
above all other people, eminent for, is the manufac- 
turing fteel-chains fo prodigioufly fine, that when one 
of them, of a fpan in length; has been put about the 
neck of a flea, it lifts up the whole of it as it leaps 5 
and yet thofe are fold for lefs than a fhilling of our 
money'a pieces oe 
--Cottroverfy, and difference in teligiotis opinions, 
which has almoft, ever fince the commencement of 
Chriftianity, difgraced the human underftanding, and 
defaced fociety, impofes upon the liberal, well-thinking 
traveller, the office of fatirift but too often. -Augfburgh, 
however, is a fplendid excéption, and holds up a moft 
glorious fpeétacle of manly fenfe, generous fentiment, 
juftice, and I will fay policy too; vanquifhing that 
fhark-jawed enemy of mankind, bigotry: The magif- 
tracy of Augfburgh is compofed of about ari equal 
humber of Proteftants 4nd Roman Catholics—their 
fenate confifling of twenty-three Roman Catholics and. 
twenty-two Lutherans, and their common Council of 
a hundred and fifty of each: The executive power is 
lodged in the fenate—the legiflative authority in both 


bodies: “But, what is hardly tobe found any where, ~ 
they all, as well as the people, agree together in 


the moft perfe& harmony, notwithftanding the differ- 
ence of religion ; and at all tables but the communion 


table, they aflociate together, dip in the fame difh, and 


drink of the fame ¢up;as if they had never heard of the 
odious diftin&tion of Papift and Proteftant; but as being 


bound to each other by the gteat and irrefragable z 


bond of humanity ¢ fellow-creatures, affected by the 


fame feelings, impelled by the fame pafiions, labouring 
under the fame neceflities, and heirs to the fame fuffer- : 


ings, their means of afluaging the one, gratifying 
fifting another, and fupplying the third, are the’ 
H 2 rk 
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‘though chequered and varied a little in the mode—the 


road alone different, the ends alike. Is it not cruel, then 
—* is it not intolerable, that the calamities infeparable _ 
from humanity fhould be aggravated with artificial 
ftings, and.the nakednefs of human nature expofed; 
and rendered more offenfive, by fattitious calamities of — 
human contrivance? Curfed. were thofe who firft fo- 
mented thofe difputes, and caft thofe apples of difcord 
through the world: blind were they who firft were fe: 
duced: from the paths of peace by them; and more ~ 
curfed, and more blind, mutt they be, who, in this time 
of intelleé& and illumination, continue on the one handj 
to keep-up a fy{tem fo wicked. and fo deteftable, or,om 
te other, to fubmit to error-at once fo foolifh and fo 
atal, Fae A nS ae 


eed 
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FOR: the reafons mentioned in. my. Jaft; 
Augfburgh is a moft agreeable. place to live im. 
Touched with the fenfations natural to a man who 
loved to {ce his fellow-creatures happy, my heart ex- 
panded to a fyftem of peace and harmony, compre- 
hending the whole gldbe: my mind expatiated invo- 
Juntarily on the bleflings and advantages derived from 
fuch a fyitem ; and, taking flight from the bounds of 
practicability, to which our feeble nature is pinned om 
this earth, into the regions. of fancy, had teared 2 
fabric of Utopian mold, which, I verily: believe,i€x+— 
ceeded in extravagance the works of all the Utopia? 
architects that ever conflruged caftles in the air. “7% 


Sationat 


Centre forthe Arts 


ADVENTURE. AT AUGSBURGH, rg 


_ Hurried on by this delightful vifion, my perfon paid - 
an involuntary obedience to my mind ; and the quick- 
nefs of my pace increafing with the impetuofity of 
my thoughts, I found myfelf, before I was aware of 
it, within the chapel-door of the convent of the 
Carmelites. Obferying my error, I fuddenly turned 
about, in order to depart, when a friar, a goodly 
perfon of a man, elderly, and of a benign afpec, 
called me, and, advancing towards me, afked, in- 
terms of politenefs, and in the French language, why 
I was retreating fo abruptly—I was confufed: but 
truth is the enemy before whom confufion ever flies ; 
and I-told him the whole of my miftake, and the 
thoughts from which they arofe. = 2 > 
The good father, waving further difcourfe on the 
fabje&, but with a fmile which I thought carried a 
mixture of benevolence for myfelf, and contempt for 
my ideas, brought me through the church, and fhewed 
me all the curiofities of the place, and particularly 
pointed out to me, as a great curiofity,-a fun-dial 
made in the form of a Madonna, the head enriched 
with rays and ftars, and m the hand a fceptre which ~ 
marked the hours. , 
Quitting the chapel, and going towards the refec- 
tory, the friar ftood; and, looking at me with a fmile 
of gaiety, faid, 1 have yet fomething to fhew you, 
which, while lady Madonna marks the. time, will-help 
us to pafs it; and, as it will make its way with more 
force and fubtlety to your fenfes than thofe I have 
yet fhewn you, will be likely to be longer retained mm 
remembrance. 
~ He fpoke a few words in German, which of courfe 
I did not underftand, to a vifion bearing the thape of 
a human creature, who, | underftood, was a Jay-bro- 
ther; and, turning down a long alley, brought me te 
his cell, where we were foon followed by the afoke= __ 
faid lay-brother, with a large earthen jug of liqnets-'>) 
eis x Hw 3 sito 







bh 


ae 

od ee a plate with fome delicately white 

ifcuit. ee 
“= You muft know,” faid the friar, “¢ that the con: 


‘vent of Carmelites at Augfburgh has for ages been 2 


famed for beer unequalled in any part of the world; 


and I have brought you here toshave your opinion— ay 


for, being an Englifhman, you muft be a judge, the 
Britons being famed for Inxury, anda perfec know- 
ledge of the fcavoir vivre.” He poured out, and 


drank to me: it looked liker the cleareft Champaigne _ 


than beer—I never tafted any thing to equal it; a 
he feemed highly gratified by my expreffions of praife, 


which I lavifhed upon it, as well from politenefs, ag 


regard to truth, : ve 
“After we had drank a glafs each, ‘I have been ~ 
refle@ing,” faid the friar, “on the fingular flight of 


fancy that direéted your fteps into this convent— i 


Your mind was difeafed, my fon! and a propitious 
fuperintending Power has guided your fteps toa phy: ~ 
fician, if you will but have the goodnefs to take the 
medicine he offers.” ee 
A ftared with vifible marks of aftonifhment. i 
* You are furprifed,” continued he ; ‘¢ but you fhall 


hear! When firft you difclofed to me thofe fickly 


* flights of your mind, I could on the inftant have an- 
fwered them; but you are young—you are an Enz 
" _ epee characters impatient of reproof: the 
ogmas of a prieft, 1 thought therefore, would be fuf- 
ficiently difficult to be digefted of themfelves, with: _ 
out any additional diftafte caught from the chilling — 
aufterity of a chapel 7? ind. Be oe 
I looked unintentionally at the earthen jug, and 
finiled. > Rey se ee 
‘< It is very true,” faid he, catching my very if 
moft thoughts from the expreffion of my countenance 
—‘ it is very true! good doétrine may, at_certai 
times, and with certain perfons, be more effectual’ 
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enforced under the cheering influence of the focial 
board, than by the authoritative declamation and for- 


mal fanétity of the pulpit ; nor am J, though a Carme- © 


lite, one of thofe who pretend to think, that a thing 

in itfelf good, can be made bad by decent hilarity, 

and the animation produced by a moderate and wife 

ufe of the goods of this earth.” rs 
I was aftonifhed— 

“<¢ You fell into a reverie,” continued he, ‘* pro- 
duced by a contemplation of the happinefs’ of a fo» 
ciety exilling without any difference, and where no 
human breath fhould be wafted on a figh, no ear tor- 
tured .with a gn ; 


calamities to wring the heart.” ~~ 


|, no tears to trickle, no griefs or 


‘ 


«¢ Yes, father !”’ faid I, catching the idea with my 


former enthufiafm ; ‘‘ that would be my with—that 
my greateft, firft defire.” 

«< Then feeft thou,” interrupted he, ‘“‘ the extent 
of thy with, fuppofe you could realize it, which, thank 
Gop! you cannot.” 

¢¢ What! thank Gop that I cannot? are -thefe 
your thoughts ?”” 

“< Yes, my fon; and ere Madonna marks the pro- 
grefs of ten minutes with her fceptre, they will be 
your’s too.”’ - Pare Pee a 


<< Impoflible |” 


“¢ Hear me, my fon !—Is not death a horrible pre- : 


cipice to the view of human creatures?”” : 

<< Affuredly,” faid I—* the moft horrible : human 
laws declare that, by reforting to it for punihment, 
as the ultimatum of all terrible infliftions.” . 
_ ** When, then,’’ faid he, ‘* covered as we are with 
" mifery, to leave this world is fo infupportable to. the 
human refletion, what muft it be if we.had nothing 
but joy and felicity to tafte of in this life? Mark me, 


child! faid he, with an animated zeal that gave am = 


expreflion to his countenance beyond any thing. 
ey : E 4 - ie 
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ever feen: ‘* the miferies, the calamitiesy- the heart- . 
rendings, and the tears, which are fo intimately inters 
~ svoven by the great. artift in our natures as not to be 
feparated in a {ingle inftance, are in the firft place our 
fecurity of a future ftate, and in the next place ferve 
to flope the way before us, and, by gradual operation, 
fit our minds for viewing, with fome fort of fortitude, 
that hideous chafm that lies between us and that ftate 
—death. View thofe miferies, then, as fpecial acts of 
mercy and commiferation of a beneficent Creator; 
who, with every calamity, melts away a link of that 
earthly chain that fetters our wifh-s to this difmal 
world. Accept his bleflings and his goods, when he 
fends them, with gratitude and enjoyment: receive 
his afflictions, too, with as joyous acceptance, and as 
hearty gratitude... Thus, and not otherwife, you will 
realize all your Utopian flights of defire, by turning 
every thing to matter of comfort, and living con-. 
tented with difpenfations which you cannot alter, and, 
if you could, would moft certainly alter for the worfe.”? 
~ I fat abforbed. in refleftion—The friar, after fome’ 
paufe, proceeded— = pet 8 
** Errors arifing from virtuous difpofitions andthe — 
love of our fellow-creatures, take their complexion: 
from their parent motives, and are virtuous. Your 
withes, therefore, my fon! though erroneous, merit 
, Teward, and, I truft, will receive it from that Being 
who fees the receffes of the heart; and if the truths 
I have told you have not failed to make their way to 
your underitanding, let your adventure of to-day im- 
prefs this undeniable maxim on your mind—fo limited 
is man, fo imperfe@ in his nature, that the extent of 
his virtue borders on vice, and the extent of his wife 
dom on error.’’ eset, tent eae 
_ IT thought he was infpired; and, juft as he gotj to 
the laft_ period; every organ of mine was openc 
take in his words, eee 
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© "Tis well, my fon”? faid he—‘<I See you é 
Tike my dogtrine : then” changing his manner of — * 
fpeaking, his expreflive countenance the whole sine 
almoft anticipating his whole words, “take feme 
more of it,” faid he gaily, pouring out a frefh glafs. 
I pleaded. the fear of inebriety—** Fear not,” faid he; 
<< the beer of this convent never hurts the intelle&.” 
Our converfation continued till near dinner-time ; 
for I was fo delighted, I fearcely knew how to fnatch 
myfelf away’: fach a happy melange of piety and 
pleafantry, grave wifdom and humour, I had never 
met. At length, the convent-bell tolling, I rof : he 
took me by thewhand, and, in a tone of the mot 
complacent admonition, faid, “« Reme er, ny child! 
as long as you live, remember the convent of the 
Carmelites ; and in the innumerable evils that cere 
tainly await you if you are to live long, the words 
you have heard from old Friar Aucusrine will 
afford you comfort.”” 
~ €* Father ?? returned I, * be affored Licey away 
from you a token that will never faffer'me to forget 
the hofpitality, the advice,-or the politenefs of the 
good father Setioaie bit Poor as I am in natural 
means, I can make no other return than my good 
withes, nor leave any imprefiion behind me: but as 
my eftcem for you, and perhaps my vanity, make me 
with not tobe forgotten, accept this, (a feal ring, . 
with a device in hair, which I happened tohave on 
my finger); and whenever you look at it, let it ree = 
mind: you of .one of thofe, 1 dare fay innumerable, * 
inftances, in which you have contributed to the hap-- 
inefs:and improvement of your fellow-creatures.”? 
The good old man was aiefted, took the ring, and 
attended me to the convent gate, pronouncing many 
bleffings, and charging me to make Augtborgh my 
way back again-to ‘England af we aad take ae 
Blals tore of the convent ale, : a 
LET 











dbf Nation, 
@For thats: 
Pea 








aes ARRIVAL AT THE TYROL COUNTRY, 








Se LETTER < XXL 





Leravinc Augfburgh, I travelled through 
_ Bavaria a long way before I reached the Tyrol Coune 
try, of the natural beauty of which I had heard much, ~ 
and which Itherefore entered with great expeéta- 
_ tions of that fuijlime gratification the beauties of nar ~ 
ture never fail to afford me. I -was not difappointed; 
» indeed, my warmeft expefations were exceeded. 

_ © The firft thing that ftrikes a traveller from Bava- 
Ha, on entering it, is the fort of Cherink, built be- 
tween two inacceflible rocks which feparate Tyrol 
from the bifhopric of Freifingen. So amply has na- 
ture provided for the fecurity of this country againft 
- the incurfion of an enemy, that there is not a pals 

which leads to it that it is not through fome narrow 
defile between mountains almoft inacceflible ; and: on 
the rocks and brows of thofe pafles, the emperor has 
conftructed forts and citadels, fo advantageoufly pla; 
-. eed, that they command all the valleys and avenues 
beneath. gs ee 
After a variety of windings and turnings through — 
mountains of ftupendous height and awful afpe&, 1 - 
began to defcend, and entered the moft delightful vale 
Jey I had ever beheld—deep, long, and above a mile 
in breadth—furrounded with enormous piles of moun- 
tains, and diverfified with the alternate beauties: of ~ 
nature and cultivation, fo as to form an union rarely 
to be met with, and delight at once the eye’ ofthe 
farmer, and the fancy of him: that has a true taftego 
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yural wildnefs, From the heights in defcending, the 
whole appeared in all its glory ; the beautiful river 
Inn gliding along through it longitudinally, its banks 
ftudded with the moft romantic little villages, while a 
number of inferior ftreams were feen winding in dif- 
ferent courfes, and haftening to pour their tribute 
into its bofom. j 

Here I felt my heart overwhelmed with fenfations 
of tranfport, which all the works of art could never 
infpire: here nature rufhed irrefiftible upon my 
fenfes, and, making them captive, exafted their ac- 
knowledgment of her fapremacy; here vanity, ambi- 
tion, luft of fame and power, and all the tinfelled, 


gaudy frippery to which habit and yjordly cuftom en- _ 


flave the mind, retired, to make way for fentiments 
of harmony, purity, fimplicity, and truth: here Pro- 
vidence feemed to {peak in language moft. perfuafive, 
Come filly man, leave the wild tumult, the endlefs 
ftrugele, the glittering follies, the falfe and fpurious 
pleafures which artifice creates, to feduce you from 
the true—dwell here, and in the lap of nature ftudy 


me”? Here, oh! here, exclaimed I, ina tranfport : 


which bereft me, for the time, of every other confi- 
deration, here will I dwell for ever. The charm was 
too finely fpun, to withftand the hard tugs of faé; 
and all its precious delufions vanithed before a hoft of 
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gloomy truths—deranged affairs—family far off, with 


the diftance daily increafing—the hazards and the 
hardfhips of a long untried journey—and the Eaft In- 
dies, ‘with all its horrors, m the rear. I hung my 
head in forrow; and, offering up a prayer to proteé 


my family, ftrengthen myfelf, and bring us once more — 
together in fome fpot heavenly as that 1. paffed - 
through, was proceeding on in a flate of dejettion 


y& 


proportionate to my previous tranfports, when Lwase =: 


soufed by my poftillion, who, pointing toa very 1 
fteep rock, defired me io take nptice pf it, “I di 
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mode of telling it, I think-it would injure to take out: 
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124 ARRIVAL AT ‘THE TYROL COUNTRY. 
‘but feeing nothing very remarkable in its appearance; 
afked him what he meant by directing my attention to: 
at—He anfwered me in the following manner, which, 
from the fingularity Of the narrative, and his ftrange 





of his own words: I will, therefore, endeavour, as 
well as I can, to give you a literal tranflation of it; 
and, indeed, the impreffion it made on my memory 
was fuch,.that, I apprehend, I thall net materially dif 

fer from his words : Z, 
--** You muft know, Sir, (for every one in the world 
knows it), that all thefe mountains around us, are the 
abodes of good and evil fpirits, or genii—the latter 

of whom are continually doing every malicious thing 
they: can devife, to injure the people of the country, 
—fuch as leading them aftray—fmothering them m 
the fnow—killing the cattle by throwing them down 
precipices—nay, when they can do no worfe, drying 


- up the milk in the udders of the goats—and, fome . 


* times, putting between young men.and their fweet- 


_ Tl hearts, and ftopping their marriage. Ten thoufand 


curfes light upon them! I fhould have been married 
two years ago, and. had two children to-day, but for 
their fchemes, In fhort, Sir, if it were not for the 
others—the good ones—who are always employed 
{and the bleffed Virgin knows they have enough om 
their hands) in preventing the mifchiefsof thofe devils, 
the whole place would be deftroyed, and the country 
left without a living thing, man or goat!” : Sate 
Here I could not, for the life of me, retain my 
gravity any longer, but burft, in fpite of me, into am 
immoderate fit of laughter, which fo difconcerted and 
oTended him, that he fullenly refufed to proceed with 
the flory and farther, but continued marking his fore 
head (his hat off) with a thoufand crofles, uttteiig. — 
pious ejaculations, looking at me with a mixt os 
terror, diftruft, and admiration and every now and s 
igtanem 






gee = : 
ational: 
Tenite far the Adsio 


ARRIVAL AT THE TYROL COUNTRY. ae 


glancing his eye afkanice toward the hills, as if tearful 
of a defcent from the evil fpirits. 


My curiofity was awakened by the very criedinacy se 


commencement’ of his narrative ; and I determined, if 


pollible, to hear it out: fo, affuring him.that I: meant 


nothing either of flicht or wickednefs by my laughter 
—that I had too ferious ideas of fuch things to treat 
them: with Jevity—and, what was more convincing 
logic with him, promifing to es him for it—he 
proceeded with his ftory as follows : 

“Well, Sir, you fay you were not {porting witls 
thole fpirits—and fortunate i it is for-yow: at all events, 
Saint Joun of Gop be our guide, and bring us | fate to 
Innfpruck. ‘Juft fo the great MAXIMILIAN was wont 
to Jaugh at them; and you fhall hear*how-he was pu- 
nifhed for it—and» that was: the ftory I was about to 
tell you. The Emperor Maximiian, that glory of 
the. world, (he is now in:the lap of ‘the blefled Virgiz 
in Paradife), once’ on a time, before he was emperor, 
that is to fay, when he was archduke, was: always 
laughing at the country people’s fears of thofe fpirits 
—and an old father of the church forewarned’ him 
to beware; left he fhould ‘fuffer for’ his rafhnefs: 


fo one. day he went out hunting, and at the foot‘of 


that mountain a ‘moft beautiful chamois ftarted before. 
him ; he thot at it, and miffed it—(the-firft thot he had 


miffed for: many years, which you know was warning - 


enough to him)—however, he followed, fhooting at 
and miffing: it, the: animal ftanding every now and 
.then till he came up within fhot of it: thus he con- 
tinued till near night, when the-goat difappeared of 


a fudden, and he found himfelf buried, as it were, — 
in the bowels of the mountain: he endeavoured tee 
find his ‘way out, but in vain; every ftep he took — 






led him more aftray, and he was for two days 


dering about, Crist fave us! in the frightful hollows: = 
of thofe mountains, living all the time on wild ber1 i . 
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on the fecond night be bethought himfelf of his wait 
of faith, and of the’faying of old Father Jerome} 
and he fell on his knees, and wept and prayed alk — 
night; and the Visgin keard his prayers, he being a good 
man, and, above all, an emperor—Gop blefs you and 
me! we fhould have perifhed—In the morning a beau- 
tiful young mau, drefled in a peafant’s habit, came up 
to him, gave him vi@uals and wine; and defired 
him to follow him, which he did, you may be furey 
joyfully—but, Oh bleffed Virgin! think what his 
farprife muft have been, when, getting again into the ~~ 
plain out of the mountain, the young man difappeared 
and vanithed all’ of a fudden, juft at the foot of that 
fleep rock which I fhewed you, and which ever fince 
goes by the name of the emperor’s rock--You feé 

what a dangerous place it is, and what dangerous fpirits 





_ they muft be that would not fpare even the holy Roman 


emperors In my mind, the beft way isto fay nothing 
againit thofe things, as fome faithlefs people do, and” .: 
to worfhip the Virgin and keep a good confcience, ant 
then one will have the lefs to fear? Be 
__ By the time he had ended his narrative, we were 
in fight of Innfpruck, when I annoyed and terrified 
him afreth, by laughing immoderately at the end of 
his {tory—but atoned in fome meafure for it, by giving: 
him half a florin. ae ie 
On inguiring at Innfpruck, I found that Maxim | 
L1an had adtually loft his way in the mountain, and 
had been conduéted out of it by a peafant, who left -— 
him fuddenly ; the reft was an exaggerated traditionary» 
Sewing from the fuperftitious fears of the county 
people.. . oe ce te 
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LETTER XXII. 





In all nations under Heaven, and at all times 


Cees Sea) te 


finee the creation there have been men formed te 


make a noife in the world—to increafe or impede, to 


dire& or difturb, the calm, fober progref8 of focial life 
—and, in the cageriels and violence of their efforts to 
reach the goal of faperiority, overturn or thraft out 


of their ordinary path the reft of mankind, till either 


they provoke againit them a general confpiracy of their’ 


fellow-creatures, or, till reaching the point of their 
purfuit, they become elevated objeéts of homage and 
admiration. Such men are generally compofed of 
great materials for mifchief :—having ftrong natural 


talents and violent ungovernable fpirits ; according to 


the direétion thefe get, they are harmlefs or mifchievous 
—but, like morbid matter in the animal fyftem, if not 


Jet loofe by fome channel or other, they never fail to © 


difturb the whole economy of the: body they belong 
to, -and produce fatal confequences to it and to them- 
felves : Colonial poffeffions have, therefore, in fome 
views, been of ufe (as America formerly to England} 
to draw off thofe dangerous fpirits, who, though they 
are in times of peace > better at a diftance, in times of 
war are found to be the tougheft finews of a nation, 


The country of Tyrol, fuch as 1 have defcribed it, 
formed by nature for the refidence of the Sylvan deities, pect 


rich in the produéts of the earth, the people contented 


and happy, and the whole the region of peace; m 
factures, the firft root of low vices, and commerce, 
- : z reat 
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- fet their feet there : hence it happens, that there is no 
- ehannel though which thofe exuberant fpirits 1 have - 

-alluded to can take their courfe, or expand their force. 
~~ Home, therefore, is no place for thofe of the Tyrolefe, 
- -who-are curfed or bleffled (eall it which you pleale) 
~ with thofe very combuftible qualities ; and they are 
_ obliged to roam abroad in fearch of opportunities of 








ores inftigator of war, have fcarcely been able to : 





diftinguifhing themfelves, giving vent to their {pitity, © 
and: manifeiting their talents. They - are found, 


therefore, feattered all over the Continent : and asit 


_- rarely happens that opportunities occur in life of ~ 
~ fignalifing fuch talents ina dignified line, rather tham 







> 


be idle they do what they can, and apply to chicanery 


asa wide and appropriate’ field for their genius and 


ar to- work’ on—the emigrant Tyrolefe are, there ee 


“fore, by moft nations of thecontinent, reckoned among 
the mbit cxpert and accomplifhed fharpers “in the 
—world—the people, however, who remain at hom& 
are of a different chara&ter—they are, generally fpeak 


ing, tall, robuft; and-vigorous ; the women (trong, 
and- very far ; and both fexes exhibit 2 very pleafing 
mixture of German phlegm’ and Italian {prightlinefs5 
or; to fpeak more properly, they are a mean betweem 
thofe two-extremes, Le 
_Innfpruck, though a fmall city, is handfome and 
agreeable; ftanding. in a°very beautiful valley, far 
rounded with = mountains, which, while their ‘lower 
parts are well-cultivated, aré capped on’ the tops with 
perennial fnow.— Thé cattle: formerly the refidence of 
the=Anftrian princes is ftately and magnificent, adorned 
within-with fine paintings, and decorated without by 
natural and> artificial fountains; ftatues, pleafant gar- 
dens, groves, walks, and covered galleries, leading t& 
five diferent churches, ae Be 2 en 
A-propos—Let me not forget. the charchet 1a 
chapet of the Francifean church, there is an imase 
I 
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the Virgin Many.as big as the life, of folid filver, 
with many other images of faints of the fame metal, 


If fome of thofe filver deities were transferred to Paris, _ 
I fear their divinity would not fave them from the ' 
hands of the facrilegious Convention. One thing, | 


however, is well worth the attention of travellers, 
particularly thofe who with to wipe away the fins of 
a deceafed friend, and get them a direé paffport to 
happinefs—This Francifcan church is held to be one 


of the moft facred and venerable in the world, on ac-- 


count of the indulgences granted to it, by feveral 
popes; fo that one fingle mafs faid in it, is declared 
to be fufficient to:deliver a foul from the pains of pur- 


gatory. When we confider the great and important . 


extent of their power in that refpeét, we cannot won= 
der if they had all the faints in the calendar, and the” 


Virgin. Mary to boot, in folid filver, even of the 


fize of the Coloffus at Rhodes. 
~- Hall, the fecond city in Tyrol, lies one league from 
Innfpruck : it is famous for its falt-works, and for a 


mint and filver mines, in which feven thoufand men, - 


women, and children, are conftantly employed. 

Ata royal palace and caftle called Ombras, lying 
at equal diftance from Innfpruck and Hall, there is 
an arfenal, famous for a prodigious collection of curi- 
ofities, fuch as medals, precious ftones, fuits of ar- 
mour, and ftatues of feveral princes on horfeback, in 
-their. old rich fighting accoutrements ; befides great 
variety of military fpoils and trophies taken by the 
Houfe of Auftria ; in particular, a ftatue of Francis 


the Firft and-his horfe, juft as they were taken at ~ 


the battle of Pavia, and two others of Turkifh ba- 
thaws, with the coftly-habits and appointments with 


which they were taken, embellithed with gold, filver, © 
and precious ftones. But, ‘above all their curiofities, 







the mot extraordinary is an oak inclofing the b 
of a deer: this att, however unaccountable, is: 
: : 
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and equals, f think, any of the wonders in the meta- 
-morphofes of Ovip. : a 
_. Leaving Innfpruck, I proceeded on my journey, 
and foon entered into.the mountains, which are there 
of a terrible height—I was the beft part of a day 
afcending them: as I got near the top, I was fhewn, — 
‘by my driver, the fpot where Ferpinanp, king of © 
Hungary, and the Emperor CHartes the Fifth, met, 
when he returned from Africa, in the year 1520, It 
is marked with an infcription to that effect, and has 
~ grown into.a little village, which, from that circum — 
ftance, bears the name of the Salutation. 
Although this mountain, called). Bremenberg (or — 
Burning-hill), is covered with. fnow for nine months 
inthe year, it is inhabited to the very top, and pro- 
duces corn and hay in abundance: at the higheft part — 
_ there is 2 poft-houfe, a tavern, and a chapel, where 
the traveller is accommodated with frefh horfes, pro- 
vifions, and, if he choofes, a mouthful of prayers— 
J availed myfelf of the two firft; but the latter being - 
mot altogether in my way, I declined it, for which 1 
could perceive that 1 was, by every mouth and. eye 
in the place, configned to perdition as a heretic. 
Juft at this fpot there is a {pring of water which 
falls upon a rock, and divides into two currents, 
which, at a very {mall diftance, afflume the appear- 
ance, and, in faét, the magnitude too, of very large 
rivers. The mountain is fometimes difficult to pals, 
fometimes abfolutely impra@ticable—I was fortunate, 
however, m this refpect; for I got over it without 
any very extraordinary delay, and on my way was re- 
galed with the moft delicious venifon that I have ever 
‘tafted in my life; it was faid to be the fleth of a kind 
of goat. ti 
Although it is but thirty-five miles from Innfprack 
to Brifen, it was late when I reached the latter s-ané 
as it contained nothing worth cither the troub 
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delay attending the fearch of it, I fet out the next 
morning, and, travelling with high mountains on one 
fide, and a river al] along upon the other, arrived at 
a town called Bolfano, in the bifhopric of Trent. 
The country all along was thickly inhabited, and the 
mountains perfeély cultivated and manured even to 
their higheft tops. On entering the valley of Bol- | 
fano, I found the air becoming obvioufly fweet, de« 
lightful, and temperate; the vineyards, and all the 
trees and fhrubs, olives, mulberries, willows, and 
rofes, &c. all of the moft lively green, and every thing 
marking the moft luxuriant vegetation. : 

Bolfano is a fmall, but extremely neat and pleafant 
~town—but nothing I faw about it pleafed me fo much 
as their vineyards, which are planted in long terraces 
along the fides of the hills, and are formed into thé 
moft beautiful arbours, one row above another. 

From Bolfano to Trent, is fifty-one miles, a good 
day’s journey : almoft the whole of it lies through the 
- valley of Bolfano, a moft fruitful and pleafant—in- 
deed, delightful road, which made the day’s journey 
appear to me much fhorter than it really was. 

Perhaps no part of the habitable globe is, within 
the fame comparatively fmall compafs of earth, fo — 
wonderfully diverfified by the hand of nature in allher 
extremes, as that through which I have juft carried 
you. There, under almoft the fame glance of the 
eye, were to be. feen the ftupendous, the regged, the, 
favage, and the inaccefible—the mild, the frur.ful,and 
the cultivated. Here, the mountain capped with per" 
petual. fnow, gradually falling in blended gradations ~ 
of fhade, far beyond the reach of the artift’s pencil, 

‘into. the green Inxuriant valley ; and there, the vine= 
yard, the olivary, and the rich corn-field, burfting at 
once from tugged rocks and inacceflible faftnefles> 
ihe churlith afpe& of the tyrant winter for ever — 
prowling onthe mountain’s head ebove—perp etal 5 
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efforts of the poet’s pen or painter’s pencil: tobe — 
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132. BISHOPRIC OF ‘TRENT DESCRIBED: 
fpring fmiling with all her fafcinating charms in the’ 
plains below. Such fcenesas thefe would bafile all” 


conceived, they muft be feen. I fhall therefore clefe 


, My account of them with a {trong recommendation to 


you, that whenever you travel for improvement, you 
go through the Country of Tyrol, and there learn the.’ 
great and marvelious working of nature. i ae 








LETTER XXII. ad | 


PERnaps the learned unwife men of the — 
world, who {pend their lives poring after impoflibili- * 
ties, have never met with a more copious fubje& of 
puzzle-pated enjoyment than the derivation of the 
names of places. In all difputed cafes on this fubjetty 
the utmoft within human reach is conje@ure ; but the 
joke of it is, that, fortunately for mankind, the ¢er- 
tainty of it would not be of a fingle button advantage 
to them, even if it could be acquired by their fearch. 
Doéor Gotpsmiru, in his Citizen of the World, bas 
thrown this matter into high ridicule; and I recom- 
“mhend it to your perufal, left this thadow of literature — 
fhould one day wheedle you from more refpeétable — 
purfuits.. Trent has afforded. vaft exercife to book- 
worm conjetures in this way ; for; while fome pro- 
nounce it to be derived from Tridentum, and for this . 
purpofe will have it that Neprunz was worfhipped 
there, though fo far from the fea—others claim 
difcovery of its derivation from ‘Tribus 
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tibus, or three ftreams which run there. Now, as to 
the firft, exclufive of forcing Neprune all the way 
from the Gulph of Venice to their temples, I cannot 
find any fuch fimilarity in the found of Trent and 
Trident to warrant the inference; and as to the Tri- 
bus Torrentibus, they might as well fay that a prim- 

‘mer or hornbook was found there, and that thence it ; 
was derived from the alphabet, fince the fame analogy 
fubfifted between them, namely, that. the letters 
T,R3E,N,T are to. be found in both. But, in the 
name of God, what fignifies what it was called after? 
Its name is Trent; and if it had been Putney, or 
John o’ Groat’s houfe, the town would be neither the © 
better nor the worfe, nor the treafures of literature 
fuffer any defalcation from the difference. ~ 

The bifhopric of Trent is about fixty miles long 
and forty broad—fertile, and abundant in wine, oil, . 
fruit; and pafture—and pleafant, the beautiful river 
Adige meandering through the. whole of it from 
north to fouth. ‘The inhabitants are bigoted Roman 
Catholics—you. will the lefs wonder, then, that the 
bithop fhould have fo extenfive'a principality, and an 
annual revenue of forty thoufand crowns. , : 

As I receded from Germany, and advanced towards 
Italy, I found the air, the perfons, and the manners 
of the people, to difplay a very great difference, and 
to refemble thofe of the Italians more than thofe of 
the Germans. . Though Popifh bigotry be pretty 
{trong in many parts of Germany, it no where there _ 
affumes the gloomy, deteftable afpeé that it does in 
Italy. apa 

And now, fince'I have happened to mention the 
characters of thefe two people, I may as well, once 
tor all, more particularly as we are'got to the verge ; — 

--of both, give you them in full; in both which I am 

warranted in faying, that all who know the two will’ _ 
agree with me. og is nm 


« 


ie 





134 _—s BISHOPRIC OF TRENT DESCRIBED. 
“Perhaps contraft was never more perfe&ly exem- 
‘plified than in a comparifon between the Germans and 
‘Ttalians ; and that contraft ftrikes more forcibly and 
fuddenly in pafling from one country to the other, 
. than it would in fo fhort a fpace between any two 
people exifting. The Italians, jealous, revengeful, trea- 
‘cherous, diffembling, fervile, vicious, fanguinary, idle, 
and fenfual. The Germans, on the contrary, open, 
good-natured, free from malice and fubtlety, labori- 
ous, fincere, honeft, and hofpitable—and, with thofe 
yaluable ‘qualities, properly complaifant. So happy is 
the charaéter of this people, that to be German- 
hearted has long been a phrafe fignifying an honeft. 
man who hated diffimulation: -and their hofpitality 
was, even in the days of Jutius Ca#sar, remark- 
able; for we learn from him, that their houfes were 
- Open to all: men—that they thought it injuftice te 
‘affront a traveller, and made it an article of their re- 
_ ligion to proteé& thofe who’ came under their roof. 
Did not intemperance in eating and drinking detraé& © 
from ‘their virtues, no people on earth would bear 
comparifon with them for intrinfic worth, and particu- 
Jarly for integrity in dealing. ° EP 
The city of Trent, though not very large in circum- 
ference, is populous. The high mountains which 
furround it, fubjeé it to all the inconveniences of heat 
and cold—rendering the air exceflively hot in fum- 
mer, and extremely cold in winter; befides which, 
they expofe the town to dreadful inundations—the 
torrents that defcend from the mountains being fome- 
times fo impetuous as to roll large pieces of rock with 
them into it, and having feveral times laid the whole 
place watte. fees eae eae 
There are in Trent many ftately palaces, churches, 
and religious houfes. The only one, however, that 1 
will particularize, is‘ that of Saint Mary Malt, 
noted for a prodigious large organ, -which canbe 
| ? res ot 
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made to counterfeit all forts of mufical inftruments, 
together with the finging of birds, the cries of feveral 
beafts, and the founds of drums and trumpets, fo ex- 
adly, that it is difficult to diflinguith between the 
imitation and the reality. To what an end fuch a 
-inftrument fhould be fet up in a place of wartiged 
am at: a lofs to divine, unlefs it be to add to the rich, 
ufelefs lumber that fills all thefe of Popifh countries. 
But that which diftinguithes this church {till fur- 
ther, is, that it is the place where the famous Coun- 
cil of Trent was held, concerning the Reformation, 
at which four thoufand perfons:of a public character, 
laymen and ecclefiaftics, affifteds: ‘Phis Council fat 
eighteen years before it did any thing: but at lait 
the Pope contrived to get the afcendant; and, after 
debating and deliberating fo long, not only the Pro- 
teftants, but even the German and French nations, 
refufed to receive its decrees. Certain of the clergy, 
finding the<afcéndancy: that the negotiation of the 
Pope was getting in this council, faid that the Holy 
Ghoft had been fent there from Rome ina cloakbag! 
-Trent once boafted a. curiofity—which: indeed: {hill 
remains, though out of ufe—that, Ithink, would be 
found ferviceable-in moft towns in Chriftendom, ‘and 
elfewhere too, and particularly at Bath, and: fuch 
places. It was-a tower on the river Adige, into 
which the ftream’ was conducted, for thé purpofe of 
drowning. fuch of the-clergy as were: convicted of 
having been too familiar with their neighbours’ wives 
and daughters! <<». se 
The people of Trent fpeak promifcuonfly, and in- 
differently, both the German and: Italian languages; 


but whether well or not, 1 was not adept enough to ; = 


difcover. 
My next ftage was Baflano, a town in the t 







of -Vincenza in Italy, fituated at the end of 2 Very 


long narrow valley. It is watered by the river Bret 
14 : 
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which wafhes that very rich, fertile, ferene, healthy, 
sand plentiful diftri@ of Italy, fo celebrated for its ad- 
amirable wines, as well as for its fine pafture-grounds, 
rich corn-fields, and prodigious abundance of game, 
«atile, and mulberry-trees ; from all which it is-calle 
the Garden and Shambles of Venice. 5 
_. The next: day I arrived at an early hour at Venice, 
the defcription of which I fhall pot injure by commen-. 
cing it with the mutilated. fragment of a letter, and 
fhall therefore poftpone it to my next. ws 


Tuus, my dear Freperick, have I, in-order to 
preferve the unity and order of my progrefs, brought 
you through Germany with a precife regularity, that, 
3f I was not withing for your improvement, might be 
difpenfed with—yet have left much, very: much in- 
deed, untouched, in the confidence that you will your- 
felf have the induftry to find it out. . 
~ I confefs, my dear boy, that I have often, as I 


wrote, detected myfelf in excurfions from the road 


into moral refle&ion—but I could-not ftop: your im 
provement was my objec in undertaking the bufinels 5 
and I could not refrain from endeavouring to inculcate 
fuch leffons as the progrefs of the work fuggefted, 
and as impreffed my mind with a conviétion of their 
truth and utility. a 0 
> You muft have obferved, that there are two to 
pics on which: 1 dwell very much—one, LisgrTY— 
the other, an abhorrence of bigotry and fuperftition: 
But, before I proceed further, I mutt call to your ré- 
_ Membrance what I have often faid, that by liberty I 
do not mean that which fome people now give that 
name to=nor do I mean religion when: I fpeak~ of 
bigotry ; for true liberty is {till more incompatible 
with anarchy than with defpotifm, and fuperftitigntis _ 
the greateft enemy of religion. Let the firft objeétiof 
your heart and foul be true: morality—the next rate 
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tial liberty: but remember, that the one is not to be = 
found independent of religion, nor the other ever to 
be enjoyed but under the reftraining hands of whole- 
fome laws and good. government—fuch - as England 
now boatts. 

In thefe times, when human opinion is adually 
polled on the two extremes of political judgment, 1 
know, that to fpeak rationally, is to incur the cenfure — 
of both, or to be, as Pore fomewhere fays, ** by 
tories called. awhig, by whigs a tory :” but I care 
not——L {peak my opinion with the fair face of inde- 

» pendence ;_ nor; would feruple to tell the Kine of ~ 
Prussia my hatred: of defpotifm, or the Convention 
of France my abhorrence of anarchy—between both 
of which the trne and genuine point of liberty TES: 
and England, thank God! draws the line. 





LETTER. XXIV. 






As I sontbathack eae I fe ae 
fighted with its appearance. © Its ftately fteeples and 
noble buildings feemed as if juit emerging fronr the fea, 
and floating on the furface of it; and it required no 
great ftretch of fancy to imagine, that it undulated with 
the agitated waves of its parent the Adviatic. On all 
the farrounding coafts, nature and art feemed to have- 
vied with each other in pouring the greateft profufion 
of their gifts, while thoufands of mattis, feattered like 
forefts over the furrounding bays, denoted that Venice, 
not content with her owz, thared in the ae 4 
Juxuries of other climes. mes J] 
















: “It is indeed difficult to conceive a more extraordinary - 
and pleafing appearance than this city makes at a 
_ diftance, whether you approach it from the fea or from 
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the continent. Built not like towns in Holland, where 


immenfe moles and walls puth the fea forward, and 
encroach om his dominion, it ftands on piles ere&ed 
in the fea; and the foundations of the houfes almoft 
touching the water, gives it the appearance of floating 
on its furface. The fteeples are feen at fea at the 


 diftance of thirty miles; and the profpeé becomes 


- more beautiful the nearer it is approached—prefent- 
ing in many views the appearance of floating iflands. 

To ereé a city thus upon the water, while fo many 

thoufands of acres ftand unoccupied, at firft fight feems 

_ extrardinary—but all thofe  great-and: ftrange -devia- 

_tions from the ordinary path prefented by nature, have 

their fource in neceflity ; and it is not till long-after 


the neceffity has been firft lamented, and afterwards 
_ obviated, that experience comes into aid, and demone 
_ firates, that, from her, fecurity and utility have often 
_ arifen. Thus it is with Venice, who, fortified by her 
_ Iocal fituation (the effort of neceflity), fits fecure, and 





bids defiance to the world. 

_ The place where Venice now ftands, is fuppofed 
to have been formerly a marfhy ground, on which the 
Adriatic Sea had gradually encroached, leaving the more, 
clevated parts of it above water, and thereby forming a 
- waft number of little iflands, hence called Lagunes? 
on thofe the fifhermen of the neighbouring fhores 
built their huts ; and when Italy was invaded by the 
- Goths under ALaric, and afterwarks by that babarous 

race the Huns, under Arrita, both of whom fpread 

ruin and defolation wherever they came, vaft- num-. 
‘bers of people from the circumjacent. fhores of the 

Adriatic, particularly from Padua and Aquileia, iffed 

hither, and brought along with them immenfe wealth. 7 
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. diftin@ Tittle iflands, ‘and~ certainly with huts, of a 
city which afterwards ftood almoft foremoft in the 
naval and commercial world: as thofe iflands were 


built upon, and became over-peopled, they gradually 


puthed forward their piles, and built upon them again, 
till the whole became one vaft city, extending to 
many more of thofe iflands beyond the criginal fcventy- 
two. : 3 

As it was indebted in a great meafvre, for its rife 
and importance to the commerce of the Eaft, which 
then was catried on by way of the Red Sea and 
Alexandria, when the paffage by the Cape of Good 
Hope was difcovered, that: trade declined and Yenice 
declined gradually along with it.” pe EN eee 

It is:amazing, what an extent of territory and ac- 
cumulation of power the Venetians once pofiefied. 
Befides their prefent poffeflions, which comprehend 
the territories of Padua and Verona, the Vincentine, 
the Brefcians, the Bergamafes, the Cremafco, the 
Polefin of Rovigo, Marca Trevigiana, the Patria del 
Friuli, and Iftria, they had under their dominion the 
iflands of Rhodes, Scio, Samos, Mytilene, Andros, 
Candia, the Morea, and the cities of Gallipoli and 


Theffalonica : befides which, they, in conjunion with 


France, took Conftantinople, and remained for fome 
time mafters of that part of the Empire; and difputed 
the dominion of Sclavonia, Croatia, Morlachia and Dal- 
matia, with the Kings” cf Hungary, and contended 
witht the Genoefe for the empire of the fea: but of 
a great part of thefe, and their other conquelts, they 
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have fince been ftripped, almoft entirely, by the Turks: _ be 


~-Ag tothe government-of Venice, T fhall not enter — : 
into any particulars of its hiftory—itisealled a repub- 


lic, and-was once a democracy. “Phe name -remains,. 
while that which gave it is gone. - It is, cert 
now a downright ariftocracy—the privilege of ites 

in the great Council being confined to the 
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and the doge, under the name of head, being‘no more _ 

han a gaudy flave, loaded with fetters: yet, fuch is 
the idle fondnefs of man for fuperficial pomp, that this © 

office is fought after with avidity; for though, his 

power be f{mall, his ftate is very fplendid. . Hence 

it is faid, that the doge of Venice is a king in his 

robes, a fenator in council, a prifoner in the city, 

‘and a private man out of it; and what is more cx- 

traordinary, is, that though he may be depofed, he 

cannot refign—nor even decline the office, if he be 

once chofen, without expofing himfelf to banifhment, 

~ and his effe&s to confifcation. : 

The eftablifhed religion of this flate is the Roman 
Catholic ; but the Venetians are not bigots, and reject 
the fapremacy ot the Pope. Jews, Armenians, Greeks, 
and Proteftants, are allowed the exercife. of their 


religion there ; and, provided they do not intermeddle 
with ftate affairs, of which they are extremely jealous, ~ 
“even their priefts, monks, and nuns, may take almoft 
“any liberties they pleafe—a privilege that you may 
be affured is not neglected by any of them. 
As few places have excited greater admiration and 
attention than Venice, fo none have been more copi 
_ oufly defcribed by travellers, every one of whom may, 
when he returns to his native country, give a very 
accurate account of the public buildings, curiofities, 
paintings, &c. by only tranflating the book given to 
him by his valet de place, or cicerone, on his arrival 
there—It is certain, Venice abounds with all thofe, 
particularly paintings ; but I had not the time minutely 
to inveftigate ; nor fhould I have the inclination, if 
did, to deicribe fuch things : they are open to you im 
many well written volumes, which 1 recommend. .to 
your perfual, Such things, however, as ftrike me for 
‘their novelty, or difference from thofe in other plaees, - 
I will, as well as. I can recollect them, give you! 2a 
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. To their local fituation they own their fecurity— 
feparated from terra firma by a body of water of five 
miles in breadth, too deep to be forded, and too 
fhallow for. veffcls of force to pafs ; and on the other 
fides, by fcattered fhallows, the channels between 
which are marked out by ftakes, which, on the appear- 
ance of an enemy, they can take away; they bid 
defiance to hoftile army or navy, and have not been 
reduced to the neceflity to ereéting walls or fortifica- 
tions for their defence. on 
~“The~firft peculiarity that ftrikes me, as arifing 
immediately from their living, I may fay, in the fea, a 
is the total exclufion of all fort of carriages ; for thofe 
ftreets that are on firm ground are extremely nar 
row and.crooked ; and on moft of the canals, fo far 
from having a quay on either fide to walk on, the 
water comes up to the doors of the houfes; fo that 
walking is but little known, for they get into a boat 

off their threfhold, and their firft ftep out of it again 

is, ten to one, on the threfhold of another. ‘This 
circumftance, though in fome refpeés it has its ufes, 

is, in others, extremely difagreeable, as well as ine 
juriots ; for, though thofe who have occafion tolabour 
have a fufficiency of exercife, thofe whofe condition — 
exempts them from labour, and who, therefore, in 
all other countries, refort to artificial labour (exercife) 
for the promotion of health, are here entirely cut of ; 
from all fuch means of it as we prattife, having nein * 
ther hunting, fhooting, riding, bowling &c. &e. nor 
can they have them, unlefs they go to the Continent 
for them. The chief amufements of the Venetians are 
referved for the carnival time, which commences about 
a week after Chriftmas, and which, therefore, I could 
not fee; but, from the concurrent teftimony of all tra 

. vellers and the people themfelves, as well as : ! 
evidence of my own obfervation on the manner 
the people, I am well warranted in faying, are fel 
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ery, riot, and licentioufnefs. This is a fubje& 
‘Tam, neverthelefs, difpofed to believe, that 
has been faid than truth will bear out—yet, a 
ftatement of the truth, would I fear, bear hard 
“enough upon the moral charatter, or at leaft the piety, 
of the Venetians. 

. ‘That mafquerades are the very worft fchools of 
vice, the private anecdotes of the beau monde even in 
- England might fuffice to demonftrate—That courte- 
zans are found loft toall fenfe of modefty and common 
decency, the ftreets of London afford nightly proofs 
—Therefore, that mafquerading (which is the amufe- 
_ ment of the Venetians) fhould cloak many crimes, and 
' that their courtezans fhould be fhamelefs and their 
women lewd, is no fuch wonder, feeing, as we do, 
thofe things in this Northern clime; but we may, 
‘without any illiberality, fuppofe, that, from phyfical 
' eaufes of the moft obvious kind, they are carried to 
a greater extent there than here : though one of the 
moft enlightened and amiable of all travellers fays it 
would be hard to be proved, yet, with deference 

to him, I think it may be rationally fuppofed. 
There is an aétive principle in the mind of man 
which will not fuffer it to reft; it muft have fome 
materials to work upon. Men, enlightened by {fei- 
ence, have within themfelves a fund, and can never 
want food for contemplation ; but the many, in thofe 
* hours when a fufpenfion of labour or wordly bufinefs 
drives them to expedients for the employment of their 
timé, are but too prone to leave the mind to the gui- 
dance of the fenfes, and to cogitate on vice till they with 
to practife it. Hence that homely but true faying, ~ 
“* Idlenefs is the root of all evil.”? In England we have a 
variety of expédients which the Venetians want, whofe 
minds being befides naturally more vivid, are more 
prompt to give a loofe to the warm illufions of feptital- 
fancy... Thus prepared, they meet the camiiv 
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when every thing confpires to give circulation to 


indulgence; and when thofe operations of the mind 
which with us have fo many channels to difcharge 
themfelves, with them, like a vaft ftream fuddenly 
confined to one narrow’ channel, burit forth with 
an irrefiflible torrent, and carry away before them 
every bond that religion or morality has jaid down 
as reftraints on the exuberance of human paflion. The 
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cuftoms and habits of the place and time contribute > 


to it; for, while the fevere reftri&ions of the female — 
fex for the reft of ‘the year tharpen both inclination 
and invention on the one -hand—on the other, the un. ~ 


bounded licenfe, the univerfal change of habits, cuftoms 
‘and laws—the total fufpenfion of all diftinétion, care, — 
or bufinefs which take place at that time, aided by _ 


perpetual mafquerade—and thofe moft convenient of 
all receptacles, the gondolas, with thofe moft expert 
and. forward of all pandars, the gondoliers—afford 


ample {cope to their wifhes, and form altogether a 


mafs of circumftances in favour of vicious indulgence, 
not to be found in any other part of Chriftendom; 


to refift which, they muft be more virtuous than any 


other people—a point never yet laid to their charge ~ 
by the beft-natured and moft extenuating of all thofe 
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who have written upon that fubject. 
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LETTER XXV. 


et 


‘PROFLIGATE though the people of Lon 


. don are, I will not allow that it is fo vicious a city as 
Venice. That there are in it, and indeed in all cap 







tals, individuals who have reached the higheft acme 
of fhamelefS debauchery and depravity, it would be 
foolith to deny: but that concubinage is prattifed in » 
the fame open way, fo generally, ‘or fo fyftematically 

s at Venice, mo one will venture to aflert. 1 truit 
the day of depravity and indelicacy is far removed 
s, that will exhibit a Britifh mother arranging 
a plan of accommodation for her fon, and bargaining 
for a young virgin to commit to his embraces—as 
they do in Venice—not as wife, but as concubine. 
On that one cuftom of the Venetian ladies I reft my 





~ pofition ; and have no hefitation to avow, that all the 


private concubinage of London amounts not to fuch. 
a flagrant confummation of moral turpitude and fhame- 
lefs indelicacy as that practice to which J allude. 

‘The Venetian men are well-featured and well-fha- 


-ped—the women, well-fhaped, beautiful, and, it is 
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faid, witty: but I had that within which robbed 
every object of its charms; and I might fay’ with 
Hamtet, that ‘* man delighted not me, nor woman 
either.’—In fhort, not all the beauties and novelty — 
of the place, not all the pleafures that flare the tra 
veller in the face, and folicit his enjoyment, not : 

the exquifite looks of the ladies, could roufe my) pinta |= 


from its melancholy, or fix my attention—I grew. 
4 Wey 
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weary of Venice before I had been many hours in it, 

and determined to grafp-at the very firft opportunity 

that offered for my departure. 

[had arvangedy in my own mind, a plan: fo proceed 

to Latichea, a covfiderable fea-port town in Syria, 

and thence to Aleppo, whence, as it was a great= 
Eafterm miart, I entertained hopes that I fhould find 

a fpeédy, of at leaft a certain conveyance, by a-cara~ 
van; acrofs the deferts, to Bafforah; and little doubted. 
but. that Efhould find 2 veffel at fome of the Vene- 
tian-ports,- either bound, or belonging to a fea-port 

of fucly commercial: confequience, u upon which I could. 
procure a paffage—=But in- this: b was: difappointed ; Bee 
for;:om the fulleft inquiry that I could: makes. F found » 
that there was only one fhip ready to- fail, and no 
probability of any other for a confiderable time after’ 
—I did every: thing I could to avail myfelf of this 
conveyance, but was difappointed, owing to a young - 
lady being paflenger, who was daughter to the owner 

of the veffel—and the old gentleman did not approve 

of an Englifh officer being of the party with his 
daughter. I ufed every argument without fuccefs, 
urging the refident, Mr. Srranoz, who had behaved 
very politely tome during my fhort refidence at: Ves. 
nice; to: intereft himfelf about it: E likewife en 
Mrs. Sreaner, an affable, pleafant woman, 
her endéavours, and made her daugh, by pre 
to her to give me a certificate of my behavi d- 
to pledge. herfelf to the: old gent'éman” ste dtd 

pinefs or honour of his ae would not be Ped 3. = 
by. tre during the : : 

-Fiearine, however, ee a fhip lay ¢ at 

was to’ fail thence for Alexandria im 
mitted to embrace’ that opportn a 
my former tended route, £0 to 
to. Suez, and fo down the] 

Mecca; to Moca, and thenec 
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_ pany’s veffels, or India country traders are always to- 
be found going to one or other of the Britith fettle- 

— ments. eae) ie 
~  ¥ accordingly fet out for Triefte, with all the im- — 
patience. of a fanguine mind, anxious to change place, 
eager to puth forward, and full of the new route Thad 
laid down—the charms of which, particularly of fee-. — 
ing Grand Cairo, the Land of Egypt, and the Pyra- — 
mids, were painted by my imagination in all the glows 

ing exaggerated colours of romance. ‘The captain ob i 
the veflel was then at Venice, and I accompanied him 
to Triefte, which is about fixty miles from Venice. — 
Soon after our arrival at Triefte, I had the mor- ~ 

tification to find, that the veffel. was by no means” 
likely to keep pace with ihe ardour of my mind, and 
that, owing to fome unforefeen event, her departure 
was to be delayed; fo, after a few of thofe effufions ~— 
which may be fuppofed on fuch an occafion to efcape ~ — 

* aman of no very cool temper hanging on the tenter> 

hooks of expectation, I found it neceflary to fit downy) ~ 
and patiently wait the revolution of time and event, — 
which nothing could either impede or accelerate... 
It has often been remarked, and is held as .a- point: 
of faith by Predeftinarians, that fome men are doomed 
by fate to difappointment—and that, when they arenes 
fo, no wifdom can obviate, no vigilance provide againtt, os 
nor no refolution refift, her decrees; but, that, m7 
fpite of all the efforts of reafon and induftry, a feries —~ 
of finifter events’ fhall purfue them through life, and =~ 
meet them at every turn they attempt to take. Such ~~ 
has been my Jot for the greateft part of my life—but- 
I have neither faith enough in predeftination, nor fel 
love enough, fo far’ to blind me to my own faults, as. 
to fuppofe that lady Fate had any thing at all to do” 
with it. No, no; it wasoften owing to a tempera — 
warm,: impatient, and uncontroled, which, in almolhy) — 
all cafes of momentary embarraflment, chafed — eo 
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from her officé, ufurped her place, and decided as 
chance dire@ted. Let every man examine the grounds 
of all his ferious difappointments in life with candour, 
and he will find phyfical caufes to which to aflign 
them, without reforting to fupernatural. For my part, 
when I hear a tan fay that he has been all his life 
purfued by ill-fortune, I direétly conclude, that cither 
he has been a blunderer, or thofe he dealt with, 
brutes. In the ordinary operation of earthly contin- 
gencies, mifchances will happen; but an unifotm life 
of mifchance can only arife from mifmanagement, or _ 
a very extraordinary chain of human injaftice.— 
Thefe refleGions arofe from the following incident : 
~ | had procured a fervant to attend me on my jour- 
ney, who, from my fhort obfervation of him, pro-— 
mifed to contribute very confiderably to my comfort, 
my convenience, and, indeed, to my fecurity, as he 
was. apparently honeft, fincere, active, and clever in 
his duty, and matter of feveral languages, and parti- 
cularly of the dingua Franca, a mixture of languages, 
peculiarly ufeful in travelling through the Eaft. Find- 
ing that I was likely to be delayed at Triefte, and 
conceiving that in this interim letters from England, 
for which I moft ardently longed, might have arrived. 
at Venice for me, 1 imprudently and impetuouily feat 
him to Venice, for the purpofe of taking them up, 
and carrying them to me. But guefs what muft have 
been my feelings when I found, almoft immediately 
after his departure, that the veffel was: preparing to 
fail, and that I muft either lofe my paflage or my fer- 
vant: anxious though I was to get forward, and 
grieyous though my former delay had been to me, 1 


_htefitated which to do; but prudence, for once, pre« 
vailed over inclination; and I determined; at alk 


events, to depart, under all the embarraflment attend=- : 

ing the want of a fervant and linguift, and alls the 

poignant feelings of having. been acceflary to thes 
¥ K 2 ee 1p 
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- appointment, and perhaps the injury of a poor fel- 
fe ae T really conceived to 2 sie of merit. 
__-Jn our paflage to Alexandria we touched at Zante, an 
_._-jfland on the coaft of Greece, belongimg to Venice : 
~~ it was anciently called Zacynthus—is about fifty miles 
in circumference, and contains fifty thoufand inhabi- 
= tants. Never before had I tafted any thing equal to 
the delicious flavour of the fruits of this ifland—the 
grapes exquifite, and the melons and peaches of pros — 
digious bignefs and unequalled flavour. ‘The ifland 
is abundantly fruitful in wine, currants, oil, figs, and 
corn, but is very fubjeé to earthquakes. Near. the 
fea-port which we entered is as great a curiofity im 
nature as is any where, I believe, to be found. ‘Two 
fpring wells of clear freth water throw up large picces — 
of real pitch, in fuch quantities, that, it is faid, the 
a tolleét, one year with another, one hundred 
arrels of it, which they ufe in paying their shipping 





: and boats. : 
: __In the firft ftages of melancholy, confolation is re- 
jected by the mind as premature. ‘The heart, intent, 


as it were, upon fupping full of woe, difclaims all ad- 
vances of comfort, and feeds on grief alone. Hence 
the truly ikilful in the human heart confider prema- 
ture confolation as an aggravation of woe, and com- 
fort only with condolence, well knowing that the tide 
of grief mutt take its courfe, and that, until it be firt 
full, no hopes can be had of its retiring. The full 
force of this I began now to feel. The difqnietude 
of domeftic embarraflment—the bitternefs of fepara- 
tion from all I loved—the folitary fadnefs of my fitua- 
tion, wandering through unknown countries—myfelf — 
unknown and unfriended—aggravated at length by_ 
the lofs of my fervant, who was a fort of prop to my 
{pirits—and my being caft into. 2 thip among a people 
whofe language I little underftocd, without any 
er one circumftance to mitigate my forrow, or €on 
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me under it ; all thefe, I fay, had wound up my feel- 
ings to the higheft pitch of fortune—More miferable 
I could not be when the ifland of Zante received me, 
and, for the firft time for a fad feries of days, raifed 
me with the tranfporting found of an Englith voice. » 
I have promifed, my FREDERICK, to give you 
a candid relation, in hopes that you will improve by 
it: but if I thought, that, on the contrary, any thing 
I faid fhould tend to raife in your mind a fentiment 
injurious to your principles, or reflective on your fa- 
ther’s conduét, but to be an example and admonitory- 
guide to your own, I fhould condemn my candour. and 
curfe the hour that I wrote—but, I ole to your good 
fenfe and difpofition, with my care to dire& them; 
and fhall, but not without hefitation, proceed. But, 
as I have already fpun out this letter to fuch’an ex- 
tent, 1 will defer my further relation to another. 





“LETTER XXVI 
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AXT the time J fet out upon my journey over — 
land to India, I was (though married, and the father 
of children) very young, naturally of a fanguine con- : 
ftitution : my attachment to the fair fex was no ways — aoe 
diminifhed by a military education ; and a warmth of 
temper, an ardent fenfibility of mind, and a frank un- 
fufpicious difpofition, left me but too often to regre 
the facility with which I yielded to the charms | 
men. But the regret foreach error was wilfGlye 
fmothered in vain determinations of amendment—ane 
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the promifed: amendment again broken in upon by 






fome new error. ‘Thus it was, till riper years and ~ 
circumftances of weight ftrengthened my reafon, and 
gave it in fome greater degree that dominion it fhould — 
have over my actions. 
_. Circumftanced as I have in my laft letter defcribed my 
__ felf to be, and conftituted by nature and education as 
I .have mentioned above, I landed in the charming ~ 
- ifland of Zante, where nature herfelf feems to have ~ 
confpired againft chaftity—making the very air breathe 
nothing but tranfport and delight. There I met a 
young lady, a native of England—extremely pretty, ~ 
_ highly accomplifhed, and captivating in the extreme: 
fhe had been at Venice for her education—was™@ 
complete miftrefs of mufic, and expreffed an intention ~ 
_of following it profeffionally on her arrival in England, 
- ‘whither fhe was going paffenger in a veffel bound — 
there from Zante. To have accidentally met witha ~ 
ative of England, even of my own fex, in fuch a 
diftant corner of the world, under fuch circumftances 
as mine, juft efcaped from the horrid life I had for 
fome time led, muft have filled me with joy : allow-— 
ance, therefore, may be made for my feefings on meet- 
ing this young lady, and for my thinking of fome ex- 
pedient to prevent our feparation. She laboured, — 
perhaps, under the preffure of feelings as difagreeable a 
_ as my own, and expreffed her fatisfaétion at meeting 
with a countryman fo very unexpefedly. | Referve — 
was foon thrown off on both fides: we entered into — 
ic converfation interefting and confidential, which in- — 
creafed my anxiety to keep her with me, and in order 
, to perfuade her to accompany me, I pointed out in the ~ 
: ftrongeft colours poffible, the great advantages fhe — 
might derive from her accomplifhments in India, — 
where her mufical talents alone, exclufive of her ivari- 
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ous captivating: qualities, _would be an inexhan 
mine.of wealth, “In fhort, I fo very eagerly enidree¢ 
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my propofal to accompany me, and time was fo very 
fhort, that the confented, and in two hours we had 


arranged every thing for our departure together— - 
‘and here with fhame and forrow I confefs (nor fhall. 


ever ceafe to regret it), that this ecclaireciffement 
communicated the firft ray of fubftantial pleafure to 
my heart that it felt fince I left London. 

Thus far, our projec failed before the wind: way- 
ward imagination had decked it out in the moft al- 
luring drapery that fancy could fabricate, -and” pre- 
vented us from fecing the impracticability of it, as it 
ftood in the nakednefs of truth; and when it came to 
-be carried into execution, a thoufand difficulties oc- 
curred, that the wildnefs of paffion, and the warmth 
“of our feelings, had before concealed from our view. 
In-the firft place, it was neceflary for her to obtain 
the confent of a lady to whofe care and proteétion fhe 
was committed: in the next place, accommodations 
were to be procured for her in the fame fhip with me 
—a circumftance of moft arduous difficulty ; befides 
which, a variety of other. impediments—infuperable 
indeed—concurred to fruftrate our views, and put an 
end to our project. If my pleafure at meeting her 


~ 
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was great, my anguifh at parting with her was inex- — 2: 


preflible. I had once more to face the world alone; 
and, on the fecond. day of my fojourning at Zante, 
embarked with a heavy heart, and fet fail for Alex- 
andria. The laft difappointments we undergo, feem 
always the heavieft; and this at Zante I thought at 
‘that time to be the greateft of my life. But—oh! 


fhort-fighted man! bubble of every delufive fhadow!” 


I never refle&ed, as I have fince done, what ferious- : 


mifchiefs, what endlefs. mifery, what lofs of time, 

means, and reputation, I may by that providential 

difappointment have efcaped—for thefe are the 

~ never-failing confequences of fuch affairs. It t 

~ happens, that the fyren who deludes a 2 
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avoid all fuch, as you would avoid plague, peftilence, — 
~ “or ruin—ftceel. your heart by. timely refle@ion againit 
_ their advances, In all your tranfactions with women, — 
_ ikea good general in warfare, fecure for your heart ~ 
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: ery perfon who infli&ts the deadly 
© bis heart. Avoid, my dear Freperick | 
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-a retreat; for it will be too late to find that they” 


are unworthy when your heart is enfnared——and when — 


you fad. them worthy of your affection, it will be — 
time enough to give a loofe to the fenfibility of your 
heart. A virtuous woman is beyond all calculation 


90 be valued, when fhe is found; but, alas! in fmd- 


in her, you may pafs through fo many fires ordeal, 
and run fuch danger, that it is almoft a doubt, whee ce 
ther a wife man (if he can fetter his paflons) had. not 


"better. difpenfe with the blefling, than run the hazard 
of fearching for it. 


_ On my arrival at Alexandria, I found, to my freth 
Mortification, that the plague was raging -al-ever 
Egypt—and as, if this was not of -itfelf fufficient-te 
block up my intended route, an» irruption of the 
Arabs, -who in» formidable bodies infefted all the 
roads, put a period to all my hopes of feeing. Grand 
Cairo, and viewing the curiofities of that country, 
which all-who, like us, have the Bible put early into 
their hands, are taught to venerate. as foon-as they 
are taught to read. Here I thought to haye viewed’ 
the pyramids, whofe antiquity, origin, or intended’ 
-ufe, have baffled the learned and ingenious inquiries 
of fo many ages—of beholding Mount Sinai, the floze: 
of Mofes, the track of the Ifraclites, all of which are — 
faid to he clearly pointed out, and geography by that *— 
means brought into the fupport of Sacred Hiilory. 
Thefe, and many things, I did with to fee—they are 
worth it? but have had fince reafon to believe, that — 






my ill luck was not fo great as 1 then thought itzater 
the fearch is dangerous, and made prodigiotilysies 
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penfive by the exactions of the Mahomedan magif- 
trates. It is as well, therefore, to travel over this 
country in books, which afford us good information, 
and more of it, at an eafier rate than you conid pur- 
chafe it in the country. é 

Alexandria was built by ALEXANDER the Great, 
foon after the overthrow of Tyre, about 333 years 


before Curist, and is fituated on the Mediterranean, 
twelve miles weft of that mouth of the Nile, anciently 


called Ganopicum. A very extraordinary circumftance 


is related as a. proof of the fuddennefs of ALEXAN-. 


DER’s refolution to build it: After he had directed 
the number of publie ftruétures, and fixed the places. 
where they were to ftand, there were no inftruments at 
hand proper for marking out the walls, according to the 


cuftom of thofe times: upon this, a workman adviled _ 


the King to colleé&t what meal was among the foldiers, 
and fift it in lines upon the ground, in order to mark out 
the circuit of the walls: the advice was followed, and the, 
king’s foothfayer interpreted it to be a -prefage of the 
fature profperity and abundance of the city. This pro- 
phecy was certainly afterwards werified ; for it foon be- 


came the emporium of commerce, of arts, and of fciences. 


“By the defcription of Srraso and other ancients, 
it appears that this city was built upon a plan well © 
worthy the vaft mind of its founder; and the frag- 


ments of its ornaments afterwards compofed a part 
of the grandeft embellifhments of Rome and Conttan- 


tinople. In the mufeum of the royal palace, which 


eecupied a fourth part of the city, the body of Arzx- 


ANDER was depofited im a golden coftin—but the 


dereftable SeLEveus CrpyoracTes violated the mo- 


nument, took away the golden coffin, aud fubffituted a. 


' glafs one in its place. 4 


This city like moft others of antiquity, has been 


the fcene of terrible mailacres. About two hun 
years after its foundation, it was tota'ly depo lat 
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_ by Protemy Puyscon—the wery few who eicaped 
laughter, flying into other countries. Defirous, ower, 
not to reign over empty houfes, he feduced inhaoiiay's 
from the neighbouring countries; and aga’, for 
fome flight offence, determined ona general niailacre 
~ of the young men ; and accordingly, when they wae 
one day affembled in the Gymnafium, or place.of pub- 
lic exercife, he ordered it to be fet on fire, fo tha‘ all 
perifhed, cither in the flames, or by the fwords oi ‘is 
mercenaries, whom he had placed at all the avenues. 
_ Afterwards, in the year of Curist 215, the Emperor 
Caracabia, having been lampooned by fome of 
the inhabitants, ordered a general maflacre by iis 
numerous troops, who were difperfed over tlic city. 
The inhuman. orders being given, all were murdered, 
‘without diftin@ion. of age or fex; fo that, in one 
“night’s time, the whole city floated in blood, and 
every houfe was filled with carcafes: the monfter: 
 himfelf, retiring to the temple of Serapis, was all. the 
time imploring: the proteétion of the Deity—a-proof 
that practical devotion and the moft atrocious .inhu- 
manity may meet in the fame bofom. As if this had 
not been fufficient vengeance, he ftripped the city-of 
all its ancient privileges—ordered all ftrangers. who — 
lived there to. depart—and, that the few who re- 
mained might not have the fatisfaétion of feeing one 
another, he cut off all communication of one ftreet, 
with another, by walls built for the purpofe, and 
guarded with troops. Seeger ee Se 
- Notwithftanding thefe maffacres, Alexandria again 
recovered its former {plendour—and was again facked 
by Amrou, the infamous Saracen—and all the intre-  — 
pid youth of the city perifhed-with’arms in their hands. — 
The magnificence of the city may be eftimated. from 
the account written by AmRou to the Caliph: got | ~ 
have taken,” faid he, “the City of the Wef5. itis 
of an immenfe extent; I cannot defcribe to: you a 
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many wonders it contains there are 4000 palaces, 
4000 baths,” &c. &c. 

The great advantages of the Eaft India sate; 
which was then carried on by the Red Sea, preferved 
Alexandria through fevera] revolutions; but having 
fallen under the dominion of the Turks, and the 
paflage round the Cape of Good Hope being dif- 


covered, a fatal blow was given to its commerce, and 


it has Gace fallen to decay. It is, however, even 
now, worth the attention of the claffical traveller. 
Entering the harbour, we pafled by the Mand of 
Pharos, weré Protemy built the enormous tower. 
which was once the wonder of the world; and, whea 
riding within the port, nothing could be more gratify- 
ing than to fee from thence that mixture of ancient 
and modern monuments that prefented themfelves to 
the view, on which ever fide the eye could be turned. 
Of myriads of antiquities which this place affords 
for the infpeétion of the curious, I fhall mention only 
two—One, the column of Pompzy, on viewing of 
which, the “femenbeaee of that great and good man’s ~ 
_moft unmerited and cruel fate extracted a figh from — 
the bottom of my heart : this pillar engages the at- 
tention of all travellers ; it is compofed of red granite ; 
the capital is Corinthian, with palm leaves, and fot 
indented ; the fhaft and the upper member of the bafe 
are of one piece, ninety feet long; and nine in 
diameter; the bafe, a fquare of fifteen feet on each 
fide ; the whole column is one hundred and fourteen © 
feet high, perfectly well polifhed, and only a little 
Shivered on the eaftern fide. Nothing can equal the 
majefty of this monument: feen from a diftance, it 
overtops the town, and ferves as a fignal for veffels ; 


approaching it nearer, it produces an aftonifhment 
mixed with awe: one would never be tired of oe a 


miring the beauty of the capital, the length off 
- fhaft, nor the extraordinary Sey of the pe 
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Some years ago, a party of Englifh feamen contrived, 
by flying a kite, to draw a line over the pillar, and 
by that means made a kind of a fhroud, by which they 
got up, and on the very top of itdrank a bowl of punch, 
to the utter aftonifhment of a multitude who came to fee 
_ them; they broke off one of the volutes of the column, 
but amply compenfated for this mifchief by a diicovery 
they made, as, without their evidence, the world 
would not have known, at this hour, that there was 
originally a ftatue on this column, one foot and ancle 
of which, of enormous fize, are itill remaining. — 
The other is the obelifk of CLroPpATRA, of immenfe 
fize, and of one fingle piece of granite marble. Here 
I obferved, too, a thick wall, with towers mouldering 
under extreme age, which contained, in its face, frag- 
ments of architecture of the moft exquifite workman- 
fhip, fach as broken columns, friezes, &c. ; thofe were 
the antique ruins of fome fallen pieces of antiquity, 
at the time that this antique wall was built : what, 
then, muft be the length of time fince they had firft 
undergone the hands of the workman? Thefe circum- 
itances tend to demonttrate, that, far back beyond the - 
reach of our calculation, the arts flourifhed: and 
when one thinks of the miraculous mafles of work 
done in former ages—the magnitude of the pieces of 
which thofe works were compofed, fuch as wholé_ 
columns and obelifks of a fingle block of marble— ~~ 
the Coloflus of Rhodes, made of brafs, one foot of — 
which was placed on one fide of the harbour, and 
another on the other fide, fo that fhips pafled between - 
its legs—we cannot help yielding up the palm to the - 
ancieats for ftupendous magnificence, however we 
mS furpais them for the ufeful, the elegant, and the 
good. sie Shinto ge: 4 ’ pe tO 
At Alexandria I remained about twelve aan 


wearied of the confined ftate I lived in on accobat oF” 
the plague, I refolved to devife’ fome means, 
Holo sistionat 
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pofhible, to get away, and at length hired a boat to 
carry me to the ifland of Cyprus, from whence I 
concluded, that I fhould find no fort of difficulty in 
procuring a conveyance to Latichea, and fo proceed 
by my firft intended route. I accordingly arrived 
at Cyprus in perfe& fafety, where, to my great forrow 
and aftonifhment, I found that an epidemical fever, 
equal in its effeéts to a plague, prevailed: however, 
there was no alternative ; I moft run the rifque, and 
I difmiffed the boat that carried me from Alexandria. 

Although the etymologies of the names of places 
are of very little importance, and moft frequently 
uncertain, I think it probable that the learned are 
right, who aflert the name of this is derived from 
xerpee (Cyprus) or Cyprefs—with which thrubs the 
ifland abounds. It had, in ancient times, a number of 
other names—one of which was Paphia, whence Venus, 
who was worthipped in it, was called the Paphian God- 
defs. It lies thirty miles weft of Syria, whither I 
was bound, ftretching from the fouth-weft to the 
north-eaft, one hundred and fifty miles in length, and 
feventy in breadth in the wideft part of it. 

This ifland holds a very high rank in claflic 
lore—It- gave birth to fome great philofophers and 
confiderable- poets—-The Apoitle BarNaABAS was a 
native of it, and, affifted by Sr. Paut, firft mtro. 
duced Chriftianity among them. Famagufta, a town 
on the eaftern part of the ifland, oppofite to the fhore 


_ of Syria, is the ancient Salamis, built by Teucer 


the fon of TzE:amon, and brother of Ajax. — 
~ Symiffo, on the fouth-eaft, the beft port in Cyprus, 
is the Amathus mentioned by VirerL, in his Aineid, 
and by Ovip in his Metamorphofes. And Baffo, 
on the Weftern coaft, is the mage: (Paphos) of anti- — 
quity, famous for the Temple of Venus. Bee 
As the branches of an empire moft remote from 
the great feat of government are always 
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tedrefs, Cyprus has been continually ruled with @ 
rod of iron fince it came into the heads of the Turks, 


‘or a thoufand villages in it, befides feveral handfome 


© poifonous reptiles of various kinds. 


- ferved, it produces a fufficient quantity of corn, unlels 
in feafons when their harveft fails, in which cafe the 
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defpotically governed than thofe nearer the fource of — 


While it was under the dominion of Chriftians, it — 
was well-peopled, having no lef than eight hundred — 


cities ; but the Turks have fpread ruin and defolation 
over the country, and it is now fo thinly inhabited 
that more than. half the lands lié uncultivated. ° 

The air of this ifland is now ‘for the moit part uns 
wholefome,’ owing to the damps arifing from the 
many fens and marfhes with which the country” 
abounds—while, there being but few fprings or rivers: 
in the ifland, the want of a plentiful fall of rain, at 
proper periods, diftreffes- the inhabitants very much 
in. another“way ; and by means of the uncultivated 
fate of the couniry, they are greatly infefted with 





. The moft remarkable mountain in Cyprus is called 

Olympus—a name commen to feveral other mountains 
in Greece, particularly to that in Theffaly, fo famous’ ~ 
in the poetry of the ancients. That in Cyprus is 
about fifty miles in circumference : great part of it is 
covered with woods; and at the foot of it are fine 

vineyards, which produce admirable wine, not only 
in a fufficiency for their own confumption, but fome 
alfo for exportation—And although the greater part 
of the ifland lies uncultivated, as I have before ob- 















people are eafily fupplied from the continent. 
have, befides, cattle enough for their own confump- 
tion—Many parts of the country abound with wild- 
fowl, and feveral forts of game, and they have plenty: 
of fifh upon the fea coatts. - Ga pe 3 

The trade of Cyprus is not inconfiderable,-an 
carried on ‘chiefly by Jews and Armenians: the 
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modities in which they deal are wine, oil, cotton, 
‘wool, falt, filk, and turpentine—befides, it. produces 
feveral forts of earth, fit for the ufe of panes) Pe 
ticularly: red, “black, and yellow. 

Its moft wonderful production, however, is the Ss 


mous flone A-¢o: (Albeltos) imextinguifhable, or. 
Awarroc (Amiantos) impollutus, fo called from its ex- _ 


traordinary property of refifting fire. _ It-is related 
that the ancients made out of this {tone a kind of 


thread that would remain unconfumed in the moft in- - 


tenfe fire... It is even faid, that fome experiments 
have been made in modern days, which have fuflici- 
ently proved. that the thing is not a fiction. In -fach 
extraordinary queftions as this, though I do not pof- 
tively contradié, I always fufpend my belief, till fome- 
thing ftronger than mere affertion is offered to come 
vince me. 
There is one dreadful mifchief to which this ifland 
is fubje&—In the hot feafon, locufts come from the 
Continent, in fwarms fo-vaft and fo thick as to darken 
the iky like clouds. Thofe would’ certainly devour 
all the fruits of the earth, if they were not driven to 
* fea bya north wind that ufually blows at the time of 
their coming. When that wind happens to fail, which 
fortunately is feldom, the confequence.is.a total eae 
lition of the fruits of the country. 


The whole ifland, as well as tee fone was 


cxtirely. Ediieceated to the goddefs Venus, who 
thence was called Venus Cypria, or Dra Crpria, 
aadis reprefented by the poets as taking a peculiar 
pleafure in vifiting it—and this unqueftionablt arofe 
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from the loofe habits and Jafcivious temperament of 


the women there, who certainly are, at this time, not 
remarkable for chaftity. 


I mu confefs, however, that I felt great pleafire i 


in entermg Cyprus—it was, as I have sect 
elaflic ground, and dedicated to. the Queen of ki 
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But a traveller who vifits it with hopes of amufement, 
il be much difappointed ; for in no one particular 

lit feem to me to refemble that Cyprus famed in 

‘the Heathen Story and Mythology. Of the Cyprian » 
- queen’s favours the ladies feemed to boaft no one 
- mark, fave the moft naufeous, difgufting lewdnef&— 
and the natural fertility of the foil is half loft beneath — 
the oppreffive yoke of the fervants of the Turkith go- 
vernment. ‘Thus, in the extraordinary revolutions 
that human affairs are inceffantly undergoing, that 
ifand which for its fuperior beauties was fuppofed to” 
be the refidence of love, which gave birth to the phi- 
lofophers Zeno, ArpoLLonius, and XENOPHON, is 
now a miferable, half-cultivated fpot, peopled with a 
mixture of wretched Turks, Jews, Greeks, and Cheif- 
tians—groaning under the tyranny of a barbarous — 
defpotic abufe of delegated power—infefted with lo- — 
cufts which devour the fruits of the earth—and dif. 
graced by a race of ignominious women, who efteent 

it to be an a& of religion to proftitute themfelves to 

all ftrangers. pie Fe 

Our Ricuarp the Firft made a conqueft of this 
iland on his way to the Holy Land, and conferred’ 

. the royalty of it on Guy Lusicnan, king of Jernfas 
lem. The Venetians poffeffed themfelves of it in the 
year 1480—but, in the fixteenth century, the Turks 
difpofleffed them, and have ever fince kept it under 
the yoke—I fhould have remarked that their wine is 
excellent. pr cee eee 
~ Continuing my route, I hired another boat, after: — 
only forty-eight hours ftay at Cyprus, and proceeded 

- for Latichea, which, as I have fomewhere before 

mentioned, is a confiderable fea-port town of Syria, 
built on a promontory of land, which, running into” 
ihe fea, occafions its being continually refrethed: with 
breezes. Fortune, who had«hitherto been not’ 
‘ liberal in her difpenfations, now favoured 
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juft-as I arrived at Latichea, a caravan was preparing. 
The conful of the Turkifh Company at Cyprus re- 
ceived me with great politenefs and hofpitality—gave 
me a letter to the refident at Latichea ; and by his 
inftru@tion and affiftance, after a very fhort ftay, I fet 
out on my way to Aleppo with the caravan. sages 

‘As I fhall hereafter have occafion more particularly 
to defcribe the nature of thofe caravans, 1 fhall, for 
the prefent, tell you, that this was compofed: of no 
other beafts.of burden than mules and affes, of which 
there were not lefs than three or four hundred in ~ 
number, 33 “ ass yy 

~ Mounted on-a mule, I travelled along, well pleated 
with the fertile appearance of the country, and de- 

Jighted with the ferenity of the air—We were, as 
well..as I can now recolleé, near ten days on the 
xoad; during which time we travelled only in the 
morning early, and in the heat of the day repofed 

-under the fhade of trees. ss 
- [was informed, that if, inftead of going to Lati- 
chea, I had gone to Scandaroon (otherwife Alexan- 
dretta), I fhould, in the road from thence to Aleppo, 
have travelled through a country, in which the moft 
fingular and extravagant cuftoms. prevail that exift in 
any country emerged from barbarifm—Several of 
thofe I heard; but one in particular was, that the 
men proftitited their wives and daughters to-all 
eomers—and that this originated from a principle of 
religion, though there «was every reafon to believe, _ 
that, like many of their religious inftitations, it was 
at laft made fubfervient to the gratification of avarice. 

On my way to Aleppo, I was met by a Mr. ———, 
an Englith gentleman, who had heard of my coming, 
and who, in the moft kind and hofpitable manner, in- 
fifted upon my living at his houfe inftead of the Bri- — 
tifh conful’s, where I fhould otherwife have refided 
during my ftay there; and his manner of afking-me 
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was fo engaging, interefting, and impreflive, that I 
found it impoffible to refufe him. ast B! 
- As the great public caravan had departed from 
Aleppo before my arrival; and-the expence of. form- 


ing a private one on my account was too great, as I 


was travelling on my own account, and had no dif- 
patches to authorife or enforce my departure, or bear 
me out in the expence; I was conftrained to remain 
at Aleppo till fome eligible mode ‘of travelling occur- 
red, or another public caravan was formed—This de- 
lay gave mean opportunity of feeing and informing. 
myfelf of the ¢ity and furrounding country ; the re- 
fault of which, I fhall, in as fhort a manner as pofli- 
ble, relate to you in a future letter. It alfo gave'oe- 
cafion to one of thofe unhappy incidents which } have 
fo often had occafion to lament, not from any con{ci- 
-oufnefs of dire& criminality, bug for the {cope it 
gave to mifreprefentation, and the injury which that 
mifreprefentation did me in the opinion of fome of my 


; friends. 


2 ae 


END OF-PART 1. 


! 








= 


= A 


* 
= 


JOURNEY TO INDIA, &c. 


* 


* _ Part I. 





LETTER XXViL 





# 


My pEAR FREDERICK, 
a 


So long as the route of my journey lay 
through European regions, little prefented itfelf re- 
fpe&ting human nature of fuch very great novelty as 
to excite admiration or awaken curiofity. In all the 
warious nations through which we have paffed, a cer- 
tain parity of fentiment, arifing from the one great 
fubftratum, Chriftianity, gave the fame general co- 
Jouring to all the fcenes, however they might differ 
from each other in their various fhadings. Whatever 
diffimilitude the influence of accident, climate, or lo-_ 
cal circumftance, may, in the revolutions of ages, have 
introduced into their manners, cuftoms, municipal 
laws, and exterior forms of worihip—the’ great code 
of religion and moral fentiment remains nearly the 
fame with all: and right and wrong, good and evil, 
being defined by the fame principles of reafon, and 
afcertained by the fame boundaries, bring the rule of 
condué of each to fo clofe an approximation with 
that of the others, that, when compared with thofe.... 
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ops to, they may really beconi- 
ed as one and the fame people. ane A 


n the empire. now before us, were we to leave our 
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tian nations, we fhould have, on the contrary, to con- — 
template man tnder a variety of forms and modifica-_ 
tions, fo entirely different from thofe to which habit 
has familiarifed our minds, as_at firft to imprefs ps 
with the idea of a total difruption from our nature, — 
and induce us, as it has already the generality of our 
people, to divorce them from a participation of all 
thofe fympathetic feelings which ferve to inforce the 
difcharge of mutual good offices among men. Dedu- 





' cing all their principles, not only of moral condué, 


but municipal government, from a religion radically 
different from, and effentially adverfe to, ours; de- 


~Tuded by that fyftem into a variety*of opinions which 
_ Tiberality itfelf muft think abfurd ; unaided by that 


€nlightenéd philofophy which learning, and learned 
Yom, and allifted by the art of printing, have diffufed 
through the mals of Europeans; and living tinder a 
climate the moft unfavourable to intelleéttial or bodily 
exertion, they exhibit a {peaatle which the philofo- 
phic and liberal mind matt view with difapprobation, 
regret, and pity—the illiberal fierce Chriftian “with 
tiiqualified deteftation ‘and difouft’: while, on their 
ey bigoted to their otvn principles and ‘opiitions, 
they look on us with abhortétice, ahd fadulge as-con- 
feientious a Cotitéhipe of, dnd antipathy to ‘Chriftians, 
which I appreliend ‘io lapfe of tithe, without a oreat 
change of ciremmftanee, ‘will ‘be ‘able to eradicate. - 
Should Mahomedanifth and ‘Chiittiznity ever Happed 
to netgein Deifin (but nt orherwife), ‘the inhabi- 
tants of Syria and Europe will agree to confider, each 
other ‘even as félidw-ctcatiies. tn Spain and. Porte. 
wal, Jew, Turk; ‘and imdéed Proteltant, are 


_ Then, ‘acting tinder the influence of comparative free- — 
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diftin@ion called hogs. In Turkey, Jews and Chri 
tians are indifcriminately called dogs; each thinking 
the other completely excluded from the pale of huma- 
nity, and well worthy the dagger of any TRUE BE- 
LIEVER who would have the piety to apply it. 

You will allow, my dear FrepEricn, that it muft 
have been rather an important contemplation to your 
father, to have perhaps two thoufend mil-s to travel 
through the immenfe and almoft tracklefs wilds of a 
country inhabited by fuch people, without the confo- 
lation of any others to accompany him in ‘his journey ; 


for, unlefs. a public difpatch was to overtake me, 
there was little probability af ing having a fingle Eu- 
ropean partner of my fatigue and perils, a aaa 
- However, as the period .was not yet arrived at 

- which I was to go forward, or even determine my 
mode of travelling, I endeavoured to foothe my mind ~~ 
as much as I could into content, and to take ge 
tage of my ftay at Aleppo, to acquire all the know’ 
ledge poffible of the place, that is to fay, Of that city 

in particular, and of the Turkifh government an 
manners in general. ee Ean 
_.A diftant view of Aleppo fills the mind with expec. 
tations of great fplendour and magnificence. The 
mofques, the towers, the large ranges of honfes with 
flat roofs, rifing above each other, according to the 
floping hills on which they ftand, the whole variegated 
with beautiful rows of trees, form altogether a {cene ’ 
magnificent, gay, and delightful: but, on entering 
the town, all thofe expected beauties yanifh, and leave 
nothing in. the ftreets to meet the eye, but a difmal 
facceflion of high flone walls, gloomy as the recefics 

of a-convent..or ftate prifon, and unenlivened by win- 
dows, embellifhed, as with us, by the human face 
divine. The ftreets themfelves, not wider than fome 
of the meaneft alleys in London, overcait_ b; the 
height of ‘the prifon-houfes on either fide, are 
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dered ftill more formidably gloomy by the folitude and 
filence that pervade them; while here and there a 
~ Jattice towards the top, barely vifible, ftrikes the foul 
with the gloomy idea of thraldom, coercion, and im-. 
prifonment. : 
This deteftable mode of building, which owes its 
origin to jealoufy, and the fcandalous reftraints every 
man is empowered by the laws and religion. of the 
place to impofe upon the women configned either by 
fale or birth to his tyranny, extends not to the infide 
of the houfes,; many of ‘which are magnificent and _ 
handfome, and all admirably fuited to the exigencies 
of the climate, and the domeftic’ cuftoms and manner 
of living of the inhabitants. 
The city is adorned, it is true, here and there, with — 
-gnofques and appendant towers, called Minarets, from 
“which cryers call the faithful to prayers; and in 
fome of the ftreets there are arches built at certain 
~ diftances from each other, fo as to-carry the eye 
-dire&ly through them, and form a vifta of confiderable 
~ grandeur : but all thefe are far from fufficient to coun- 
terbalance the general afpeét of gloominefs and foli- 
- tude which reigns over the whole, and renders it fo 
peculiarly difgufting, particularly at firft fight, to am 
Englithman who has ‘enjoyed the gaiety and contem- 
plated the freedom of a city in Great Britain. . ; 
The mofques (Mahomedan temples) are extremely 
numerous in this city; indeed almoft as much fo as 
churches and convents in the Popifh countries © 
Chriftendom. There is nothing in their external ap- 
pearance to attract the notice of the traveller, or in- 
dulge the eye of the archite&; they are almoft all 
of one form—an oblong quadrangle: and as to the 
infide, I never had an opportunity of feeing, one; 
none but Muffulmen being permitted to enter them; 
at leaft at Aleppo, 4 i <a : 
4 nea Sones 
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The next buildings of a public kind to the mofques 
that deferve to be particularly mentioned, are the 
caravanferas—buildings which, whether we confider 
the fpirit of beneficence and charity that firft. fug- 
gefted them, their national importance, or their exten- 
five utility, may rank, though not in fplendour of 
appearance, at leaft in true value, with any to be 
found in the world. 

Caravanferas were originally intended for, and are 
now pretty generally applied to, the accommodation 
of ftrangers and travellers, though, like every other 
good inftitution, fometimes perverted to the purpofes 
of private emolument or public job : they are built 
at proper diftances through the roads of the Turkith 
dominions, and afford the indigent or weary traveller 
an afylum from the-inclemency of the weather; are 
in general very large, and built of the moft folid and 
durable materials; have commonly one ftory above 


the ground floor, the lower of which is arched, and 


ferves for warchoufes to ftow goods, for lodgings and 


for ftables, while the upper is ufed merely for lodgings 5 . 


befides which, they -are always accommodated with 
a. fountain, and have cooks fhops and other con- 
veniencies to fupply the wants of the lodgers. In 
Aleppo the Caravanferas are almoft exclufively occu- 
pied by merchants, to whom? they are, like other 
houfes, rented, si, ae gee ere 
The fuburbs of Aleppo, and the furrounding coun- 
try, are very handfome, fleafant, and, to a perfon 
coming out of the gloomy city, in fome_refpedts 
interefting. Some. toffed about into hill and valley 


lie under the hands of the hufbandman ; others are 
covered with handfome villas; and others again laid — 


out in gardens, whither the people of Aleppo occa- 
fionally refort for amufement. ae 


The roofs of all the houfes are flat, and formed of 2 


~~ compofition which refifts the weather effe Qual 
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168. DESCRIPTION OF ALEPPO. . 
thofe moit of the people fleep in the very hot weather : 
they are feparated from each other by walls; but 
the Franks, who live contiguous to. one another, 
and who, from their difagreeable circumftances with 
regard to the Turks, are under the neceflity of keep- 
ing up a friendly and harmonious intercourfe  to- 
gether, have doors of. communication, which are 
attended with thefe fortunate and pleafing advantages, 
that they can make a large circuit without defcending 
into the ftreets, and can vifit each other during thé 
plague, without running the rifk of catching the in- 
fe&tion by going among the natives below. : 
There is a caftle in the city which I had nearly 
forgotten to mention—The natives conceive it to be @ 
place of great ftrength. It could not, however with- * 
ftand: the thock-of a few pieces of ordnance for a day. — 
Ibis efteemed a favour to be permitted to fee it; and 
there is nothing to recompenfe ‘one for the trouble of 


re _ obtaining permiflion, unlefs it be the profpe& of the | 


furrounding country, which from the battlements is 
extenfive and beautiful... te Se Ree 
Near this caftle ftands the feraglio, a large old — 
building, where the bathaw of Aleppo refides: the ~ 
whole of it feemed to me to be kept in very bad repair, 
confidering the importance of the place. It is fur- 
_ rounded by a ftrong wall of great height: befides 
which, its contiguity to the caftle is very conveni- 
ent; as, in cafe of popular tumults, or inteftine com- 
motions, the ,.bafhaw finds’ an afylum in the latter, 
which commmands and overawes the city, and is” 
never without a numerous garrifon under the command 


of an Aga, 

Such is the fummary account I have been able to 
collec of Aleppo, the capital of Syria; which, meant 
though it is when compared with the capitals of Baro- 
pean countries, is Certainly the third city for ary) 
magnificence, and importance, in the vaft ext A a 
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the Ottoman _Empire—Conftantinople and Grand 
Cairo only excelling it in thofe points, and no other 
bearing any fort -of competition with it. 
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Howe ER es way abehee or Jhon 
irritate the minds of men againft the executive branch 
of their government, the people of every nation under 
Heaven are difpofed to think their own conftitutional 
fyftem the bet; and the artful intertexture of reli- 
gion” with goverhmenis confirms them in that opi- 
nion, and often configns the underftanding to unal- 
terable error and illiberal prejudice. “It would be 
wonderful, ther, if the Turkifh conftitution, founded 
on the Koran; was not looked upon with abhorrence 
by the bulk of the Chriftian world ; and more 
wonderful ftill, if the outrageous zealots of the Chrif- : 
tian church, who for fo many centuries engr all 
the learning of Europe to themfelves, fhoul not ‘have 
handed down with exaggerated mifreprefentation ¢ every 
circumftance belonging to the great enemies of ‘their 
faith. But that, at this day of intelle@ual illumina- 
tion, mankind “fhould be enveloped in fuch error and 
darknefs, with regard to the government of fo large 
a portion of the globe as Turkey, is extraordinary 5 ~ 
and only to be ‘accounted for by a reference, in the 
firft place, to thofe religious prejudices which _ we. 
fack in from our*nurfe, and which’ habit, | effan 
document, and every part of our education, tend- 
confirm in our mind; and in the next, to that in 
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. pofition -the human mind feels to part with its old — 
“prejudices, and the general indolence and incapacity — 


of men to acquire knowledge by the arduous and 


-- fatiguing paths of ftudy. 


The Turkith government is grofsly mifreprefented. 
Were our opinions to be directed by the general — 
belief of Europeans, we fhould fuppofe that the life 
and property of every being in that vaft empire were 
irremediably at the mercy of the Grand Seignior— 
and that, without laws to proteé&, or any inter- — 
mediate power whatever to fhield them, they were 
entirely fubje& to the capricious will of an inexorable — 
tyrant, who, ftimulated by cruelty, fharpened by — 
avarice, and unreftrained by any Jaw human or divine, — 
did every thing to opprefs his fubjeéts, and carry de- 


_ ftruétion among mankind. I firmly believe, that, from 


the combination of ideas arifing from thofe prejudices, — 
there are few Chriftians who think or hear of the grand 
‘Turk, that do not, by an involuntary a& of the mind, ~ 
inftantly think of blood and murder, ftrangling with ~ 
bowftrings, and flicing off heads with cimeters. 

As there isno part of your education more near my 
heart than the eradicating illiberal prejudices from — 
your mind, and fortifying you againft their affaults; — 
4 find it impofible to refrain from giving you my” 
opinion of the Turkith government, which [have beea 


‘at fome pains to collect, as well from oral information 


as from the beft authors ; and which, though vee far 
from what a. generous and univerfally philanthropic 
difpofition would with them to have, is very different 
from that which is generally attributed to them, and 
unqueftionably far more limited in its powers than the 
governments of feveral~ Chriftian countries I ‘could 
mention.— se fe weg 
The conftitution of that country is laid dov 
prefsly in the Koran. The emperor of Turke} 
monly called the Grand Seignior) is a defcend: 
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Mahomet, who pretended he had the Koran from 
Heaven: and he is as much bound by the inftitutes 
of that- book as any fubjeét in his realm—as liable to 
depofition as they to punifhment for breach of them, 
and indeed has been more than once depofed, and 
the next in fucceflion raifed to the throne. ‘Thus far, 
it is obvious, his power is limited and under control. 
But that is not all—It is equally certain that the 
Turkith government is partly republican ; for, though 
the -people at large have no fhare in the legiflation, 
and are excluded by. the Koran from it (which 
Koran has eftablifhed and precifely afcertained their 
rights, privileges, and perfonal fecurify), yet there is 
an intermediate power which, when roufed to exer- 
tion, is ftronger than the Emperor’s, and ftands as 
a bulwark between the extremes of Defpotifm and 
them... This body is THz Unama, compofed of all 
the members of the Church and the law, fuperior 
to any nobility, jealous. of their rights and privileges, 
and partly taken from the people, not by election, but by 
profeffion and talents.—In this body are comprifed the 
Moulahs, the hereditary and perpetual guardians of 
the religion and laws of the empire: they derive 
their authority as much as the Emperor from the 
Koran, and, when neceflary, a@ with all the firm- 
nefs refulting from a-convicion of that authority ; 
which they often demonftrate by oppofing ‘his’ mea- 
fures, not only with impunity, but fuccefs. Their 
perfons are facred; and they can, by ‘means of the 
unbounded refpe& in which they-are held, roufe. the 
people to arms, and proceed to depofe.. But, what is 


much more, the Emperor cannot be depofed without 


their concurrence. ; ; 

If, by this provifion of the conftitution, the power 
of the monarch is limited, and the perfonal feeurity - 
of the fubject afcertained, on the one “hand; "the 
energy of the empire in its external operations is, 
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en the other, very frequently and fatally palfied by — 
it. Declarations of war have been procraftinated, — 
till an injurious and irrecoverable ac of hoftility — 
has been. fuftained; and peace often protracted, — 
when peace would have been advantageous. The 
Ulama being a numerous body, it has been found — 
always difficult, often impoflible, to unite fo many — 
different opinions ; and nothing being to be done 
without their concurrence, the executive power finds — 
it often impofiible to take a decifive f{tep in a crifis — 
of advantageous opportunity.. But as this code of 


‘laws and government is received as a divine revelae — 


tion, binding both prince and people, and fuppofed to — 
be fealed in Heaven, the breach of it would be fuf ~ 


ficient to confign even the monarch to depofition and 2 


Geath ac : 


“As to the military force, which in the hands of all 


Defpots has been made the inftrument of the people’s 


flavery, that of the Turk could avail him nothings — 


and, whenever it does interfere, ats only to his over= — 


throw. . The very reverence they have for his*perfon — 
arifing from obedience to their religion, they are, — 


4 fortiori, governed. by it, not him. He holds no — 


communication with them; and the flanding force of — 
the Janiffaries is, compared with the mafs of the — 


people, only a handful. Some wild accounts, indeed, — 


have diated it at 300,000; but the beft informed fix — 


it below 60,000, of which a great part confifts of — 
galfe mufters and abufes—great multitudes being en- 


rolled to obtain certain privileges annexed to the 


office of Janiflary. The faét is, that the chief force — 
of the empire is a militia compofed ‘of the peoples 


who, with zefpeé& to obedience and. fubordination, — 





ere fo loofe that-they leave their duty whenever they 
pleafe, without receiving any punifhment. ,.Hawsie 
the people of Turkey are protected from the encrade®> 
ments of power, will appear.from-the recital of at 
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~ gelated by one of: the: beft and: moft liberal. of our 
hiftorians on that fubje@,. and wel is sof too great 
notoriety to be doubted. » 

In the year 1755, the pate as it is died, or 
Palace ofthe Grand Vizir at Conftantinople, was 
burnt down: in laying the plan for rebuilding it om 
the former fite, the leading cénfideration was, how to 
contrive matters fo.as to render it fecure from acci- 
dents of a like nature in future; and-it was deter- 
mined that the only certain means to do fo-was, to 
léavesa- fpace of clear‘ground all round it, for which 
purpofe the contiguous houfes fhould be purchafed 
from the proprietors, and demolifhed.. All the owners 
of the houfes agreed to the fale, except one old wo- 
man, who pertinacioufly refufed: the faid the was 
born, and “had lived-all her life, im that fpot, and 
would not quit it for any one. Now, in: England, 
for the convenience:of a private canal, the Parliament 
avould force her to fell: But what did’ they, fay m 
Turkey? ‘When all the people cried out, ** Why does 

not the Sultan ufe ‘his authority, and take the houfe, 
and pay her the value ?? No! anfwered the -magif- 
trates “and the Ulama, it is impoflible! it cannot be 
done! it is her property. While the powér of the 
‘monarch is thus limited, andthe rights of the ae 3 
thus afcertained by the ‘Koran, and in things mai 
and opén'to view rigidly adhered to, juftice “between 
man and man is rarely adminiftered ; for, though the 


Jaws themfelves are‘good, the corrupt adminiftration _ 


of them difarms their effect, and diftorts them from 
their purpofe. The venality of the judges is beyond 
conception flagitious and ‘barefaced ; and their coani- 
vances at falfe witneffes fo fcandaloutly habitual, that 
teftimony is'become*an article of commerce, and:can 
be procured with a facility and ata price that at: oe 

“{tamps an opprobrium on the country, and furn 

“matter of wonder ‘fo~ the sconfiderate mind, ho 
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judges are flagitious and fhamelefs enough to be guilty 

of it, the people can. bear fuch a pernicious fyftem fo 
long. Hence flow all the cenfures on the laws and — 
government of that country—hence moft of the impe- — 
diments under which its commerce and agriculture 
languifh ; while the actual written laws of the realm — 
are, if duly adminiftered, fufficiently adequate to the 
fecurity of property, the regulation of commerce, the 
repreflion of vice, and the punifhment and prevention 
of crimes. < oH 

In endeavouring to guard your mind againft an illi- 

beral, vulgar prejudice, Ihave ftated to you what 
the Turkifh conftitution is, and what the laws; but 
you muft not carry what I have faid to an overe. 
itrained or forced interpretation... I. would not have 

" you infer that the people are well governed; I only 
fay, that their-conftitution contains within it the means 
of better government than is fuppofed. I would not 
have you infer that property is always fecure; 1 
barely fay there are laws written to fecure it. ‘This 
too I with to imprefs on you,-that the common peo- 
ple are more free, and that property and life are bet 
ter fecured, in Turkey, than in fome European coun- 
tries. 1 will méntion Spain for one. Like the coun- 
try we are now contemplating, fear keeps them, a8 — 
difunited individuals, under paflive obedience in ordi- 
nary cafes; but, unlike the Spaniards, when notor 
oufly aggrieved—when their property or religious 
code is forcibly violated—when the prince would riot 
in blood, and perfift in an unfuccefsful war—the — 
Turks appeal to the law ; they find a chief; the: fol 
diery join their ftandard, and depofe or deftroy him, 
not on the furious pretext of popular hatred, but upoa 
the legitimate ground of the Koran, as an infidel, ane 

a violator of the laws of Gop and Mahomet-—They 
always, however, place his regular fucceffor one 
throne. Yet, notwithftanding the general “went 
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which pollutes the fountains of juftice, and notwith- 
ftanding the great abufe of power to which I have 
alluded, their internal policy is, in many refpetts, ex- 


- cellent, and-may be compared with advantage to that 


> 


of any nation in Europe. Highway-robbery, houfe- 
breaking, or pilfering, are little known and rarely 
practifed among them; and at all times the roads 
are as fecure as the houfes. Ample provifions too 
are made again{t thofe petty fecret frauds which many 
who carry a fair face in England, and would bring an 
aétion of damages againft one that fhould call them 
rogues,. prattife every day. Bakers are the moft fre- 
quent victims of juftice, and are not unfrequently feen 
hanging at their own doors. ‘They are muléed and 
baftinadoed for the firft and fecond offence, and on 
the third, a ftaple is driven up into their door-cafe; ~ 
and they are hanged from it. Notwithftanding which, — 
men are conftantly found hardy enough to purfue. the 
fame-courfe of practice; and this is the more extra- 
ordinary, as the police is fo ftri@ly attendéd to, that 
thé bafhaw-or vizir himfelf goes about in ‘difguife, in - 
order. to difcover frauds and dete& the connivances of 
the inferior officers of juftice. But what cwill our 
gréat ladies, who confume their nights, deftroy their 
conititution, and fquander their’ hufband’s- property 
in gambling; who afterwards, to repair their that- 
tered finances, have recourfe:to the infamous. expedi- 
ent of keeping gaming-houfes, and endeavour~to re- 
covet by degrading means what they have loft by — 
folly;:to the difgrace of themfelves and family, and 
the thame of their fex and rank—What will they fay . 
when. I-tell. them, that gaming is held among the 
Turks to be as infamous as theft, and a gamefter 
looked upon with more deteftation than a highway 
robber? The Turkifh ambaflador and his train will, 
on their return to their country, have to tell a curiox 
fale of this much-famed ifland, in that and other refpeas. 
= : ; _ LETTER 
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_ PREJUDICE, that canker of the homan 
heart, has injured mankind by impeding perfonal in- 
tercourfe, and thereby clogging the channel’ of  intel- 
le@ual “improvement :-it forbids ‘that interchange of 
fentiment—that reciprocal ‘communication of opinion 
—that generous circulation of intellectual wealth, 
' which, awhile it enriches another, advances. itfelf—it 
diffevers the bond of focial union, and makes man fit _ 
down 'the gloomy, felfifh poffeffor of his own- mifer- 
able mite, with too much: hatred to give, and too — 
much pride to receive, thofe benefits, which Provir 
dence, by leaving our nature fo unaccommodated, has 
pointed out as neceflary to pafs between man-and — 
man : under its influence’ we fpurn*from us the good, — 
if we diflike the ‘hand that» offers it, and -will rather — 
plunge into the mire than:be guided by the lightof — 
any one whofe opinion is at variance with our own.>  — 

Thus it is between the Lurks and us—the little of — 
their affairs which the prejudices of the Mahomedans 
have allowed themfelves to communicate,. or fuffered 
others to glean among them, has been in general fo 
mifufed, diftorted, and mifreprefented. by pears 
dices of the ‘Chriftians, that it is not going beyond the 
truth to fay, there exift not:a_people inthe civilized 
world whoie real hiftory and genuine ftate are fo litde — 
known as thofe of the Turks: and:the worft of t®> - 
that not one mifreprefentation, not one fingle maiake 
has fallenson; the -generous,” charitable fide; ‘Dut + 
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all without exception ‘tend to-reprefent the Turk in 
the moft degraded and deteftable point.of view. As 
the purity of the Chriftian does not allow him to be 
guilty of a-wilful, uncharitable mifreprefentation, .we 
fhould attribute it to unavoidable error, were it Not 
that, till fome late authors whofe liberality does them 
honour, they all walked-in the very fame track, and 
could hardly have been fo uniformly erroneous from _ 
defign. We muft therefore attribute it to religious 
zealand miftaken piety ; in which, in thisinftance alone, 
they feem to be-reputable competitors with the Turks. 
The morofenefs, the animofity, and the fupercilious 
felf-poffeflion of the bigot,-each holds in common with 
the other... <=... . oe sie ec 
One ftriking feature in the conftitution of Turkey 
is, that neither blood nor fplendid birth are of them- 
felves fufficient to recommend aman to great offices, 
Merit and abilities alone are the pinions which can 
lift ambition to its height. The cottager may be ex- 
alted to the higheft office in the empire ; at leait there 
is no abfolute impediment in his way; and I believe 
it has often happened. Compare this with France 
under-its late monarchy, where no merit could raife a 
aan from the Canaille : this, I fay, is one of the cri 
of a free conftitution, and ‘Turkey is fo far de- 








terions of a fr 
mocratic. is 5 se oe ae ene : eee aa 
_. The very firft principle ingrafted in the minds of 
the Mahomedan children, is a high contempt of all 
religions but their own; and from the minute babes 
are capable of diftinguifhing, they are taught to cail 
Chriftians by the name of Ghiaour, or Infidel : -this 
rows up in their manhood fo ftrong in them, that 
they will follow a Chriftian through the fireets, and 
egen juftle againft him with contempt, crying, Ghia- 
gar! Ghiaour! or Infidel! Infidel!—Men of dignity 
- and rank, indeed, -will treat Chriftians with court a 


pt as foon as they are gone out of hearing, wile Li 
= 24 “them 
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4hem dog! This is monftrous! But let us recolleé 
how a Turk would be treated in Spain or Portugal, © 
and we fhall fee that inhuman bigotry may be found, 
in a greater degree among Chriftians than even Ma--— 
homedans. In Spain or Portugal they would treat 
them thus:—the common people would call them — 
hogs ; they would juftle them alfo in contempt ; ‘and — 
what is more, they would flab them (it has often 
happened) por amor de Dios; 2nd as to the people of 
_rank, they would very confcientioufly confign them to — 
the Inquifition, where the pious fathers of the church — 
would very pioufly confign them to the flames, and 
coolly go to the altar, and pray to Gop to dami — 
them hereafter to all eternity. .So far the balance, 1 
think, is in favour of the Turks. Need I go far 
ther tat wills: le 
~The Mahomedans are divided into two fedtsy a _ 
the Chriftians are into many. Thofe are the fe& of — 
Ah, and the fe& of Omar. Now, I have never heard — 
~ among them of one fe& burning the other delibe- 
rately: but the Roman Catholics, even now, burt 
Proteftants by juridical fentence—burn their fellow 
Chriftians to death for differing from them in a mete 
fpeculative point of doérine. . Which then are the’ 
better men? I am fure itis unneceflary to fay 
though bad are the beft. Siena 
‘The Turks are allowed, by thofe who know thei 
beft, to have fome excellent qualities; and 1 think 
that in the prodigality of our cenfure, which, though 
little acquainted with them, we are forward to be 
ftow, it would be but fair to give them credit for 
‘many of thofe good qualities, which even among our 
felves it requires the greateft intimacy and the warmelt — 
mutual confidence and efteem to difclofe or difcovet 
in each other. That they have many vices is eextail. 
What people are they that have not? Ganlifg:) 
deteft ; wine they ufe not, or at leaft ule only. 2 
7 indita Gandhi 
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_ fle, and that by ftealth; and as to the plurality of 
Women, it can in them Be fearcely deemed a vice, 
fince their feligion allows it. One vice, and one only, 
of a dark dye is laid to their charge; and that has 
been trumpeted forth with the grievous and horrid 
addition, that though contradiéory to nature, it was 
allowed by their religion. This I have reafon to be- 
lieve is one of the many fabrications and artifices of - 
Chriftian zealots, to render Mahomedanifm more odi- 
ous: for I have been informed from the moft compe- 
tent and refpeétable authority, and am therefore per- 
fuaded, that the deteftable crime to which I -allude, is 
forbidden both by the Koran and their municipal 
laws ; that it is openly condemned by all, as with us 
and that, though candour muft allow. there are many 
who practice it (by the ‘bye there are too many in 
England who are fuppofed to do the fame), there are 
none hardy or fhamelefs enough not to endeavour to 
conceal it ; and, in fhort, that it is apparently as much 
reprobated there as any where ; which, at all events, 
tefcues the laws and religion of the country from that 
ftioma. : , 

Perhaps there is no part of the world where the 
flame of parental affe&ion burns with more ardent and 
unextinguifhable ftrength, or is more faithfully re- 
turned by reciprocal tendernefs and filial obedience, 
than Turkey. Educated ‘ia the moft unaffe&ed defe- 
rence and pious fubmiffion to their parents’ will; 
trained both by precept and example to the greateft 
veneration for the aged, and feparated almoft from 
their infancy from thé women, they acquire a mo- 
defty to their fuperiors, and a bafhfulnefs and refpe&s - 
ful deportment to the weaker fex, which never ceafe — 
to influence them through life. A ‘Turk meeting a 
woman in the ftreet, tarns’ his ~head from her, as 
Jooking at her were criminal ;:and there*is no 
they deteft fo: much, or will more: feduloufly fun, 
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than an ‘mpudent, audacious woman. To get the 
- better of a Turk therefore, there is nothing further 
~-neceflary, than to let flip a virago at him, and he ia- 
{tantly retreats. : : 
Since the arrival of the Turkith ambaflador in Loa- 
don, I have had frequent eccafien to obferve, that 
the people of his train have been already, by the goo 
example of our Britifh belles and beaux, pretty much 
eafed of their national modefty, and can look at the 
‘women with as bread and intrepid a flare, as the 
greateft puppy in the metropolis. 
- Their habitual tendernefs and deference for the — 
fair fex, while it {peaks much for their manly gal 
Jantry, muft be allowed by candourto be carried to 
-  an_excefs extravagant and irrational. It is the greate 
_ difgrace to the charaéter of a Turk to lift his hand to — 
a woman: ‘this is, doubtlels, right, with fome Jimita- 
tions; but they carry it fo far as to allow no prove- 
Cation, be it what it may, fufficient to juitify wfng — 
force or ftrokes to a woman; the utmott they can do 
is, to feold and walk off. The confequence of this — 
is, that the women often rpn into the molt violent €x- 
cefles. ‘There have been inflances where they have 
been guilty of the moft furious outrages ; where they 
have violated the Jaws in a colleéted body, and broke — 
open public ftores of corn laid up ‘by the government > 
. the magiftrates attended, the Janiffaries were ‘called, 
and came running to quell the riot—but, behold they 
were women who committed it: they knew no way 
of refifting them, unlefs by force; and force they 
could not ufe: fo the ladies were permitted quietly. 
to do their work in defiance of magiftrates, law, righ 
and reafon. ee se Sr ke gas 
__ Among the variety of errors and moral abfurdities 
falfely afcribed to the Mahomedan religion, ‘the, x. 
clufion of women from Paradife holds a very J 
cuous place, as a charge equally falfe and abi 
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on the contrary, the women have their faits, their 
ablutions, and the other religious rites deemed by 
Mahomedans neceflary fo falvation. Notwithftanding,- 
it has been the practice of travellers to have recourfe: 
to invention, where the cuftoms of the country pre-. 
chided pofitive information ; and to give their ac- 
counts rather from the fuggeftions of their own pre-. 
judiced imaginations, than from any fair inferences or, 
conclufions drawn from the: facts that. came: under 
their ebfervation, : : 





LETTER XXX. 





"THE fabje& 1 touched upon in my latt three 
letters, and om which this, and probably fome fucceeding- 
ones, will turn, is attended with circumftances of great 
delicacy, and may poflibly bear the afpe& of at leaft: - 
a dubious import, as touching the great point of reli< 
giou. I will therefore, before. 1 proceed further, 
explain to you (left it fhould require explanation) the 
whole feope of my meaning. See are, 

My obje@ throughout the whole of what I have: 
faid refpecting the Turks, is to war with prejudice, 
not to draw comparifons :—to fhew that where the’ 
Mahomedans are vicious or enflaved, it isnot the fault 
of their religion or their laws :—to convince you, the _- 
Farks are not the only people in the world, whoy — 
uiider all the external forms of fanétity and: religion,: — 
are capable of the moft deteftable crimes, and fok 
times, utterly bereft of all pretenfions to char 

—— aSer | e9 : 
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and that; while they have been held up as a pets 
petual fubjecét of reproach and accufation, they were — 
committing only juft the fame‘crimes that confcience — 
might have retorted on their aecufers. If allowance — 
can be at all made for. hiftorical mifreprefentation, 
we may perhaps be difpofed to confider that of — 
the ignorant Catholic miffonaries of the early ages, — 
as entitled to fome excufe, or at leaft mitigation. The — 
intemperate zeal of thofe times forbade the full exer- — 
cife of the rational faculties ; but in this age of illumi-,— 
nation and liberality, he that falfifes from polemical 
malice fhould meet little quarter and lefs belief. And 
it muft be grievous to al! men of virtue and religion — 
to refle@, that churchmen, difciples of the Chriftian — 
ehurch, which fhould be the fountain of purity and 
truth, have been foremoft in the lift of falfifiers. _ 
" The-difficulty of obtaining information of any kind 
in Turkey, is very great ; of their religion chiefly they 
are’ extremely tenacious ; and as to their women, it 
‘ts allowed by the beft-informed men, who have. lived 
there for many: years, in departments of life that gave — 
them the beft means of obtaining information Europeats 
can have, that, at beft, but a very imperfe& know-. 
ledge can be had of them. Yet travellers who pro- 
bably never migrated farther than “‘ from the greem ~ 
bed to the brown,” have given us diffufe accounts OF 
their religion ; and adventurers who never were beyond 5 
the purlicus of Drury, have fcaled Seraglio walls, and 
earricd off the favourites of Sultans. eee 
The truth is,-my dear FreprricKk, the Turks, 
like all other people, have their fhare of vices, but. 3 


are by no means countenanced in them by their rel 
gion; and from what I have been able to collect, 
as well from my own inquiries and obfervations, a 
from reading the belt hiflorians, I am_perfuaded-that 
they havenot, in the whole fcope of Mahomedanvim, — 
one doétrine fo fubverfive of virtue, or fo ene 
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ing to the indulgence of vice, as many that are to 
be found in that curious code, Popery. 


The malice of our intemperate zealots againft Maho- 
medanifm has been of courfe extended to its founder 


with more than common exaggeration and additions, _ 


They have reprefented Mahomet to be a man of 
mean origin, poflefling a mind unenlightened by 
fcience .or literature, and an underftanding and facul- 
ties naturally grofs. All thofe fuggeftions are un~ 
doubtedly falfe;—he fprung from the moft noble of 
all the Arabian tribes—the Coraifhites : at his time, 
poverty, fo far from being a reproach among them, 
was a mark of every thing that was great and dignified, 
if fupported with magnanimity and fortitude; and 
the two firft caliphs lived as poor as Mahomet himfelf, 
although they had immenfe revenues, commanded 
vaft armies, and were lords of great provinces. As 
to his underftanding I can only fay, that perhaps he 
was the very lait man in the world whofe intelleétual 
powers fhould be called in quevion. _ His genius was 
unbounded, his {pirit enterprifing, his powers of addrefs 
were unequalled, he was allowed to be the greateft 
orator of his time ; and yet, with all thefe qualifications, 
his underitanding was flighted. It is a logical truth, 


that when people proye too much, they prove nothing _ 


at all: our Chriftian zealots, in this inftance, have. 
overthot the mark, and thereby rendered all their 
other information at leaft doubtful. Perhaps the 
confammation of all policy was Mahomet’s preten= 
, ding to be an idiot, in order to make his great and 

wonderful effufions appear to be the immediate infpira- 


tion of Heaven—He called himielf THe Inior Pro- a 


Pust.* 


The whole of Mahomedanifm may be reduced fimply 
to this one article of faith—* There is but one Goby 


* Mohammed. 
Spe 
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-gnd° MaAttomEeT is his prophet;’? but upon this: 
they have fuperinduced, from time to time, fuch @ 
variety of abfurdities as would require volumes to de- 
feribe : however, in ftri& candour let us reflect, and 
afk our own hearts the queftion, whether fprinkling. 
with hely water, or worthiping- a bit of white wafer 
as Gop, cat be exceeded, or are lefs:abfurd than 
the periodical ablations of the Turks, or their going’ 
on a pilgrimage to: Mecea? £3 

With regard to the women, I have faid before that 
the beft information we can obtain is very imperfect ; 
all Y have been able to colle&, you fhall have. They 
are formed in a ftyle of the moft exquifite fymmetry, 
particularly about the cheft and bofom; they have 
delicate fkins, regular features, black hair and eyes, 
and are, above all other beings, cleanly and‘neat in 
their perfons, bathing twice a day regularly, befides 
én other occafions, and not fuffering even the 
fmalleft hair to remain upon their bodies. ‘They até 
Kept im the moft rigorous confinement, and° only 
perfons of ili fame paint. Women of charaéter are — 
there chafte—nor is their chaftity. to be attributed to 
reftraint merely, for, from their infancy’ they are 
trained to difcretion and felf-fubjeétion, and the mo? 
defty natural to the fex is cherifhed from its firlt 
dawnings. When they grow up, they are not, hike 
our women here, fubjeéted to the contagion of im 
famous gallantry ; neither are the men trained to, nor 

_do they pride themfelves, like fome among us; _ 
on the arts of feduétion. In fa, that  prattice - 
makes. no part of the accomplifhments of their finé 
gentlemen ; nay, it is held by them to be infamous. ~ 
‘There are no fueh charaéters to be found in Turkey 
as your box-lobby lonngers—none of your upftart nbs 
like thofé who doudle the belt part of the day through 

_Pall-Mall, St. James’s-ftreet and Bond-ftreet,;-whO, — 
without birth, wealth, education, or parts, fancy thie 
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felves fine fellows, and powder their nofes in ladies’ 
head-dreffes, whifpering them in order to get the re- 
putation of gallantry; who ftrut like Bantam cocks, — 
and affume a fierce air to conceal their confcious 
want of fpirit ; and dreffed in a fuit of regimentals 
bought by papa, at mama’s requeft, to exhibit fweet: 
Mafter Jacky to advantage in the Park—though never 
to be foiled with gunpower, or perforated with a ball . 
in the nafty field of battle !!!—My dear FREDRICK, 
have often told you that you fhall make choice of your 
own profeflion. If you fhould choofe any of the 
learned profeffions, you may fail in it without dif- 
honour ; for many of the ableft men have failed be- 
fore: but, mark me! avoid the military as you would 
ruin, wnlefs you have the requifites; let not the: 
glitter of a fearlet coat, or the empty name of a foldier, 
tempt you to be like one of thofe miferable animals 
I have defcribed. There may be charatters more 
wicked—I know none fo utterly contemptible. 

~ All extremes are bad; but the exceedings of virtue: 
even where they run into error, are ftill perferable to 
vice. “ However ludicrous it may appear, we cannot 
abfolutely defpife or condemn the prudery of the 
Turkifh women, though it runs into fuch extravagance, 
that, when feeding their poultry, they keep a 
vieled if there happens to be a cock among them, 
faftidioufly averfe are they to the odious male creature 
feeing their pretty faces. 

When the circumftances under which the Turkifh 
women ftand’ are confidered, it muft appear amazing, 
that chaftity, from principle, is univerfal among them, 
as it is confefled to be: the nature of man urges. 
him fo defire, with greateft ardour, that which is 
moft forbidden ; and women who are much confined, 
may well be fuppofed to have their paffions inflamed 
by the exaggerated workings of the imagination. , In- 
fidelity, however, to-the marriage-bed, is much—tt é 
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frequent among the men there, than among the wortett 

here ; and the tide of fafhion, which in this country 
aie ; aL Pe ake ea ees 

gives fuch a rapid and irrefiftible circulation to vice 


and adultery, runs there in an oppofite direction; and 


contrary to our cuftoms, no man is fo unfafhionable. 
in Turkey as he that has. interrupted the domeftic 
peace of a family by fedudtion. — gees 

Among the many virtues which may with ftri& 


_ juftice be afcribed to the Turks, hofpitality holds a 


confpicuous place. It is not confined to common 
civility, it extends to perfonal protection. Many deem 
it abfolutely their duty to rifk their lives in defence 
of their guefts ; nor will any motive, however cogent, 
be allowed to juitify the violation of it. Nay, to 
fuch a fyftem is it carried up, that an engagement — 
with a ftranger is*accepted as an excufe for not obey- 
ing the fummons of a great man, when no other 


‘apology, not even that of indifpofition, would be 


admitted. S 
_ While the Turks abhor and defpife all other ré= 
ligions but their own, their government is by no — 
means intolerant in fpiritual concerns. The exercife 
of all religions is free, and at Conftantinople (we> — 
are told) Monks drefs in their habits, and are allowed ~ 
at funeral proceffions to elevate the crofs, which is 
more than the Englifh tyranny allowed the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland to do, till very lately: a Turk, ~~ 
however, convicted of apoftacy, could not by any 
means -efcape death. Meantime it muft be obferved, — 
that if they keep ‘up a decent femblance of the forms. 

of their religion, no intrufive inquiry is made into 
their real faith: and though it is one of the injunc- 
tions of Mahomet to endeavour to convert unbelievers, — 
and they fometimes in obedience to that. command — 
folicit the converfion of Chriftians and others ; they 
never fail to confider any renegado, or perfon wh 
becomes a convert, with contempt, if not dilli 
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I will conclude this letter with an extra& from 
‘that moft valuable and accurate work, Ruffel’s Hiftory 
of Aleppo, which will give you a better, becaufe a 
‘true, notion of Turkifh morals, than you are likely 
to receive from general opinion. ‘* Upon the whole,” 
fays he, ** whether it be afcribed to the influence of 
their political conftitution, or to the abfence of various 
temptations, which in Europe often lead to the vio- 
Jation of better laws; there are perhaps few great 
cities where many of the private and domeftic vir- 
tues age in general more prevalent than at Aleppo.” 





LETTER . XXXI. 











"THE uf of periodical ftated times of devo- 
tion is univerfally admitted, and the neceflity of adopt- 
ing them makes a part of the Chriftian code. The 
Mahomedan religion, however, exceeds it far in the 
tigid attention to, and frequency of, devotion. There 
are no lefs than five ftated times of prayer in every 
twenty-four hours, fixed as indifpenfable, at none of 
which a true believer fails ; and the fervency of their 
praying exceeds even the frequency. I have heard 
it aflerted, that if the houfe was to take fire while 
they are at their devotion, they would not break off 5” 
and fo rigidly intent do they conceive it their duty to 
be during the time of prayer, that if in the midft of 
it they were interrupted by a fit of fneezing or 
coughing, they confider all already done as gone for 
nething, and always begin them again,—And te 
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2 truth of them, if the Chriftians eurfe them, they 


are pretty even with them in return, never failing to 
pray for difcord, enmity, and diffenfion among their’ 

memies, as well as health and profperity to them- 
felves; and to the efficacy of thofe prayers they 
fondly attribute all the wars and diffenfions which in- 
ceffantly harafs Chriftendom. _A bell tolls as a pub- 
lic notice of prayer; and when a true Mahomedan 
hears it, let him be where he will, whether at home 
or abroad, in the highway or in the market, be the: 
place dirty or clean, wet or dry, he immediatety falls 
down and worthips. 

As fubfidiary to prayer they have their ablutions, in 
which they are full as fcrupuloufly punétual as in their 
prayers. One is preparatory to prayer, another after 
cohabitation with women, a. third before eating, and 
another again incidental. ‘Thofe they never neglect 
to perform, untefs fome infuperable obftacte lies in the. 
‘way. Charity, that moft glorious doérine of any re- 
ligion, is enjoined by the Koran under the moft heavy 
denunciation of heavenly vengeance, in cafe of ne- 
gle&; and by it they are charged to regard no-bounds _ 
in rapes to the poor. Many Muflulmen in their — 
zeal to difcharge this duty have given a fourth, many 
a third, and fome one half of their property. Nay, 
the inftances are not unfreqnent of men giving away 
their all, and living afterwards themfelves upon alms. 
To do ftri& juftice it muft be faid, that poverty i9 
no where fo refpeétfully attended to, honotired, or re- 
verenced, as among the Mahomedans; who have @ 
faying among them, *¢ that the fear of wantis a mark 
of the judgment of Gop.” apes mies 

Abita 






ftinence is confidered as a virtue among them, 
and very ftri@ly enjoined as a religious duty. The 
great faft appointed by the Koran continues ot the 
month of Ramedan, during which time they ne cD a 
eat, drink, nor comverfe with their wives, fromv4 santif - 
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till the ftars appear, or the lamps are hung ont at the 
mofques. Any man who breaks it is punifhed with 
death; but the worft of it is, that they will not allow 
even travellers, the fick or the wounded, to plead a 
right to exemption : fome of the Turks, however, and 
all the Chriftians, have hit upon expedients to pafs 
the month wit hout much mortification ; that is, fleep- 
iag in bed ali day, and fitting up and caroufing all 
night, to evade the reftraint. 

The laft and greateft ordinance of their religion is 
the pilgrimage to Mecca, which when once accom- 
plithed is fuppofed to be a direét paffport to Heaven ; 
aud there are few of them who do not at one time or 
ether .of their lives take that painful and hazardous 
journey. As this is a very interefting journey, how- 
ever, to travel in the clofet, as it includes the defcrip- 
tion of a caravan, and ferves to {hew to what extre- 
mities-enthufiafm can influence men, I will give you a 
deicription of it as handed to me by.a very accurate - 
and ingenious perfon, on whofe precife veracity 1 can 
rely; firft making fome remarks upon the preceding 
part of this letter. 

. ¥ou will-obferve from what I have already faid, 
that, excepting the mere points of relizious faith, the 
moral ordinances of Mahomedanifm comprehend moft 
of thofe parts of the Chriftian religion, on the prac- 
tice of which the reputation of piety is founded ; and 
that for {triét obedience to thofe ordinances the Maho- 
medans are more remarkable than we are. Adultery 
is not frequent among them; wine is feldom of never 
afed; theft is little known; fo is murder. Then in 
the praétical parts of devotion, there are in the fx2- 
place prayers,; fecondly, abftinence or fatting ; thir 
charity. Thofe are all Chriftian dofrines, more z 

loufly obferved by them than by us. Their abluti 
are at leaft no injury to the caufe.of moral 
butwather, being done as a religious ex 
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to keep up the feries of intercourfe which fhould fut 
fift between the creature and his Creator : befides, T 
eannot help thinking with our inimitable poet Thom. 
fon, that i 5 


























——from the body’s purity, the mind nes 
_ Receives a fecret fympathetic aid. Stason s—Summer. 


And as to the pilgrimagé to Mecca, however irra- 
tional it may appear to us, it is at leaft recommended 
by fincerity and zeal, and is doubtlefs in the eye of 
an all-feeing Providence meritorious. Hz, we are to” 
fuppofe, will judge, not by the value of the aé, but 
the purity of the motive; and will accept it as the 
offering of a frail, blind mortal, bending in obedience 
to-that which he conceives to be the will of Heaven. 
Befides, for the life of me I cannot fee why a pilgri. 
mage to Mecca is at all more culpable than ‘a pileri<” 
mage to Jerufalem; not to mention the thoufand 
- other holy places to which well-meaning Chriftians 
80; for their foul’s fake, at imminent hazard of their 
hves, and certain’ mortification and hardfhip, to their - 
bodies. “are 
Banifh then, my Frenertex! banifh from yout 
heart all illiberal’and uncharitable prejudices, if 
have yet found their way to it. Revere and cling! 
your religion as the beft and moft conducive to eter> 
nal'and temporal happinefs; and the more good 
caufe it enjoins us to be charitable even to the Jews 
as well as to the Gentiles: but never think that 
advance the caufe of that religion, or do fervice 
your Gon, by waging war againit your fellow-crea- 
“tures for opinions they can no more help entertainit 
than you can help having yours, or by denouncing 
again{t them that eternal fentence which refts with the 
Almighty alone to judge of or to pronounce. rr” 
‘To a benevolent mind the animofities. of man 
prefent a moft afflitting piure; and the frivdlo 
isk sete no PECHERES 
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pretexts upon which thofe animofities are grounded 
~ render it only the more horrible. One would think 
that the fubftantial traffic of life, and the ftruggle of 
mankind for the fuperfluities of it, of themfelves af- 
forded ample materials for fcuffle, without reforting 
to the fhadows of fpeculation for contcnion. Yet 
experience has fhewn us that opinion is a much more 
copious fource of animofity and warfare; and that for 
one man who has been curfed, murdered, ot deftroyed 
by his fellow-creatures in a conteft for property, there 
are a thoufand who have fallen facrifices to the ven- 
geance of hoftile opinion :_ 
Taparce: ves aySpwres ov ve pay arity es mp TAY arpayuata? 
deypata, se 


Were it poffible that I could obtain from the bounty 
of Heaven a grant of the firft with of my heart, that 
with fhould be to fee all mankind in harmony and mu- 
tual good will, ranging without -diftin@ion under the 
one great name of man and brother. As thofe who 
foment the difunion between them are the moft per- 
nicious monfters of fociety, fo he who endeavours to 
bring them one ftep nearer to a general accommoda- 
tion of fentiment, who ftrives. to inculcate the princi- 
ples of mutual toleration, and encourage the growth 
of reciprocal affection between men as fellow beings, 
may be juftly ranked: among the beft friends of man- 
kind, and the moft faithful fervants of Him who gave 
being to all. 

. Among the grofs mifreprefentations of which I com- 
plain, and which for the fake of mankind I lament, is 
that general falfehood, the infidelity of the Turkifh — 
women. ~The refpectable author whom I have before _ 
taken the freedom of quoting, I'méan Dr. Ruffel, de- 
- clares that in twenty years refidence at Aleppo, he — 
-<did not remember a public inftance of adultery 7am 
that in the private walks of fcandal thofe he heara or 
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avere among the loweft clafs, and did not in number. es 


exceed a dozen. “ In refpeé& to the Franks (conti- 
spues he) the undertaking is attended not only with 


fach rifk to the individual, butmay in its confequences 
fo ferioufly involve the whole: fettlement, that it is 
either never attempted, or is concealed with a fecrecy 
unexampled in other matters. I have reafon to hess 
Fieve that European travellers have fometimes had a 

Greek courtefan impofed on them for a fultana; and 
after having been heartily frightened, have been ie 
duced to pay fmartly, im order to preferve a fecret~ 


‘which the day after was known to half the fifterhood 


in town.” He remarks, however, that at Conftanti- 
nople the ftate of gallantry is different. eS 
On the fubje& of the Turkith moral charaéter; 1 
have endeavoured to be as concife as juftice would 
allow me to be; and yet I find that-I have gone t0 — 
fome length. I cannot however difinifs it without 
giving you a trait to which the moft obftinate polemi 
cab prejudice, and the moft inveterate hatred, must 
4m fpite of them pay the tribute of applaufe. Their 
treatment to.their flaves.is beyond all example among 
us humane, tender, and generous, and fuch as may 
well bring a blufh into the faces of Chriftian dealers” 
in human flefh. When young flaves, male or female, 
are bought by a Turk, they feem to be introduceé 
into the family rather in the condition of an adoptee” 
child; they ‘receive the fame education, perform — 
nearly the fame offices, and.are bound to no greater 
marks of refpeét-than their mafter’s own children—_ 
and in faét feel none of the galling circumftances of @ 
ftate of fervility ; the very worft treatment they evo 
receive is to’ be put on a footing with the menial do- 
meftics, or ordered to the fame duty as a valet or 2 
page. It often happens, on the other hand, thattncy ~ 
are married into the family, and very frequent : 
promoted to high offices in the fate. If + adopt 
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the religion of their mafters, it is always fpontane~ 
oufly ; and even to flaves taken in war, no compul- 
fion is ufed to make them change their faith. 

The following is the beft defcription I am able to 
give you of an Eaftern caravan. It exaétly coincides ~ 
with my own obfervations, and with the various ac- 
counts I have had from others. I owe it, as well as 
the account of the proceedings of the pilgrims at 
Mecca, to the kind offices of a friend, he. 00k the: 
pe to oR ae am for. me. oe ne 


B hes Be, 





DESCRIPTION OF A CARAVAN. 


Inclofed in the preceding Letter. 


A CARAVAN, which is fo often mentioned’ in 
the hiftory and defcription of the Eaft, and in all the 
tales and {tories of thofe countries, is an affemblage of 
travellers, partly pilgrims, partly merchants, who col- 
le& together in order to confolidate a fufficient force 
to prote& them, in travelling through the hideous 
wilds and burning deferts over which they are con-_ 
{trained to pafs for commercial and other purpofes ; 
thofe wilds being infefted with Arabs, who make a 
profeflion of pillage, and rob in moft formidable bo- 
dies, fome almoft as large as fmall armies. As the 
colle€tion of fuch a number requires time, and the em- 
bodying of them is a ferious concern, it is concerted 
with great care and preparation, and is never at- 
tempted without the permiflion of the prince in whofe 
dominions it is to be formed, and of thofe alfo through 
whofe dominions it is to pats, exprefied in writing. 
The exa& number of men and carriages, mules, _ 
’ horfes, and other beafts of burthen, are {pecified gm 


& licenfe ; and the merchants to whom the a ee 
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belongs, regulate and dire@ every thing appertaining — 
#0 its government and police during the journey, and — 


_ appoint the various officers neceffary for conduéting it — 


© Each caravan has four principal: officers : the firft, 
the caravanbachi, or head of the caravan ; the fecond, — 
‘the captain of the march; the ‘third, the captain of — 
the flopor reft ; and the fourth, the captain of the © 
diftribution. The firft has the: uncontrolable autho- — 
rity and command over all the others, and gives them — 
his orders: the fecond is abfolute during the march; — 
but his authority immediately ceafes on the ftopping — 
or encamping of the caravan, when the third affumes 
his fhare of the authority, and exerts it during the — 
time of its remaining at reft: and the fourth orders — 
the difpofition of every part of the caravan, in cafe of © 
an attack or battle. This laft officer has alfo during the 
march the infpeétion and direétion of the diftribution 
of provifions, which is conduéted under his. manage=_ 
ment by feveral inferior officers, who are obliged to 
give fecurity to the mafter of the caravan; each of 
them having the care ofa certain number of met; — 
elephants, dromedaries, camels, &c. &c. which they 
undertake to condu& and furnifh with provifions~at 
their own rifque, according to an agreement ftipulate 
between them. , Re ts 
A. fifth officer of the caravan is the. pay-mafter o 
treafurer, who has under him a great many: clerks au¢ 
interpreters, appointed to keep accurate journals 
ali the material incidents that occur upon the journey: — 
And it is by thefe journals, figned by the fuperior of : 
ficers, that the owners of the caravan judge whether 
they have been well or iil ferved or conduéted: 
Another kind of officers are the mathematiciatS — 
without whom no caravan will prefume to fet ouf-— 
There-are commonly three of them attached to a ¢@ 
ravan of large fize ; and they perform the offiées.bo 


of quarter-mafters and _ aides-de-camp, lpia 
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troops when the caravan is attacked, and affigning the 
quarters where the caravan is appointed to encamp. 

There are no lefs than five diftin@ forts of cara- 
vans: firft, the heavy caravans, which are compofed 
of elephants, dromedaries, camels, and horfes; fe« * 
condly, the light caravans, which have but few clee 
phants; thirdly, the common caravans, where there 
are none of thofe animals; fourthly, the horfe cara- 
vans, where there are neither dromedaries nor camels 5, 
and laftly, fea caravans, confifting of veffels; from 
whence you will obferve that the word caravan is not 
confined to the land, but extends to the water alfo. 

The proportion obferved in the heavy caravan is'gs 
follows: When there are five hundred elephants, 
they add a thouiand dromedaries and two thoufand 
horfes at the leaft; and then the efcort is compofed 
of four thoufand men on horfeback. Two men are 
required for leading one elephant, five for three dro- 
medaries, and feven for eleven camels. This multi- 
tude of fervants, together with the officers and paf- 
fengers, whofe number is uncertain, ferve to fupport 
the efcort in cafe of a fight, and render the caravan 
more formidable and fecure. The paflengers are not 
abfolutely obliged to fight ; but according to the laws 
and ufages of the caravans, if they refufe to do fo, - 
they are not entitled to any provifions whatever from 
the caravan, even though they fhould agree to pay an 
extravagant price for them. ~ 

Every elephant is mounted by what they call a 
nick; that is to fay, a young lad of nine or ten 
years old, brought up to the bufinefs, who drives the 
elephant, and pricks it with a pointed iron to animate 
it in the fight: the fame lad alfo loads the fire-arms 
of the two foldiers who mount the elephant, with him. 

The day of the caravan fetting out being once 
fixed, is never altered or poftponed ; fo that no.dif-. 
appointment can pofhbly enfue to any one. - 
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- One would fuppofe that fo enormous and powerful 


a body, fo well armed, might be certain of moving — 


forward without fear of being robbed; but as-moft 


of the Arabian princes have no other means to fubfilt 


- but by their robberies, they keep fpies in all parts, 


who give them notice when the caravans fet out, 
which they way-lay ; and fonietimes attack~ with 
faperior force, overpower them, plunder them ofall 
their treafure, and make flaves of the whole convoy 
—forcigners excepted, to whom they generally thew 


‘more mercy. If they are repulfed, they generally — 


come to fome agreement; the conditions of whick 
axé pretty well obferved, efpecially if the affailants 
are native Arabians. The carrying on of robberies 
with fuch armies may appear aftonifhing ; but when 
the. temptation is confidered, and when it is known 
that one caravan only is fometimes enough to enrich 
thofe princes, much of our furprife vanifhes. 
~ ‘They are obliged to ufe great precautions to prevent 
the caravan from introducing that dreadful diftemper, 
‘the:plague, into the places through which ‘they pafs, 
or. from being. themfelves infeed with it. Wher 
therefore they arrive near a town, the inhabitants 
of the town and the people of the caravan holda@ 
folemn conference concerning the ftate of their health, 

and very fincerely communicate to each other the — 
ftate of the cafe, candidly informing each other whe- | 
ther there be danger on either fide-—When there 

1s reafon to fufpeét any contagious diftemper, they 


amicably agree that no communication whatever hall 


take place between them ; and if the caravan ftands 
in need of provifions, they are conveyed to them with 
the “utmoft caution over the walls of the town, 
The. fatigues, hardfhips, and hazards, attending 
thofe caravans, arc fo great, that they certainly would 
never be undertaken, if the amazing profits didn 
in fome meafure counterbalance them,—The méreh 
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who travels in them muft be content with fuch pro- 
vifions as he can get, muft part with all his deli- 
cacies, and give up-all hope of café; he muft fubmit _ 
to the frightful confufion of languages and nations 3 
the fatigues of long marches over fands, and under 
a climate almoft fufhciently hot to reduce him toa 
cinder : he muft fubmit cheerfully to exorbitant duties 
fraudulently levied, and audacious robberies-and fubtle 
tricks prattifed by the herd of vagabonds who follow 
. he caravans—for preventing which, the merchants 
hawe a variety of well contrived locks, that can only 
be opened by thofe who know the knack of them. >> 

But in fome tracks of caravans there are dangers, 
and horrible ones againft which no. human for e 
or power can provide, and beneath which whole cara- 
vans fink, and are never after heard of. 

The Egyptian caravans are particularly fubje& to 
hazards in’ the horrid tracks they are neceffarily — 
obliged to take through fandy deferts, where, for 
. boundlefs extents, nature has denied one fingle circum- 
{tance of favour ; where a blade of grafs never grew, 
nor a drop of water ever ran; where the fcorching 
fire-of the fun has banifhed the kindly influence of 
the other elements ; where, for feveral days journey, 
no objec meets the eye to guide the parched traveller 
in his way; and where the cafual track of one cara- 
van is clofed by the moving fands, before another 
can come to take advantage of it. In thofe vait 
plains of burning fands, if the guide fhould happen 
to lofe his way, the provifion of water, fo neceflary — 
to carry them to the place where they are to find — 
more, muft infallibly fail them: in fuch a cafe the 
mules and horfes die with fatigue and thirft; and 
even the camels, notwithftanding their extraordinar 
power to fubfift without water, foon’ perifh 
fame manner, together with the people of the 
wandering in thofe frightful deferts. 

: ee 
















sae 


“<4g8 DESCRIP” ON OF A CARAVAN: _ 


~ But more dreadful ftill, and {till more inevita- 
¢, is the danger when a fouth wind happens to 
rife in thofe fandy deferts. The leaft mifchief it oc- 
cafions is, to dry up the leathern bags which cons 
tain the-provifion of water for the journey. ‘This 
wind, to which the Arabs give the epithet of pol 
~ foned, often ftifles in a moment thofe who have the 









obliged to throw themfelves immediately on the ground, 
_ putting their faces clofe to the burning fands which fur 
round them on all fides, and covering their mouths 
with fome linen cloth, left by breathing they fhould 
{wallow inftantaneous death, which this wind carries 
with it wherever it extends,—Befides which, whole 
caravans are often buried under moving hills of burn- 
‘ing fand, raifed by the agitation of the winds. 
All thofe horrors and dangers are fo exquifitely de- 
~._ ¥eribed by our charming bard THomson, that I cannot 
refrain “tranfcribing the paflage, as bringing them 
more immediately home to the underftanding and the 
heart, tham volumes of common defeription could do. 





——— Breathed hot 
From all the boundlefs furnace of the tky, 
And the wide glittering ‘wafte of burning fand, 
A fuffocating wind the pilgrim {mites 
With infant death. Patient of thirft and toil, 
Son of the Defert ! even the camel feels, 
Shot through his withered heart, the fiery blaft.. 
Or from the black-red either burfting broad 
Sallies the fudden wirlwind, Straight the fands, 
: Commov’d around, in gathering eddies play 5... 
_.._ Nearer and nearer ftill they darkening come; 
Till, with the general all-involving ftorm_ 
Swept up, the whole continuous wilds arife ; 

_ And by their noon-day fount dejected thrown, - 
Orfunk at night infaddifaRtrous fleep Fk tae 
Beneath defcending hills, the caravan F Pe oat 
Is buried deep. In Cairo’s crowded ltreets. | 
Th’ impatient Merchant wondering waits in vaidyy le s 
And Mecca faddens atthe long delay——_ 
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misfortune to meet it; to prevent which, they are 
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Yet, votwithftanding all thofe horrible. circumftances _ 
of terror aud danger—trade, and the defire of gain, 
on the one hand, induce multitudes of people to run _ 
the hazard. apart oHawe 


Impiger extremos currit Mercator ad Indos, 
Per mare-pauperiem fugiens, per faxa, per ignes. 
3 Horace. 
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And on the other hand, enthtfiafm and religious 
zeal fend thoufands to tempt their fate, and taken 
paflage to Heaven through thofe horrid regions. Thus ~ 
we fee in what various ways delufion operates—The 

merchant might find a livelihood, and the bigot his — 


way to divine favour, juft as’ well by ftaying within 


the confines of their own native home. ~ sect 


, 


——_—_—_—— 


ACCOUNT OF THE CEREMONIES OBSERVED BY PIL- 
» GRIMS ON THEIR. ARRIVAL AT MEG€CA. 


Ture caravans are generally fo ordered, as to arrive 
at Mecca about forty days after the Faft of Ramedan, 
and immediately previous to the Corban, or Great 
Sacrifice. Five or fix days before that feftival, the : 
three great caravans, viz. that from Europe, that from ~ 
Afia Minor, and that from Arabia, unite ; and all, cons 
fitting of about two hundred thoufand men, and three 
hundred thoufand beafts of burthen, encamp at fome = 
miles from Mecca. The pilgrims form themfelves 
jato fmall detachments, and enter the town to arrange 
the ceremonies preparatory to the Great Sacrifice. — 
They are led through a {treet of continual afcent, till 
they arrive at a gate on an eminence, called the Gate - 
of Health. From thence they fee the great mofque 
which inclofes the Houfe of Abraham. ‘They falute — 
it with the moft profound refpeé& and devotions ie:  — 
peating twice, “ Salam Alck Irufoul Allah Phas 
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~ to fay, * Peace be with the Ambaffador of God !” f 
"Thence, at fome diftance, they. mount five fteps to a. f 
~~Yarge platform faced with ftone, where. they- offer’ { 
up their prayers ; they then defcend on the other fide 
of it, and advance towards two arches, of the fame . 
kind of dimenfions, but at fome diftance from each 
other, through which they pafs with great filence 
and devotion. This ceremony muft be preformed 
feven times. 
__ From hence proceeding to the great mofque which 
incloies the Houfe of Abraham, they enter the mofque, 
and walk feven times round the little building con- 
tained within it, faying, ‘‘ This is the Houfe of Gop, 
and of his fervant Abraham.” Then kiffing with 
great veneration a black ftone, faid to have defcended 
white from Heaven, they go to the famous well called 
Zan Zun, which the angel fhewed to Hagar when 
_ fhe was diftreffed in the defert, and could find 20 
_ ‘water for,her fon Ifhmael, and which the Arabs call: 
_ ZemZem. . Inio this well they plunge with all their 
clothes, repeating “¢ Toba Alla, Toba Alla!’ that is 
to fay, “ Forgivenefs, Gon! Forgivenets, Gop!” 
They drink a draught of that foetid, turbid water, 
- and depart. 

The duty of bathing and drinking they are obliged 
to pafs through once; but thofe who. would gain 
Paradife before the others, mutt repeat it once a day 
during the ftay of the caravan at Mecca.’ nth 
_ At fifteen miles from the town. of Mecca there is 
a hill called “* Ghiabal Arafata,”’ or “** thes Mount 
of Forgivencfs.” It is about two miles in circum- 
ference—a moft delicious fpot.. On it Apameand’ 
Eve met, after the Lorn had, for their tranfgreffioms; 
feparated them forty years. Herethey cohabited and 
lived im excefs of happinefs, having built a honfelot __. 
it, called “* Beith Adam,” that is to fay, “ the Howe: 7 
of Adam.” On the eve of the day of Sacrifice, the > 
on : stb DEER actions 
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three caravans, ranged in a triangular from, furround 
this mountain—during the whole night the people 
rejoice, clamour, and riot—firing off cannon, mufkets, 
piftols, and fire-works, with an inceflant found of 
drums and trumpets. As foon as day breaks, a pro- 
found: filence fucceeds—they flay their fheep and offer 
up their facrifice on the mountain with every. demon- | 
ftration of the moft profound devotion. ee , 
On a fudden a {icheik. (or head of the ete 
a kind of prelate, rufhes from amidft them, mounted 
on a camel—he afcends five fteps, rendered praéticable. 
for the purpofe, and in a ftudied fermon preaches thus 
to the people : = £ 
* Return praife and thanks for the infinite and 
immenfe benefits granted by Gop to Mahomedans, 
_ through the mediation of his moft beloved friend 
and prophet, Mahomet: for that he has delivered = 
them from the flavery and bondage of fin and idolatry, 
in which they were plunged; has given*them the 
Houfe of Abraham, from whence they can be heard, 
and their petitions granted; alfo the mountain of for. 
_ givenefs, by which they can implore Him, and — 
a-pardon and remiflion of all their fins. ae 
“For that the bleffed, pious, and merciful Se ee 
giver of all good: gifts, commanded his fecretary, _ 
Abraham, to build himfelf a houfe at N ecca, W € 
his defcendants might pray to the Almi 
defires be fulfilled. 
~~ *¢ On this command all the mountains in the soe 
ran, as it were, each ambitious to affift the Secretary _ 
of the Lorn, and to furnith a ftone towards ereéting | 
the holy houfe; all, except this poor little mountaim, 
which, through mere indigence, could not contril 
a ftone. It continued therefore thirty years gre 
-afflicted: at length: the: Eternal Gop obfery 
anguifh, and, ‘moved with pity at its long 
saa ying Tecan forbear no i nse: 
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nog: FREQUENT BROILS AT ALEPPO. 
: r bitter lamentations have reached my ears ; and I~ 
now declare, that all thofe who go to vifit the houfe 
~ of my friend Abraham {hall not be abfolved of their 
fins, if they do not firft reverence you, and celebrate 
~-on you the holy Sacrifice, which I have enjoined my 
_ people through the mouth of my prophet Mahomet ! 
~. Love God! Pray! Give Alms!” 
After this fermon the people falute the Mountain, 
and. depart... E : 








LETTER ( XXXIl. 





: In my my laft letters I endeavoured to give 
you an account of the Turkifh government, laws, 
and conftitution in general, fo far as I was able to 
colleé& information on the fubje&. I will now pro- 
ceed to a defcription of thofe particular parts of that 
vaft empire through which I had occafion to travel: 
During my ftay at Aleppo; I experienced much po- 
litenefs and hofpitality from the European gentry re- 
fident there, and particularly from Mr. — 5 at 
whofe houfe I entirely refided ; and as the Franks live 
on_a very good footing with each other, the time 
paffed fo agreeably, that were it not for ‘that with- 
_ in,” T fhould have been happy enough—We rode 
out occafionally, fometimes hunting, fometimes merely 
for the ride fake. Sometimes with an intelligent na- 
tive whom I got to walk with me, or with fome of ie 
the Franks, I walked about the town, in order #6, 
amufe away the time and fee what was going f Ki 
notwithftanding the cry of ‘* Frangi Cucu! 
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< Cuckold Frank !”? which frequently followed us for 
the length of a ftreet. Sometimes we went of even- 
ings to fome of the outlets, where preparation was 
made for our reception by fervants, previoufly dif- 
patched for the purpofe, and there regaled with cof- 
fee, wine, fruits, &c. 

The firft day we went on a party of the laft men- . 
tioned kind, Mrs. did us the honour to ac- 
company us:,the place appointed was in a range of 
beautiful rural gardens that lie along the fideofa 
river ;_ where the well cultivated earth teeming with ~~ 
a vaft abundance of the beft efculent plants, flowers, — 
flowering fhrubs and fruit-trees, afforded a moft deli- 
cious regale to the fenfes; and the plane, the willow, 
the afh, the pomegranate, and a variety of other trees, 
cluftered together in almoft impervious thickets, 
yielded a delightful fhady retreat from. the piercing 
rays of the fun. It was on this occafion that I got 
the firft fpecimen of Turkith illiberality; which, asI was 
entirely unprepared for it, confounded me, and nearly 
deprived me of temper and of prudence. As we 
walked along, I obferved feveral Turks addrefling 
themfelves to Mrs. and me, who walkedarm 
in arm, and {peaking with a loudnefs of voice, contor= =~ 
tion of countenance, and violence of gefticulation, at- 
tended with a clapping of hands, which, thonghidid 
not. underftand their language, I could plainly per- 
ceive carried the appearance of menace or infult. Eo 
was at a lofs what to think of it: Mrs. 4 
blufhed, and feemed much hurt: Mr. and 25% 
the other gentlemen-were filent, and betrayed not the 
Jeaft .mark of emotion or refentment. Ar length, 
when we got from them, I afked what it meant? and 
was told, that it was all aimed at Mrs. ————, or at 
leaft occafioned. by her: that, bigoted to the cuftems 
of their own country, and utterly ignorant of hele 
ef any other, they were affe@ed with great indigna 
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her drefs, occafional derangement of her veil, 
d, above all, at the thamelefs and unpardonably 
wicked circumftance of a woman walking fo openly 
and familiarly in the company of men. . Talking of 
this affair afterwards with Mr. » the lady’s 
- hufband, he affured me, that there was not an oppro- 
_ prious and infamous epithet which the vulgar inge- 
nuity of the brighteft quean in Billingfgate could 
think of, that they had not huddled upon us. I was 
beyond meafure aftonifhed at the coolnefs with which 
he bore it, and faid, that if I had underftood what 
they had faid, I fhould moft certainly have been un- 
able to reftrain myfelf, and would have knocked one 
of them down as an example to the reft.. Had you 
- done fo; returned he, you would certainly have re- 
pented it >. for, if you efcaped being ftoned, or put to 
death upon. the fpot, the legal punifhment for an in- 
~ fidel ftriking a true believer, you could not efcape; 
‘and probably we, and all the Franks in the city, 
would fuffer for it: it would at all events caufe a 
_ dreadful convulfion in the place, and you would your- 
~ felf fall a facrifice to it. 
Not long fince I was converfing on this fubjeé& with 
a gentleman of my acquaintance, and mentioned it 
with fome afperity, as arifing from a fpirit of bigotry 
' peculiar to Mahomedans.—** My good Sir,” faid he, 
“< Jet me undeceive you! the very fame would be done 
in moft parts of Spain. I was one day,” continued 
he, “¢ walking in a town in Spain, in company with 
the wife of a gentleman who refided there, who were 
both well known, and bore the moft unexceptionable 
charaéter. Seeing me however walking with her, the 
populace, as we paffed, held up two fingers fignifi-. 
cantly, and cried to her, What a cuckold is your buf 
band! and concluded with ‘ Todas las Inglefas fon . 
putas,’ or; ‘ All Englith women are ——s,” (le 
added, **that he was even in Cadiz, where commer) 


















oy 
aes 


aot § 


4 
tadire Get@Qms National 





Peres oat 


FREQUENT BROILS AT ALEPPO. Sar. 
cial intercourfe renders them rather more liberal than 
in other parts’of the country, ‘frequently accofted by 
little children themfelves, with * Crees in Dios?” Do 
» you believe in God? and fometimés” forming a cro 
with the thumb of the right hand and the forefing eT, 
‘Crees en efte?* Crees en efte? No! No! Ah ae 
dio! Moro! Barbaro! Bruto! Proteftante ! Puctst eee 
Voia al los Infernos!!? In Englifh—Do- ee believe 
in this? Do you believe in this? No! No! Ah Jes t 
Moor! Barbarian! Proteftant! Hog! Go to Hell! ?* 
“*So much for human beneficence and charity,” un- 
der the fofterin; auifpices ¢ of Feligion | 
The houfe of Mr. « ; where 1 was fo" ofp: 7 a 
tably lodged, was a magnificent © “edif fice, ~ built’ in ee 
’ the fulnefs of Eaftern grandeur and luxury, and fur- 
nifhed with all the fplendour and flate of Turkey, —— 
united with the tafte and opulence of Great Britain. 
It was indeed a houfe in which voluptuoufnefs itfelf 
might fit down with fatisfa@ion—The mot unaffefted 
hofpitality and~ generous benevolence invited and 
fpread the board, and politenefs and affability prefided 
over all. Never fhall I forget it—never fhall I think oe 
of it without gratitude and efteen: c 
A peiileman of the opulence and confequence of ~ 
Mr. - , with a houfe fuch as I have defcribed, 
and a difpofition to. focial Soyer Was Not, you ~~ 
will conclude, without a refort ¢ _ company and. * 
_ friends ; in frat: he “had friends “€ven “among the . = 
better fort of Tinks Parties of ‘pleafuré had ‘no in- 
termiffion while Iwas there; and as the ladies of Fu- 
rope or of European extraction in that country are ~~ 
highly accomplithed, fpeak many languages, are inde- — 
fatigable in their efforts to pleafe, and receive ftran= 
ers from Europe ‘with a joy and fatisfaction not to =a 
‘be defcribed, Aleppo would have been tome an Ely- 
fium, if the pleafures of the place did not frompthe 
beginning fuer diminution from my own painful 4 ik ‘ 
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fations, which were aggravated at laft by an incident 
that arofe from my intercourfe there—of which more 





er. ea 
_ While I remained at Aleppo, I walked, as I before, — 
_ told you, frequently about the ftreets ; and I think I : 
- never was witnefs to fo many broils in all my life put 
together, as I was in my wanderings there—Not a 
time I went out that I did not obferve one, two, 
three, and fometimes half a dozen or more. They 
have nothing terrible in them however, ‘and, were it 
mot extremely difgufting to fee men fcold, would be 
very entertaining ; for I will venture to fay that 2 
ftreet battle “a la Turque”’ is one of the moft Iudi- 
crous exhibitions in the world. ‘The parties approach x 
to each other, and retreat mutually, as the ation of © 

the one gives hopes to the other of victory, lifting 
their hands, and flourifhing them in the air, as if ready 
to ftrike every moment, grinning and gnafhing their 
teeth, while their beard and whitkers befprent with: 
the fpume of their mouths, and wagsing with the 
quick motion of their lips and ghaftly contortions of 
their jaws, prefent the moft ridiculous fpeétacle imagi- 
nable. They reminded me at the time of a verfe in 
an old Englith ballad :-— 


?Tis merry in the hall, : E 
When beards wag all. . 





Bee eee eee 


Nothing, in faét, can exceed the extravagance of 
their gefture: the vehement loudnefs of their voice,” 
or the whimfical diftortions of their countenances, in 
which are difplayed fometimes the quickeft viciffitudes. 
of fear and fury, and fometimes the moft laughable = 
combination of both. All this time, however, not 2 4 
fingle blow is aétually ftruck ; but they compenfate 
for the want of bodily prowefs by the exercife of the: 4 
tongue, denouncing vengeance againft each others 
threatening inftant demolition, Javifhing every bit 
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reproach, every filthy epithet, and-every horrible im- es 


precation that they can think of, and both boafting 
occafionally of their patience and forbearance, which 
fortunately enabled them to refrain from annihilating 
their adverfary. At-laft the fray gradually decays: 
exhaufted with fatigue, and half choaked with duft 
and vociferation, they retreat gradually backwards to 
their own doors ; where fumming up all their malig- 
nity into a moft horrid execration, they part for the 
time, and retire to vaunt in empty threat, and growl 
away their rage, in the recefles of their haram. ee 
~ Yet thofe people are found terrible in battle by the 


Chriftian troops that have from time to time been op- - 


ofed-to them: here, if proof be wanting of the ef- 
Feds of religion on the human mind, isan incontrover- 
tible one of its powerful operations. Under.the in- 
fluence of their faith, which tells them that they go 
_to Paradife inftantly if killed in battle with Infidels, 


they perform prodigies. of valour fighting againft - 


Chriftians ; while, forbidden by that. faith to imbrue 
their hands in the blood of a true believer, their paf-’ 
fions have been gradually brought under the dominion 
of their religion, till that which at. firft was faith at 
laft becomes habit, and the appropriate energy and 
courage of the man has funk into the degrading and 
emafculant efforts of the woman... eras 


The prattice of fighting, or per: onal confli&s bee 


tween individuals of the fame fociety, feems to have 
‘been condemned by the univerfal confent of all reli- 
gions. ‘The Gentoos, as well as all the other feés 
of the various parts of the Eaft through which I have 
travelled, give vent to their paffion in nearly the fame 


manner as the Turks. The Chriftians too are mot 


ftriétly forbidden to ftrike one another by the great 
Author of their faith: but it is their good fortune, 
that they not only have the beft religion in the world 





for their guidance, but that they are the only people = 
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{nthe world who claim exemption from the penalties * 
of that religion, and think themfelves wronged and ; 
‘their perfonal rights infringed, if they are refufed the 
privilege of breaking through its rules whenever thofe 
rules are at variance with their convenience. ¥ i 
Be it your care, my dear child, to fortify your - 
mind with the fpirit of true religion and found mora- 
lity, and let your praétice in life be ever guided by 
their precepts. 


LETTER XXXII. 
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= "THE avidity with which human creatures 

_ fearch for fomething to recreate the mind and keep it 

in exercife, is of itfelf a convincing proof of the natt- 
ral _aétivity of our intelle€tual faculties, and fhews 

‘that, like the different parts of the body, they were 

given by Providence to be called into effort and im- 
proved by praétice. As they who by the favours of 
opulence are exempted from the neceflity of aéual 
bodily bos. we obliged to have recourfe to artifi- 
cial labour called exercife ; fo they who have the mis- 
fortune to be precluded from the employment of the 
mind by bufinefs, are obliged to feek mental exercife 
in a variety of expedients, fome of which are crimi- 

_ nal, fome foolith, and fome good for nothing or indif- 
ferent. Cards, dice, and games of chance are (ac- 
cording tothe extent to which they are carried) of 
the two former—tale and novel-reading of the Hwo.. ° 
latter. Thofe however. ferve to occupy es ray 
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hours of all the idle and unemployed. And when 
letters dény their friendly aid, we find among our- 
felves the deficiency fupplied from the lefs ample re- 
fources of the memory; and ftory-telling, love tales, 
fairy tales, and goblin and ghoft adventures, are reci- 
ted round the villager’s fire or the kitchen hearth in 
as great numbers, with as much mgenuity, and to as 
great effe@, as they are to be found written in the 
innumerable volumes on the fhelves of our circulating 
libraries, es 
In Torkey, where the art of printing has not yet 
been known, where the circulation of literary produc- 
tions is chained down within the narrow compafs of 
manufcript, and where therefore the efforts of genius 
are reprefled by difcouragement, the bufinefs of ftory- 
telling makes in itfelf a profeffion, which, as it 1s ac- 
“quired by ftudy and profecuted with art, is followed 
with confiderable profit. ; 
_ One day a friend (a French gentleman) who ef- 
corted me through the town, called to draw me out 
with him for a walk; he faid he wifhed to thew me 


fome of the caravanferas, obferving that he thoughtl 


fhould be entertained with a view of them. 1 agreed” 
to go; and he brought me to two, which, after he_ 
had fhewn to me and explained their principle, police, 
and etiquette, 1 could not help admiring and ap- 
proving. ‘To both thefe were attached eating-houtes 
_and coffee-honfes, and every appendage that could 
render them convenient and comfortable. As we were 

‘about leaving the laft, I obferved my friend ftop and 

liften attentively. ‘* Come hither,’’ faid he, after a 

minute’s paufe—* come into this coffee-houfe, here is _. 
Something going forward that may amufe you.” ™ 





re 








We accordingly entered the cotfee-houfe, where wee ; 


faw a number of people, fome feated in the Turkifh 
- fafhion, fome on low ftools, and fome ftanding 5 


in the middle a man walking to and fro, fpeakinguinl 
int-the mi - es } 
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‘an audible voice, fometimes flowly; fometimes with . 


‘rapidity, varying his tones occafionally with all the in- 


~-fle&tions of a correfponding fenfe. I could not under- 
“ftand him, but he feemed to me to fpeak with ** good 


emphafis and good difcretion :”’ his ation was eafy to 
him, though expreflive and emphatical ; and his cout- 
tenance exhibited ftrong marks of eloquent expreflion. 
T could not help ftaring with aftonifhment ata fcene. 


fo new to me, and felt great approbation of the tones — 


and manner of this extraordinary orator, though I 
could not underftand a fingle word he faid.. He was 
“Tiftened to by all with great attention, and the Turks 

(albeit not ufed to the laughing mood) frequently be- 

trayed ftrong fymptoms of rifibility : but in the height 

and: torrent of his fpeech he broke fuddenly of, 
~feampered out of the door and difappeared, I. fet i 
- down that he was a maniac or Junatic of an ingenio 

kind,.and was for going away. * Stay,” fays my 

“friend, “‘reft where you are for a few minutes, le 
“as hear further.’’ £2 

The orator had fearcely been gone three minutes 
when the room was filled with the buzz of converfa- 
tion, a word of which I could not underftand, but 
which my guide liftened to very attentively. At 
length the buzz began to grow loud, and foon in- 
creafed into clamour; when a fcene enfued of fo very 
ludicrous. a kind as forced me to cram my handker- 


chief into my mouth to fupprefs.a laugh, or at leaftfo 


to ftifle it as to avoid obfervation. In fhort, they 
were difputing violently, and the beards were, as I 
oice before mentioned to you, aLL waccine. 1 
became more convulfed with mirth; and my friend 


feeing that 1 was likely to give offence, took me under. 
the arm and hurried me out of the coffee-houfé: we — 


retired into a porch in the caravanfera, where 
“vent to my fappreffed laughter till my fides were | 
and my eyes ran teats, © hoe 
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- In the name of God, my aint Y2.faid I, §¢ tell 
me:what is the meaning of all that extravagant fcene 
to which: we have juft now been witnefs: who is that 
madman that fpoke fo much? and why did. they all 
quarrel/after he went away ?”’ 

“Come, come,” faid he, “let us retire to my 
houfe, and I will there explain the whole of it to you, 
from beginning to ending.” 

I accordingly accompanied hint” bin where we 
foundia very gay circle aflembled, to whom he de- 
feribed my -aftonifhment ; recounting my immoderate 
Janghter, till they all laughed very nearly as immodes 
rately as myfelf. ‘* You muft know,” faid. he, ad= 
drefling himfelf to me, ‘ that he whom you took to 
bea madman, is one of the moft celebrated compo- 

_feérs and tellers of ftories in Afia, and only wants the 
aid of printing, to be perhaps as eminent in reputa- 
tp for making Conrxs, as Marmontel or Madame 
D’Anois. As we paffed along I heard his voice, and, 
knowing it, refolved to let-you fee him, and brought 
you in for the purpofe. He was entertaining the 
company with a very curious; interefting, and comical 
ftory; the fubject of which, was avarice; the hero a 
mifer of the name of .Caflems His mifery and ava- 
rice. are reprefented in: it as bringing him into a va- 
riety of fcrapesy which waite his wealth ; and his 
character is drawn with fuch ftrength- of colouring, 
and marked with fach grotefque lines of humour—he 
related it moreover with fo. much wit, in fuch admi+ 
rable language, and embellifhed and enforced it with 
fach appropriate action, utterance, and emphafisthat 
it riveted, as you faw, the attention of all his auditors, 
_ and extorted laughter even from Turkish gravity,” 
«< But. how came he to break off fo fuddenly & pe 
faid I. 
«: That,” returned my friend, ** is a part off 
ort bof his profeffion, without whieh he could me et 
e2 : 
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jut as he gets to a moft intérefting part of the ftory, 
when he has wound the imagination of his auditors 
‘Gp to the higheft climax of expectation, he purpofely 
breaks off to make them eager for the reft. He 
is fure to have them all next day, with additional 
numbers who ‘come on their report, and he makes 
_ his terms to finifh the ftory.” 

«¢ Why then,” interrupted I, “ why did they who - 
femained behind fall difputing ?” : 

“That I will explain to you,” faid he. Juft a8 


he broke off, Caffem the mifer (who, as far as i ee, 


heard, feems as well drawn as Moliere’s AvARz) 
having already fuffered a thoufand whimfical misfor- 
tunes and dilapidations of fortune, is brought before - 
the cadi for digging in his garden, on the prefump- 
tion that he was digging for treafure. As foon * 
the hiftorian was gone, they firft applauded him, and” 
then began to difcufs his ftory—which they one and 
‘all agreed in praifing highly and when they came to 
talk of the probable iffue of the fequel of it, there 
were almoft'as many opinions as there were men in. 
company ; each maintained his own, and they went 
to loggerheads as you faw about it—when the chance 
_ is a thoufand to one, that not one of them was near the 
mark. One in particular furmifed that Caffem would 
be married to the cadi’s daughter; which gave great 
_ Offerice to fome, and roufed another of the company 
to declare, that he was well affured in his confcience 
that Caflem would be bronght to the baftinado or th 
flake, or elfe hanged, in the fequel.’’ gen 
“And is it poflible,” faid I, that a group of 
twenty or thirty rational beings can be fo far bereft 
of all common fenfe, as to difpute upon the refult © 


of a contigency, which abfolutely depends on ue é 
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